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NOTE:

Owing to the limitation of time, this copy
is in a raw condition. Sevoral p rsons werc tyHing
senarate chasters simultaneously. As not all of
the tyoists were familar with the subject and tne
nhraseology, this study, ian its nresent condition,

can only serve a Pro Domo use,,
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INTRODUCTION

The pattern of Séviet policy in Central and Easftern Eurone
following World War II i3 well-known by now in its character-
istics. The Soviet seizure of six Europnean countries in less
than five years, through the combined emvloyment of overwhelm-
ing military force and suverior political finesse, resulted in:
Conquest Through Penetration.

The methods which were used are known. Basically, there i=w
only one Soviet master plan. It varies in each country accord-
ing to the political "terrain" and circumstances which may
make it necessary for the Communists to make cohpwrntively
insignificant adjustments in the tactical vhase.

To study this pattern of Soviet volicy in the case nistory
of Hunrary has a svecial sifnificance. The reason for this
is that in that country, already once bsfore, a full-f'ledred
Communist regime was in vower. ‘This stuay endeavors to ~rove
that Communism in Hungary, in all its tactical aﬁd straterical
asnhects, is rooted in that defsated 1919 Revolation ol 1cla
Kun, and in the consocuent decades in the lilte of a 3qll
croun of »rofessional revolutionaries who amerre. U'ro vhie
defeat. All the impmoruiant leadors of Corrwurist tun -ry
today without ~xce-otion nlayed a mart in wne - 1:
lution which 715 defoated in 1919. Ibg leade 's 1100 o
Hussia, s,y the foll-wvin decades tan e on Lot e

0. tne Intsemctiopal  ave ntL T Cacdip aer fvic s

.
s B b e e
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They analyzed, with scientific Marxist logic, every
phase and detail of 1919, exercising conscientious

samo-kritika over the mistakes of that revolution.

Through freguent underground journeys and the net-
vork of agents, they compiled social, political and
economic data in Institutes on Hungary and the area
of Central and Eastern Zurops.
In close coopoeration with Czecn, Polish, etc. Commu-
nists in HMoscow prepared the design to be followed
in the future, utilizing all the exneriences of the
1919 failure in Hungary, but preparing both the
strategic and tectical details for all countries
in the area.
Thus, the basic desirn of the Soviet Policy in that area of
murone after World War II goes back with its roots to the Bela
Kkun revolutvion, and throush that to the instructions and o»rin-

ciples ~siven to them by Lenin with whom thev were in cons-.ant

contact. As a result of the 1919 exverience, while thie ousic

stratery of Communism in Hun-ary and the vhole a= a of Central
and Eastern Eurovne remained unchanged, tactics were conci  r-
anly inmnroved.
Those of th~ Bola kun r-~ izme who survived a~e wn, tae .o
n.de a roturn in 1945 under the win-cs ou the ted
and started once ar 'n. This ti. -
e Doy e tar 4

11
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Comments

on the "Strategy and Tactics of Communism in Hungary, 1919-1949",

14

The study is not so much a detailed analysis of Communist.policy
and tactics as an abpempt to prove three theses:

/a/ that postwar Communist rule in Hungary was the direct con-
tinuation of the Communist regime of 1919;

/b/ that it fitted exactly the pattern for a successful revolution

described by Lenin;

A
i
i
!
!

/c/ that Communist moves were greatly facilitated by the explosive!
state of Hungary. i
Tn surveying postwar events attention is concentrated on the 1947 ;
crisis, the Mindszenty case, the Rajk case, in general on pélitical
moves. The intricate pattern of moves in the social and economic fields%
is given but scant attention. E
ad /a/ It is undeniable that the Communists have learnt from
their mistakes in Hungary in 1919. But its seems to me that the
importance of 1919, both in its national and international aspects,
is greatly overrated. 1919 mainly showed the Communists what not to
do or rather how not to do things. In its positive aspects, postwar
Communist policy was basgd on the experience gained in the Soviet
Union; I do not thiﬁk igéreasonable to regard the experience of five
chaotic five months that ended in failurssdecisive and dismiss rather
lightly the value of 3o yearé of experience in the Soviet Union, where
Communist policy has great achievemenfs to its credit.
Much is made of the fact that some of the leaders of the 1919

Communist regime had met Lenin and Stalin and that the leaders of the
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Russian Revolution were interested in the fate and wished the
success of the Communist regime in Hungary., But these facts prove
Anothing that could be interpreted as a key to 1919 failure or post-
war success. Lenin and Stalin were then the leaders of a small band
of revolutibnaries, known to a large number of people. They did not
become inaccessible demigods and oracles until much later., Dimitroff,

Rosa Luxemburg and others of international fame knew them as well as,
if not better than Bela Kun, who never impressed anybody in either

camp as a great figure. The Russian revolutionaries were then
engaged in a deadly strugéle in their own country the ultimate success
of which depended, on their own estimate, on the chain reaction an
initiél success in Russia would evoke in other countries. The
establishment of the Communist regime in Hungary seemed to justify
their hopes and explained their interest.

Howeven,they could not give practical guidance on strategy and
tactics because they themselves lacked experience and had no clear
cut policy in their own country. They could not give military help
because they were not strong enough and were not at all sure of
their victory.

The sﬁatement that the peoplé who unsuccessfully tried to

" establish Communist rule in Hungary in 1919 came back carefully pre-
pared in 1945 does not correspond to facts, Of the present rulers
of Hungary Matyés Rakosi was the only one who played a rather pro-
minent part in 1919, although he was by no means a key figure. Bela
Kun, the principal figure, the "friendﬁ of Lenin, was liquidated in

1934 in the USSR as a deviationist. Eugene Varga, in 1919 Peopld s

Commissar of Finance, has had a chequered carrier in the Soviet Union,}
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with well known ups and downs, It is likely that he was instrumental
in drafting Communist economic policy but it is noet clear to what
extent he was concerned with and was responsible for details. He only
paid fleeting visits to Hungary after the wer. Gyorgy Lukacs, in 1919
People s Commissar for Education, became a window piece after the war,
was not given a responsible position and was not rated very highly
even as a n ideologist. Laszlo Rudas, who returned as the chief ideo-

logist of the Party was not very prominent in 1919 and held no high

position., Erno-Gero, one of the most powerful Communists of the post-—
war era, had played a most obscure role in 1919. As no reference has
ever been made to it, it can safely be assumed that it was insignificant
7o0ltan Vas and Jozsef Revai, two important postwar figures, were young
men in 1919 and held no important positions. The same applies to Imre
Nagy and Istvan Friss. This accounts for most of the old guard that
returned.

ad /b/ It seems to me that to prove that postwar events in Hung;;
followed the pattern described in the five conditions of Lenin, it
would have been necessary to give first a detailed and comprehensive
analysis, without reference to the model, and draw the appropriate
conclusions‘at the end. As it is, events are marshalled under headings
to fit the pattern., However, the main trouble is that, on close
scrutiny, Lenin s five conditions and the chain theory, like so many
of the famous Communist dicta, are found to contain little that is
startling or new and are not the key to Commuhist success. They are
0ld established principles of warfare, political or military, to which

the Communists added refinement and which they applied with ruthless

logic,
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Tactics and strategy are not in themselves a sufficient explanation
of success. 1t seems to me that the basic factors are:

/a/ a Messianistic creed which appeals to a number of intellectual
as well as to groups of under privileged;

/b/ the discipline of the Communists in contrast to the loose
organization and lack of discipline of the non-Communists;

/c/ the infiltration tactics used not only for destroying opponenty

but also for giving an exxaggerated notion of Communist strength;

/d/ - the utilization of the niceties of the ‘democratic process as
long as the Communists are & minority of uncertain strength;

/e/ the utter cynicism in disguising their aims and motives, in
making promises and in granting favours to gain support.

Without these, the five conditions of Lenin cannot be realized.

ad /c/ I believed that the "rape" of Czechoslovakia had once
for all exploded the myth that the texplosive" state of the Eastern
Euroepan countries was a major factor in the victory of Communism.
Unoccupied Czechoslovakia had a much higher Communist vote than
occupied "explosive" countries and went under without visible resistancei
when the Communists decided that the time for taking over had come.

|

Apart from this, the "explosive'state of the East European countrleé

was due not nearly as much to their "obsolete" polltlcal and social

an _,ﬁy,?:;_‘,—‘:&fg—.—-q.r-w—zuv'rmm

systems as to their inability to attain a fair rate of economic progress

and level of well being. With the exception of Czechoslovakla, they

atl suffered from a surplus population in agriculture, rather meagre

bases for industrial development, and lack of capital. In péint of
fact, the origin of strong governments was very often the desire of

well-meaning people to improve things quickly through purposeful though
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autocratic action. The deémocratic process is known to be slow even in
countries where it has well established traditions and the need for
quick progress is smaller, Elimination of inequélities in wealth and
income, glaring because of the great poverty at the bottom, may satisfy
one s sense of social justice but does not solve the problem of raising
the standard of living of the masses in poor countries where the aggregat
wealth and income are small, But it can well eliminate an elite
necessary for progress, material, cultural and political. Egalitarian
peasant societies in Eastern Europe were not noted for greater political
stability and a higher rate of progress,

This should by no means Le construed to mean that all had been
well and that soqial, political and economic reforms were not necessary,
It only serves to emphasize the need for a comprehensive view of a
situation or a procéss and points to the danger of over simplification,

-0 -

As I see it, the basic difference between 1919 and 1945-50 was that

/a/ in 1919 the political and administrative machine was rela-
tively intact;

/b/ the positive results of Communist policy in the USSR could be
utilized in framing Communist policy in detail;

/c¢/ working in the shelter of the Soviet Union and working in close
céntact with the underground movement in Hungary, the Communists were
able to prepare themselves for taking over power;

/d/ the Soviet Union as occupying power was able to give help to
the Communists by paralyzing non-Communist forces and direct intervention
if necessary;

. /e/ the Western Allies who did not hesitate to intervene in 1919

and were largely instrumental in bringing the chaotic regime of 1919
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to an early downfall, followed a policy of strict non-intervention in thd
critical years of 1945-47. Even later, when they decided to act, their
action was largely negative and was confined to notes and retaliatory
acts.

It is not for me to speculate on the motives of the policy of non-
intervention., To those on the spot it seemed that the Western Allies
saw in the Communist Party a truly progressive force and misunderstood

*the aims and nature of Communism. But just because of that and because

Communism is still a potent force in a number of European and non-

European countries, I believe that a true assessment of the factors that

contributed to the success of the Communists in one particular country
is not an academic problem. It would be fatal if the policy of combat-
ing Communism were to become the victim of slogans and a onesided inter-
pretation of facts,

Space does not permit me to deal in extenso with small inaccuraries
which do not affect the argument of the study or, for that matter,

my owns

Washington D.C.
October 15, 1950.
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failure were well utflized. The post-1945 events are a con-
tinuation of 1919 in the Communist mentality. The only way
to understand their tactics and strategy is to adort the
same apnroach of continuation.

No provious comparative study has boen made of the 1919
Hungarian Communism and Communism in the post-World War II
veriod. This made it essential to utilize almost exclusively
primary research, To ascertain the strategic features of-
Hungarian Communism wvhich remained permanent and the imnrove-
ment and changes in the non-permanent asvwect of tactics, it
was essential to use extensive and systematic documentation
of original source material. Tnis fact makes the study more
tiresome to digest, but it also may give a chance to reveal
‘the essential general characteristics of both revolutions
and their interrelation in princinles as well as in nersons.
As Cormmmunist tasztics make an extensive use of mass erotional
asnects and utilize the social dynemism which is character-
istic of the ar:a ol Burope, it is necesswry to :raljze
certain asvects of mass reaction in the nemul.tion in ardictien
to the irm-ct mnrde by the Communists. "It is zurt :om ow 0 -
that thic =1 terial, 'rhi~h conld only be 1 o v ilall-~ tann .
the uni e coll - ~tion ol tne toover Lib-ary, 111 br a-ili w2
as 1 comm rison it fortheonin- -~vents i+ .o o -
in vhe o2 A0 Tonteel ant Tag ern Torome.

L™y B g Wnnar 19 2 mlacive el

.

i
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hostility against the Sovict power and Cormnunism.
Structure

PHASE ONZ analyzes the past and nresent roots of Conmmunism
in 5;;;;;y to the doctrine and the Soviet, and includes:
Chapter It Horizcntal Outlinc of Communist Party
Policy in Hungary.
Chavter IIt Tdeological Roots of Communism in Hungarye.

———

' : t
Chaptoer III: The interreolation of the Hungarlian Cormmunist .

Perty with Soviet Russia.

PHASE T+WO presenis the five conditions sct dovmn by Lrnin
vhich are essential for a successful revolution and shows now
the five conditions were systenatically fulfilled by the
-Communists in Hunraory followin~ Jorld var II. The cycle
was comnl ted Dy 1949 when the Cinal ohase, "The RouG to

i Fi ‘ear Plon.
gocialism" was laid out in nractice in the Five Ye
This ohase includes:
Chapter IV: The Corrminist Party Desin in tne isla 28
Lhapbel ==
poacribed by tie Doctrine.
Condition 1: 3tate oi Jon.msicn.
canaition 23 oe “wbreoll ent .

e o
Cordition 33 a1l Tie wonaod. .
Lernilisy
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/ Ya
Condition 5: The Proletariat 1s Readye.
Chaptor V: Horizontal Analysis of Communist Party Tactics

in Light of the Doctrine.

PHASE THREE makes a vertical study of three asnects which

are of gfeat importance to the future in the negative and pos-
itive character, poth to the Communist world and, in rotrospoct,

to the non-Communist world This phase includes:

Chapter VI: Horizontal Analysis of Communist Party Tactics

in Light of the Doctrine.
1: The Five Year Plan.
2: The lew Elite.
3: Hunrarian "Titoism."
In the study, nhrases like "Democracy", "Sociaiisn',
are consistently used in thei» Cormmunist intern -2 atlon.
translations of the 1919 Bela Xun re~ime material are intcen-
tionally left in their »rintive s.atus. ey setine sl ilaoly
alien in the ori~inal Hun~orian too. Tie roison for taiidls 1o
that they wo—e translated in many cases b en o i oine
in“ellazt 2l ¢ liver Ifron the inssian Co ravist ooeessr o T
In Phaose o, Co "‘ive LG SHTT oM
¢ sle ol the [ive Leninist 2oraiiior.,

P RPN 3 -
;.tely, in ose e rlloa
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/7«

mean a slight difference in the time of the actual occurrence

and its release.

The development of the Communist »attern in Hungary veing
an intesral part of the fight for world revolution reflects
in its improvement during the threce decades between the two
revolutions ths changes and dovelopments of the international
movement as well, Every vhase of the Communist Party nolicy
in the case history ot Hunrary shows a car=ful followving
of the Leninist-Stalinist lino. A smell number of "basic

.definitions" and the whole scienco of lMarxism are the nand-
book which the planners and executors of that volicy use.
They believe in their "mission" Tanati~' 11y anc it is the
only ovurnose of their life. The other - ot of the vorld
which b-lieves in those basic hwman 1ib 'rties and di-nitics,
which constitute the dirference betwoen existence ana living
should carefully study the nattern of tne Commnist Party
in its own interest to ve able To WorK out n siaila-ly

lonr—rangg stratery of defensoc.
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CHAPTER I

HORIZONTAL OUTLINE OF COMMUNIST PARTY POLICY IN HUNGARY

The Foundations of World Revolution
1945-1949

Tne Long-Range Aims. Lenin, speaking before a gather-

ing of The Thirad International, said: ". . .the comrades who arc

present in this room have seen how the First Soviet Renublic was
 founded; thoy now witness the founding of the Third International,
. and they will all witness the establishmont of the World Fe era-
:tion of Soviet Republics."i

This declaration contains the essence of the Sovict

fCommunist Party's plan for world-wide revolution. This « iy,

07 its particular application to Hungary, wes rcaffi-mea by

the Bela Kun regime as early as July 16, 1919, when the o, % +°
' Cormmunist newsvaper in Hungary published the followin, .

1 3
+ + .in either internal or external af’airs, t:.

politics of the Revolution--is revolution its 1.,
ﬂorlq Revolution procceds from East to fest,
the inte-=jor and exterior politica of pr.l.tar
sﬁ;ates are guided by the same “rincirlas and view-
points. . ,the world revolution. » ANC 13 Inte s -
The »rnciples and viewnoints o~ Comyraaistg

"evin unchanped.,  They are nart of the o = .- et I

cil i the bteaehin q of Marx, Lenin, 'nd

Ioemimze off
T omigt p

-1
S
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Union as a "Fortress of Democracy"* to provide a permanent locus
from which to direct operations, From this premise emerged the
directing force of the Communist movement throughout the world:
The primary interests of the Soviet Union take orecedent over
&nd become the immediate obJectives of all other Communist
considerations.,

The Short-Range Plan, This Moscow-directed pattern

‘begarne apparent in the program of Soviet Policy following World
War II, and under the rigid provisions of that program it be-
cams clear that the aims of the Communist Movement are two-
i:old in nature:

l. The long-range final plan of World Revolution.

2. The formation of a cordon sanitaire around the

! European flank of the Soviet Union. as an {nm- { :e ston,

m
~uhe historic expnrience of invasions against Russia explains ths

v

.I;wtter. The cordon sanitaire emerges as the short-range plan
of Communist strategy. As a practical measurs for the ultimate
realisation of the dominant, long-range plan, the imme iate
r?sults of this aspect of Communist Stratery are a matter o:

nost-Vorld War i
?gt vorld War II record in Soviet-doninanted countrizs,

hations ¥Wishin the Areq

dithin . he confinea 07 the so-calle: oo |

e - e e o - o

oy, Ay N
L0 Lo Merocrac /" 12 usieqg i o
LS ‘ i

}oemny ation, i

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

ilie the s;vereign territories of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Rumania and Bulgaria. These five nations are politicnlly, soc-
{ally, and economically within the "sphere of interest" of the
Soviet Union. Yugoslavia, with its attempts to'free itself from
Mthe Great Ally," 1s by no means considered a separate unit by
the Soviet.

These ccuntries--with the exception of Yugoslavia--

.(an anomaly to be dealt with in a separate chapter), ard closely

' allied with the Soviet Union. Only future events will determine

‘how far the Soviet can regard them as cordon sanitaire should

any emergency arise in which they would have to serve as '"a

cushion region" between the Soviet Union and the Western ¥orld.

Dominant Trends Within the Area

Inside the area the twe most characteristic
and vitally influential--trends are
a. Extreme nationalism.
b. Extreme social eruptliveness.
The latter can be exnlained by the outdated agricultural struc-
tures which--with the exzceotlon of Czechosleovakia--xept tno
;livinq standards far below the Euronecan average.
The nozalc characteristics of Ccnt_ral ane Bastern
‘Buropean countvics are tymical, Tae dissolution of the ni1str -

Sungarian lonarchy made it i onssible 1o draw just live
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national frontiers on ethnical principles; and,this factor coupled
Wiéh the outnoded pattern of the social structure, created the exXplos-
ive character of the region which became a constant threat to

world peace. It is not, therefore, coincidontal that both of

the occurrences which started World Wars I and II took place in

this area,

. FPactors Favoring the Soviet

For a better understanding of the present successes of
Soviet Foreign Policy in the area of Central and Eastern Europe,
two important factors must be borne in mind:

a. It is a region which after-1944 only had an Eastern
side., The disappearance of German political, economic anc social
bower on the side which used to be the West created a vacuum,

b, It is the only area in the world where an entire
region exverienced an almost complete social re-shuffle as a
direct consequence of World War II. Social forces that ror
centuries only broke to the surface in the form of occasional
Peasant Rsbellions were released; this partly by the advent
of Soviet power into the area. The pnrocess nas by no means
ended, and these Sunpressed social forces present 8 challsn o=~
1f not a threat--vo the very power which was *nstrxron 11 in

SncurinP their release.
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The Hungarian Political Terrain
As for Hungary, the subject of this present study, the
vith
! following characteristics have to be observed in comparison wi

ilar
the other countries in the areas Factors which make it similar

to other countries of the area:s

a. Its predominantly peasant charactere. This is a

conmon characteristics of all countries in the area, excluding
czechoslovakia, but including Yugoslaviae. This "peasant charac-
ter" is expressed, not so much in occupational statistics, bub

in the "peasant attitude" to life which exerts a wide influence

;n certain sections of the population which are not peasant., This
‘peasant attitude has a basic influence in the formation of national
character in the area.

b. Limited Western Democratic experience. owing to

historic reasons, and as & result of political, economic and
social circumstances, Bungary--like all the other countries in

the area, with the exception of Cczechoslovakia--had only a limited
exoerience in Western Democracye.

¢, Enforced Alliance with Germany. Hungary, as &

ti of
satellite of Germany, Was forced into the ejuivocal position ot
firhting against the Allies and Russia during World rar II. Jals
i Sul-aria.
unhappy exvorience she shared with Rumania and Bulr-aria
i

C Thé factors which differentiate 17,

other countries in the area:
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a. Communist experience. Hungary had the unique

‘experience of a Communist Revolution in 1919 led by Bela Kun,

‘2t that time, the only "Soviet” besides Russia.® Tkis revo-

Jution failed in a few months, but its large-scale terror left

.a deep impression on the wide masses of the population to such

a degree that for decades following the negative attitude towards

Commnism was an important factor in the political picture. As
. for the Communists who participated in this revolution, they

regarded the post-World War II period as a continuation of the

1919 effort.

b. Ethnic and Religious Characteristics of Hungary.

Hungary is the only non-Slav and non-Orthodox country in the

’region. Soviet tactics, therefore, were operative in a field

wvhere the emotional ties of Pan Slavism and the non-0rthodox
world could not be utilized.

¢. The Political Vacuum, As a consequence of Nazi

rule in 1944, and the collapse of the pre-war system, a complete

tabula rasa resulted when the new regime came to power i 1945,

d. The New Elite. The need for a new "elite"™ was

aoparcnt in Hungary. The Communists, in recognition of this
need, started in 1945 to lay down the first steps twowards creat-
ing a new ruling class. Tne "Muscovites," the Cammunists who
played an active part in the 1919 revolution, and who srent

the decades from 1919 to 1945 in the Soviet Union or in the

fian Ale .un e v
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;ervice of the International Movement, were the nucleus of such
a new "elite." The Muscovites also played a prominent part in

the shaping of Soviet power in the country.
e. Anti-Soviet Feeling. Owing partly to the unhappy

ﬁemories of the Bela Kun Revolution; the lack of sympathetic

ﬁonds between Hungary and Moscow; and the mass excesses of the

ﬁed Army, the Hungarian population is more hostile to the Soviet

; 4 to Communism than the other countries in the area. This
antipathy is due in part to the national temperament of the
Hungarian people.

f. Nationalism in the Hungarian Communist ranks.

Aftor the break between Tito and Moscow, dynamic signs of' "nation-
alist Commnism" appeared in the ranks of the Hungarian Communist

Partye.

Four Steps Toward the Realisation of Lenin's Aim

If world revolution is the final aim as outlined by
TLenin, four stevns toward 1ts realization must be considered,
These four steps, in order of importance, are:
1. The basis for the achilevement of world rcvo-
lution,.
The prerequisitss pointing to.ard tae .oal.
The guiding princliples and methoas.

ttho is available to achieve tno ~0al?
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Lenin, in one of his important pronouncements on Communist
poiicy, declared that ". . .without a revolutionary theory there
cannot be a revolutionary ﬁovement. Only a party guided by an-
advanced theory can act as a vanguard in the i‘ight."3 In his
definition of the theory, Stalin said that "Revolutionary theory
is a synthesis of the exzperience of the vorking-class movement
throughout all lands--the generalised experience.! #

In the case of Hungary, this quotation by Stalin decided the
.'r'y character of the approach. The development of Communism in
Hungary goes back to 1919 when the revolutioﬁary roots took firm
hoid under the personal guidance of Lenin. The permanent features
of Communist strategy and the modified features of Comnunist
tactics become apparent through a detailed study of the Hungarian
revolutionary experience. The analysis not only provides an
opportunity to observe how the Muscovites, returning to Hun.ary
after twenty-five years, utilized the experiences of the 1919
failure, i1t also demonstrates how the Bela Kun experience bucamne

training ground for Communist policy in the whole area,

The Stalinist "Line"

The "synthesis of exverience", to which the 1919 roevelution
added considerably, accelerated the International Movenent in
its 1944 strurecle, not only in Hunsrary, out in the whole a =g

as vell., A now boox of instructions in tho fiold of Co.r1amri:t
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tactics emerged as the product of the 1919 to 1945 struggle.

The Effects of the Bela Kun Failure

There is a close conrection between the men who now direct
Communist policy in Poland, Rumania and Hungary. Thelr common
utilization of a systematic and scientific evaluation of the

: Bela Kun failure places the importance of the study of Hungarian
; Communism above the integrity of Hungary itself.

If, to quote Stalin, ". . .revolutionary theory is a
?synthesis of experience,"jzthis experience, for the Muscovites,
, was the Bela Kun revolution. This experience permanently
:influenced the future decisions of Soviet policy in Hungary.
! The Muscovites, with decades of personal experience as an
i integral part of the International Movement, were determined
. that the failures of the Bela Kun revolutlon should not be
vrepeated. The most important factor for them was the scientisic

; in its permanent and non-permanent aspect
{ dissection of the experience of that revolutiory. 1n their task

.f they were guided by the instructions of Stalin:

. . .Tactic is the determination of the line to be taiuen
by the proletariat during a comparatively short psriod orf
the ebb and the flow of the movement; of advance or re-
treat of the revolution; the maintenance of this line by
the substitution of new forms of strug-le and organica-
tion for those that have become out-dated, or by the
discovery ol new watchwords, or by the combination cf

new methods, etc. Whereas strategy is concerned witin such
wide »urposes as the winnins of the war arainst IT'sacisn or
the Bourgeoisie, tactic has a narrower aim. f4actic s
concerned, not with the war as a whole, but with tha
firhtir- of this or that cammaign, ‘thh *hne -ainin T
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this or that victory which may be essential to them dur-

ing a particular period of the general revolutionary

advance or withdrawal. Tactics are thus parts of strategy

and subordinate thereto." (L

The analysis of contemmorary Communist policy in Hungary
will show that while almost all the tactical aspects have beon
changed in light of the experience of that failure, none of the
strategical. espects have changed at all. The immutability of

the long-range strategical aims is axiomatic in the Movement.

The Basic Methods Employed by the Communist Party in Hungary

In their policy in Hungary, the two most important methodical

. theories employed by the Gommunists were

1. The "zigzag" vpolicy.
2, The theory of "the next link in the chain.”
The zizag policy has been explained in detail by Stalin:

To wage a war for the overthrow of the intornational
bourgeoisie, a war which is a hundred times more difiicult,
more prolonged, more complicated than the most blood-
thirsty of wars between states, while renouncing before-
hand the use of maneuvering, of playing off though for
a time only the interests of one foe against the other,
of entering upon agreements and effecting compromises,

even though these may be of an unsiable and temporary
character would not such renunciation be the height of
folly? We might as well, when climding a dan: *»us an’
hitherto unexnlored mountain, refuse in advance to male
the ascent In zigzap, or turn b.ck Tor a wnile, tc ~iv.
up the chosen direction in order to test anot. e Whiic.,
may vorove to be easier to -necrotiate.

This "zigzag" no.lecy was most amarent furin o> (olis

pnises of the un arlian develermant:
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Nationalism,

The Peasant Question,
Coalition,

The Church,

The principle of "the next link in the chain" as a "figﬁt-
ing tactic" was characterized by the Hungarian Comrmnist leader,
Rakosi, as one of the most imvortant methods in his bid for
ttitular supremacy. He stresses this importance in a statement
éreferring to‘the discovery of one link in the chain, which "if
;we grasp it with all our strength, permits us to hold the chain

;in our hands and secure access to the next link in the chain," 7
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CHAPTER II

IDEOLOGICAL ROOTS OF COMMUNISM IN HUNGARY

The Muscovite Conspiracy

Motto:
iet

1949, May 1lst slogans: Hall to the liberating Sovie

Unioﬁ, t%e guardian of world veacel the defender of

the people's freedoml Hail to Stalin, the great

1eader of the workers of the worldl Hail %o Stalin,

the great friend of the Hungarian peoplel T

# % %
In order to understand in full the strategical and tactical

line of the Hungarian Cormmunists, it is essentiel to analyz~ the
rblationship of the Party in Hungary through its ideolosical

roots stretching through Lenin to the Bela Kun revolution ox

19819,

..’, In 1919, and in the period following the Secorl1d Worl-d wer,
t;he most important asvect of Communism in Hun~ary was its e~
,
1ation to Soviet Russia and the Soviet Cormunist Party. It i~
essentlal to bear in mind that ideologically the Soviet Re. .o
n‘.“ Tunrary in 1919, and the post-war continuation, wars (i oo
rooted in Lenin!s narson, teachinrs, and ~uicance. .2
deTeat of 1919 was never recaraed by the {leeing Cor ol

a jthin but ~n ints »rmilien of Sae loy =van ta flan

"ei3 ie only Jecifcl S 31 oAt T Tirt
is onl; ! ,

v
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beliefs of the Cormunist Party is the final victory of Comaunism
all over the world. The Western World, including the Hortny
regime in Hungary, congratulated itself--prematurely--over the
annihilation of Communism in 1919. |

Knowing that in the broad masses of the Hunparien pooulation
widespread antipathy was left as a result of the Bela Kun terror,
the anti-Conmunists blindly under-cctimated the stamina of their

@ vonents, and refled to study the principles of Lenin and thelr
interpretation by Stalin,--although these »rinciples were to oe
found in almost every library in the West.

The fact that the anti-Communists rcéused to adopt & serious
view of the fanatic Cormmunist bellefs placed them--in their
relationship to Communism--in the vnroverbial siunce of the Ti..i.
ostrich.

Meanwvhile, with the collanse of the cela Kun rer~i.ic, tihe
lluscovites arrived safely in loscos and, without vastin~ any

ine, continued the siru--1l»,

The Poli-ical "Shuttle S=rvi-e ot Tne lacenvite s

the Lwe oo

—— —— ——— e o = -

WwiInt in conteet oy

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

hoscow, ‘ Their second trip took them back to Hungary--via the
illegal shuttle service--where they devosited instructions Tor
the establishment of underground Jommunist orgenizations. ¥nen
they returned to Moscow they corried with them the first files
of basic information on Hungery which, when delivcred in Soviet

Russia, became the foundation of the archives of Institutes vwinich

‘dealt scientifically with every Hungerian problen.

The next trip through the shuttle was back arain to Huawary
with new instructions to the underground, then the return to
Moscow with new information which, after every journey, in-
creased the volume of the Institutes. These sxperts classified
and systematically evaluated the informetion received Trom
Hunrary, co-ordinating it with the data received from the ot.aer
countries in Central and Eastern Eurcpe.

’ The last shuttle journey of the Hungarian Comrmunists tzck
place in 1944, This time they r:turned with the Red Arry--and,
as Tar as they were concerned, {or ~ood, Thus occurred Iihe
fathev rare phenomenon wke ~by a policy which vas iilt
ita fourr atien by a croun of nen was finnlliy--after aliv
drcades of -prep'm:'.tion--nut i~*o on~-a'lon by These o
on thn vary scene ecn owhich “ie oreon fon wan lante i,

Jaace men uwae e Lte o= el T

- cyam - FN e VY S
ponan o1 v mmIs Jonuearicd
:

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

‘their defecat to Moscow and spent the following decades in the
service of the International Movement. Today they arc the nuclecus
of the Cormunist Party in Hungarye.

Interruotions did occur though. Partly they were due to
the fact that the interests of the International Communist High
Comnand neeced the talents of some of those men who played im-
portanﬁ roles in their ranks for other tasks like organizing

.excursions to different European countries=~-or into the Snanish

Civil war,

Partly, these interruptions were due to what could bo.
termed "the occupational hazards'of being a professional revo-
lutionary," i.e., being caught and imprisoned oy the povernmont
of Hun-ary or other countries in question. Interruptions of
this nature usually resulted in long prison terms, ranging
from fifteen to twenty years.

The JAuscovites were »repared for both types of inter-

.ruptions to insure that the continuity of the work woulu nrt

suffer. From 1919 to 1949 the principle of "exnsnd  11ity”
ves often hesrd in Corcmunists doclarations. On April 8, 1J.9,

Bela Kun exclairel:
We co.wrazos may temde rril Cail, but in towe
movenent thnce 18 no suech Laie ax oan free since
vidual, . JIf ~rme 'alls out, ctaer atess 1)

braen A Taee g

i
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mothods, and Bela Kun's oronunciamento was no idle statement. His
own end emphasized the truth of this Communist practice,”

The Muscovites, however, knew that even in the solitary con-
Tinement of prison colls they were not forgotten by the Soviect.
In the prison diary of Zoltan Vas (economic leader of the Hunger-
ian Communists) apnears astonishing proof that the imprisoned

.Muscovites were in constant contact with Moscow.

The Vas diary, vhich is a record of the decades of »nrison
éXperience vwhich he shared with Rakosi, reveals the transferonce
from Moscow to.prison of regular news concerning the femilies
of prisoners, world affairs, and Party cvents. All this in Vac
Prison in Hungary, where not oniy the higher orison authoritics
but the lower strata of the administrative machinery as well
were vehemently anti-Cormunist.

Furthermore, the Communists in prison knew that when t-; 1.

..vere arranged, funds would be provided to en-a e t’)}';Pal".r.i!lC
lawyers for their defense, and axcnange of their persors wo:ila
take vlace when nossible.

For examnle, in the case of Rwiosi--io cefray tae ooy s
ol his seccond 19 19 4~--unkrown sources in Swiblce.l .
contacted a tiell-rrown lawre», 2sten Tvnoery, avd ¢ oo
rit oan cmmusiells Wik fea to indAevra L (0 e L) |

)
racsi,
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chavacteristic of Communist methods. With Vambery%engaged for
Rakosits defense, machinery was immediately put in mot.on to
iﬁform liberal opinion in the Western World. English liberals
and liberal organizations in the United States were mobilized to
protest the claimed injustice of the Rakosi trial. Thousands of
telegrams flooded the Budapest Government. This pressure on

behalf of a body of liberal non-Communist organizations and

individuals in the West was utilized by Moscow in an inrenious

.ay, and was not unimportant in saving the life of Rakosi,

Gratitude does not exist in the constant class-stru-~gle
minded mentality of the Commmnist Party. The very same inter-
national liberals who saved his 1ife are condemned by Rakosi
28 svies in the nay of Western imp:rialists, and they coula azrdly
hone for any mercy snould they ever opacomo involved with the

jurisdictional machinery of the Soviet.

Lenin and Bela Xun

‘ Trere were no historic rooss of Communis<s in Hun a»», non
could the Comwunists claim any considerable sun ort i'ro.x the
ilun~arian nooulation on the basls of an encti el 1ici o
In s>ul~aria, or on a varliamentir, nasis as 1w Cz cv-~1 o
Ther eamli, ho v>+-, ~laim _hAat

-~ . ” 2] - 4 » B . H
cinleg At encvetd cpl dec 10
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part of the Soviet offort using the Lenin-Kun relationship
as a supporting basis. ,Ideoclogically, Rakosi and his asso-
ciates could and did regard themsclves as a "iayflower"
aristocracy of Cormmunists who had arrived on the vory first
boat launched by the same men who launched the Soviet in
Russia. Their pride of the past was furthor'strengthened
by the realisation that the revolution in Russia after Wi I, was
theoretiqally as much of a gamble as the underteking in illunsary.

In the decades following the defeat in 1919, many of
the leaders of the 1919 adventure in Hungary continued £o
interpret Lenin as Stalin did, and as a result they contirue
as members of the aristocracy of the Int rmational Comranunist
hierarchy. Rakosi and Eugen Varga belong to this class. 0t . °s,
whose interpretation was not in accordance with the doectrinal
line, had different exn~riences, Bela Kun was ~n insirniii - n-
figure in the ranks of the heratics, (See Anrenrtizz, Chavgen
II.)

Bela Xun ber~an his rrvelutionary carcer as a
war Party member. Durinc the period oi his clere
relationshiin with Lenin, Bela run, after a o .ola
convergatiaon, convinced 2213 e~ ilal th:t oo oo
ITLIsnn '-ol~war catns in Sipbncla Lo
Lime an M e B 7 K o B I N T

AR
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and thus the activity of Bela Kun in those camps was bezun and
continued on the road to revolutionarf operation in Hungary.
Kun received his training in an agitator school under
the personal guidance of Lenin. His futile, vpersonal back-
ground before the war in Hungary--an association with an
insurance comvany in Kolozsvar, some rathor unsavoury I'inan-
cial dealings, and failure to secure a post on the staff of
"Nepszava," the Social Democratic Dally--was later forrotlen.
- After receiving his assigmment for work in Hungary, Xun
arrived there on November 19, 1918 carrying a false pass»ort

"associated witn thae

issued to a certain "Dr. Sebestyen,"
Hunrarian Red Cross branch in kKoscow. Twonty-four associates
and considerable finances were under his control.

The Kun contingent arrived at a nronitious roment.
war was lost, nublic opinion was shattered, the miser) ol
years' warfare, couvnle? with the humiliation of deleat und
the uncortainty of the future of the dncrqaax riicni: v& o
the Hapsburg ionarchy--zll consil.ated a situation in .
ltoscow c~uld noo: Zor oasy achiiov...o. o L.

streat e s rvanions, atel

0 Tolet, Wil i
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We follow with great plessure your apnearance and jour
struggle under the flag of revolutionary socialism. . .
the realistic power of the bourgeoisie which is now deended
by the grateful sociallst clovms must be replaced by the
realistic prower of the oroletariat; this will dbecomec stronT-
er when it becomes a revolutionary dictatorship. . only
one is possible of the two. . .the bloody dictatorship
of the generals. . .or the dictatorship of workers who
build a now world on the ruins of the war. . .and the
party of the proletariat 1s our party which was re,ardod ’
in the beginning of the revolution as a "small groun of
crazy men" and which by now already more than a year nus
held the reins of state oower with a firm hand. . .and
sees with special pleasure how the brother parties stirenth-
en. . .the Russian party of the workers is surviving the
period of concessions with the oourreoisie wnicn is alwnys
ready to annease with the counter-revolution. . .In nunravy,
too, our brother party is strengthening and lesas to our
cormmon purnose of socialism on our common road: tae dic-
tatorship of the working class. . .then colla-se ol tne
bourgeoisie and the victory of the srcletsriat is inavitacle
. . .our victory, comrades, is inevitable. t.ail to worid
rovolutiont dail to the dictatorshin cf the ~rolsturiatl
Kail to the international Socialist Renublict! il to
Conrmuni smi A

This message demonstrates the s»irit os 2s-cr iy el

sariod of the Party struc le in Russia. This noric
lons imoact on the »hilos nhy of Coumrmunist leade~s It o
when tney look ¥:stward--rernie abrr the exuli-tion ~ToLae o

and days.

e ——————
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{ the beginning. He wrote:

Marx and Engels found 1t definitely essential to draw
the attention of the workers to the fact that the nrole-
tariat cannot just use the machinery of the bourgeois
state, cannot just get it started to its own purnose, but
has to destroy i1t, has to break it to vicces.

EThat was the purvose both in 1919 and 1945. But the 1919 exper-

éience taught the Communists that the methods had to be nmore subtle.
fFor instance, instead of large-scale firing of former civil se-v-
. ants, "legal" purges--effected gradually, and with the coo.c 'a-
Etion of and endorscment by the non-Communists as well--rave tne
- orocedure a semblance of lerality. Weanwhile--the Communists
reasoned--in this somewhat lengthier process, as it w-.s exccutel
in tho nost-world War II wcriod, ample time would be avail-ble
for the trainin., of a new state machinery of reliable Co...unis:c,
new civil servants. This reasoring was vart of tie nnilize:inn
of bourreois civil servants durinr the formative = ric: of o -
munist rule after World War I.
The article by Lenin in the 1919 dJunr~ ian Go i.ani. bt 1 o
contimed:
.To t-2lk avout are .danocrazy and  n ]
cmhuality, freedon, riale of ~11 tae - va)
“lse but te lauch at fne o~y s
~edic o aporerne, a0y e

* . -
ISRl AT U IR Kol e AR il

N yont LT N
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ginstructed thom by the method of suppression of one class by

an other. The term, "Democracy," has a new connotavion for
' the Communists. Mp, Rakosi, ln his definition of the word

;volces the Party Line views '

P !
A veoplet's democracy. . .is, according to its function,

a dictatorship of the nroletariat without the Soviet fornm. .

Lo
ngen he asks,

N What does it mean. . .whon power is talen into the

tﬁnds of the working class in a democratic remuolic? Is

‘ at_: also dictatorship? To this there is onl: one unswenr
i yes; unconditionally. ’ -

s
1

s + D
The "dictatorship of the proletariat" fincs lucid x»lanction Dy
Rakosi who continued in his sweccn:

fivoTésnSiCtatOPShiD of the vroletariot, sai¢ Stilin twenc . -
Sha e J;u_f ago{ is exactly like any other clases ol - lictaton-
%1__, maans to suroress resistance of the class -ners

1c nrolstarian state is the anmnnratus for the qW\ﬁ"n~i;fq
of the bourgeoisie. o o

Ty .
“urther, he exnlained that

. .

The neople's vernocracies, and anmon: ch.- foe
geopl?'s democracy, are in a nesition to asy: 3t
octﬂglat "iccatorshio witheut the sovi~t [err .
"N Dase therselves on the rre t Soviet inirn,

. Aps . e a-
0 alfirmed the POr3ini ity of asrta 114 §»

vithout "loonisneis
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not until the battle was won and Communist power was sacured.

-

The "Goalition Goverm.iens®, anesthotic, offering ideal-

istic cooparation with all other parties, was successfully

applied in Hungary from 1945. It took the patient quite some
time to discover that some of his limbs had been amputated.

The ponulation in Hungary discovered the loss of those demo-
cratic they voted for in 1945 only after the operation of the
Communist Party was accomplished. All this, however, accoraing
to Lenin, would result in "the liberation of mankind,"

The bourgeoisic is forced to be hyoocritical and call
the bourgooise republic 'the rule of the neonle! or ev:an
'pure democracy!, but the Harxist commmunists ruthlessl;
throw light on the fraud . . . all this is nothinr eli=ne
but the dictatorshin of the bourgcoisie, an: oni; the
dictatorshin of the vroletariat can liberate nancing,

Arain, referring to liarx:

. . . the revolutions arc tne locare iv:s o. ..l
. . the dictatorshin ol the »roletariat ..
humanity from the joke of canital nn. wur,
lloscow, December 23, 1918. Lenin.

The Commmunist deily in hun-ary »refaced ftnae Lol

the remark that

Co~mra.ec Lenin, thr I'r *e-ost 11 0'or -0,
the intsrnational H»el —-riat, sent uc t.u-u
whicn £ et ~ives riere -7 nth e over,
the Ui h' fo.o the Intes» Lo ol a3 »roi
in the loud surisir vonlce:g o Llor, a3 i
rrrarian Soeial Leruw oratal

Avie 47

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

24

part of the international revolution closely allied with Soviet

L

Russia. This nrinciple has always been uvheld, althoush ¢ rtain

variatlons in the tactical nhasos werec employed. In Decenwer of

1918 the Communists announced:

We want to arouse the class conrciousness of the ..anrar-
ian oroletariat. . .we want to or-anize them Yor the firht
and arouse in him the feelins of international solirn .~ity
which was willfully iamoened in them. . .it will link them
tp the Soviet Renublic of Russia as well as ever vinee where
this revolution has to breal: out. Hail to the class stra 1no.
Hail to the pro%etariat revolution. iHail to the “hird
Internationnl.’ i

Tne Radio-Contact with Lenin

On March 21, 1919, the Cortnunists in dunsary seized tie

pover from the Socialist Karolyi regime. Th L veéy ni hit Lhey

-

contacted Moscow on the wirsless under dificull teehnicol ~ire
stances, as at that time the racio was a orimitive a - i-
£ *ry -
Tollowing Hunrarian ressa~e vas sent to the canital ol Int v
¢ al Corcmunism:’
. .The Hun-ariar $nvie= 1uslic asns
wirecless. Comrade Leain, the -an “ricn
last ni:znt conue~ed the =n er ov o» t.-
introdnced the dictabersnin Nt tne yreles
you 33 tie leader ol M1a Inberr fieaval poros
convey the cimdressic-n of sow o~ ys) $ia. o
Freesin s o 211 bhe Ram ten veyel bic ‘

v moast itmmann it nre. alsioe,

To  he
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step. 1In 1945, however, ecniploying the improved tactic in Hun—ary
and all the other countries in Bast Eurnpe, the Con.nunists ¢ re-

fully postponed the merger of the Social Democrats until all othner

s Q

dangers were abolished. In fact, the merger in 1948 became the

final step .in the process of consolidating power; tho very step,

however, without which the Gleichschaltung of vower--the -reroc-

uisite to socialism--would not be complete. This is a permanent
feature. Thirty years later, in June of 19&8, the Commmunist
Party of the Soviet Union wired its congratulations to the
Congress of the Hungarian Workers Party on the occasion of the
merger of the Social Democratic Party with the Commmunist Purt,:
"The Corrmnist Party of the Soviet Union sends 1its wurm 5o
greetines and all its best wishes to the new unified »Ha-ty,
congratulates past results of the rirht and cconoaic re-
construction. The union of the two workinc »urties is an
event in the history of the Hunrarian vorkins- roverment ol
nistoric significance."'?Sirned, liosccw, June 1v, 1918,

Central Committce of the Communist Party of thi sSoviet
Union.

The nane of thne nerred varties in 1919 was "Socia._iss koo
naniing ths Jingl deeision ol tne coriins .0 cow Con: re.
the Third Internationsl., After ¢ conciie .zl
acraenent--an’ Jinal Adecision in thir i2aste

Trr Eoscow—--the Party arri:ed to seleec= {3 n»

cravic and Connvnil t Po

L

The Lin~ L r Tem
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relationship and trust of Lenin in Kun. Further, this radio
message appealed to Soviet Russia for guidance:

The Hungarian Socialist Republic recuests the defense and
arms alliance ‘of the Soviet Government, and with arms in
our hand we will fight all the enemies of the proletarilat
. + . We reguest immediate information on the military
situation.

This showed how closely the Hungarian Soviet was tied to the
fate of the Russian Soviet at that time. The Hungurian Com-

munists wired to Lenin the complete text of their Manifesto

issued "For All" which gives the essence of their whole oro-
gram, This program of the Hung.rian Communists was thus

submitted to the approval of Lenin the very first night of

¢
their rule.
The main features of the Hungarian llanifesto were:

Declaration of the complete unity in nrinciples and s-irit
with the Russian Soviet Government. Offers alliuance n-nas
to maintain a powerful Arry, details the drastic land
reform, etc,

Lenin answered:

To Comrade Bela Kun, I have forwarded your messare iunt
ncew to the Russian Communist Bolshevik Party Conrress.

The enthusiassm 1s boundless. We will let you know v~
decisions of the Moscow conference of the Third Inu-»-
national as soon as possible as well as sena you veuorts
on the military sitaation . . . It is definitely ers nui .
to maintein constant wireless coanccticns betwesn . - v .-os
and lMo~cow, with Communist mresti-ncs. Lenin,

The Hunrarian Corrunist '21ly comrented on tne Lev'n
in e - lines:

With you In the siccess, thal 1Is (e sae
whess » ~»dn grnealk the no le 3 4 -ere

CNG whe 1o of sagletas

gy
A A e 3 N e
I PN !
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gg:%gspgﬁggégi§§ZS§§2§13§§u§§1§?eﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁiiiiiﬁ?@iﬁ@?ﬁ?“
struggle éoo. Forwardwft? Yogoigt:gglgigggzgéd?ut tn the
THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MUSCOVITES

This realization of the close association from the be-
ginning 1is essential to understand the mentality of the Mus-
covites who from that time onward spent decades of their lives
in the fight vaged from Moscow, all ovor Europe, in the under-
ground, and in ~risons. After thirty years the consolida-
tion of the vower which they unsuccessfully tried to retain
in 1919 made them regard the success as a logicai seguence
and part of the "historic necessity." This absolute identity

. With the interests and aims of Moscow'is even more impnortant

than the fact that they were all Soviet citizens, married to
Russians, and held imoortant positions in the Soviet Army

and the Civil Service. All these features tney retained
through the arrangement of "Duel Citizenship" laws passed

in Hungary in 1945, Their very essence Sécame their oneness
with Moscow in every respect, olindly ani without any coneid-

eratio as to any other sentiment or intevest. 7o the:m, Com
- aba y asa™

! muni sm ] s i} ) s :
3 on & "national” basis, i.c., not "throusrh" the nati--

i
) The cloze relationshin betyeen Kun and the 1o ~p o~
Russian revolution, and narticul -]+ Lﬂniﬁ. was s e
?hat ?he entente sent fanecral Smufsdto‘ﬁu-éwg?f ?ﬁ
; K nwith the rrecable desi'n of Tralin- ont i; &;
© °s an in-betvenrr with the Soviet Russian rnvp;n;n
ins tonk bl ce on 4nril 4th and th, 1919, *,
-wivg-’e t'ain o; %-nn a1l Srut s, (‘suc:*lsﬁ ‘v" Afl ¢
on tne du o rarday D agatl e ‘n’ t:-"m:e' "w'::h".:'?
Comstant telananas parn s Ttiem o weq '
N, ‘
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interast of Soviet Russia was gas unthinkable as was Christianity
°n a national basig to a Catholic, Barankovics, the leader of
the Hungarian Peopnle's Democratic Party, before he fled Hungary
in 1949, had a talk with Rakosi concerning national Communism.
Rakosi tried to persuade the Democratic leader to organize ga
Hungarian National Catholic Church which would be indenendent of
Rome , Barankovics declined, explaining: "Christianity on a na-
tional basis does not have any meaning for me. You, lir. R=kosi,

. Who are firhting g
"hting Tito, should understand that."ﬂxhakosi did not

.. have an answer,

The Telegram from Lenin

In ]“aI (o] 53 (0] ? O 1 W
2 h, 1919’ Bala I(un Pel OI‘S t a tele.' ram ('I‘ .Lt>rll y IlLCh
| e i -

It is "

COnstiggziggcessa.y to stick to the letter of the Russian

Russian vaoilé{.one has to lezarn or the mistakes eof tn:

°°untor-rév01§t{§§' . .ghdo not know such thing ~s - o
. . ) T .

more left than I am. . *i&ﬁ 18 no maen in the Party

" Lenin furth
=S rther clarified ‘ i i
! the is4ue in this same telerran:
We are hanpy ] i
| bat oo racg; ﬁggt.you lay the main ernasis not on wopas
.. tion angd b ;ﬁn at'e the moture guarantees' ot' th . I“L“'f."] -
§ class relaty e stress has to b2 laid on tho shiis 3“
| ons to the intevest of ti for, . )
| 3§ 01 the »rol: tyrj«r,,
-—1} ral
. e sipnifi-~ance or Lis Leain tal s~n o
; T & 2 o !
:tor on t} il
2 r o 12 tactics
eLics of Connnis: .ag tar
1 8 .88 taat 1
, annd ’ wor:i H
\ MoT on words, paig VRPY cnuance o g

iy . I . :
oy »v 0 ose o Co vmni .t

i
)

jltactie
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During the first May 1lst celebration oI the Hungarian
Communists, in 1919, Chicherin, the Soviet Russiar. Commisar
of Foreign Affairs, sent

. . . warmest brotherly greetings . . . and with partic-
ular pleasure we greet the heroicly struggling working
people . . . who fight as a vanguard in the fight for
international workers brotherhood in the great world war
of the liberation of work . . . we have many enenies

. . . the 1luck of oattle bends here and there . . .
their power 1is great . . . and we cannot always

pride with victory . . . but the success of our cause

is increasing day by day . . . and Ve oroceed forward

in the certainty of victory . . . 2%

This message clearly shows that at that time the alliance vias

not only close between Soviet Russia and Soviet Hungary, out

it was on equal footing, a fact which changed consideraoly

after World War II. The Muscovites conceded that the pattle
in Hungary in 1919 was a lost one, out the other battle, in
Russia, was won and, thercfore, offered an opportunity to
continue the flght in Hungary. Vhen the timinr wes ri-ht,
with the full backing of Moscow, not only ideolos~ically tihils
time, but with the vowerful Red Army's sﬁnnort, another
battle could be fought. This consistency of »urnase is an
esaential feature of the Muscovite mentallity, dating Hack Lo
1919. 1In that derree »f onenoss wiih Soviet :usiula, -.0v
could anyone =2xnect the linscovites to see thnat al.nert

the acts ol tn3z Red Army in wmnecary in 1045, cil. i

the arvest of n imvortarnt Hurcurian nem-Co tiindsu 1

gould ne an iwrince enu of jun .rian sevacelotout

ia only orn~ =avacelrnicy exlsvrin: to v o

3
fal . + Ayn o ar .
L'ln o 1 ;.“ .“ A ey ~ [N 1 s

[} - N ‘
vt L AR T I
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tactics in the battle for "socialism",)both in 1919 and in the
post-World War II period could only be guided by the sole motive
of interest of Soviet Russia. This explains the possibility that
Rakqsi is one of the féw men living who has reportedly a direct
telephone line to Stalin.

The almost symbolic military aid in 1919 was dwarfed by the
gigantic steamroller machinery of the Red Army in 1945, which for
a considerable-period kept over one m;llion members in Hungary
after 1945,--this in a country of nine and a half million.

.Aslde from the ideological backing of 1919, the
seeds of.military aid from Moscow were sown already. In March
of 1919, Maxim Gorki had sent a wire to Kun congratulatinc~ the
Hungarian Cormunist leader on the achi-vement of victory: "Our
hoarty greetings . . . a new ers starts . . . your example will

-
-~ %

| shortly be followed by the whole world. " -

's‘ Gy. Lukacs, Commissar for XZducation in Hungary in 1919, who

iplays an important role today as well, explained the diffrence

"betwzen the movement in Hunrary and Russia in 1919:
H They say .e want to copy the Russian Revoliticnh . . .
; There 1s a considerable difference betwe-n the -ove .~ & i
i Russia and in Hungary . . ., that is that shile in <iasis
i the movemr,nt c-~uld only consolidate 1tsel® aftar .-va .4
resistance f'ichts. . . the wrekness an- immo—alit~ o1 -
Hungarian bourgecisie made it possinle to firn* *in
battle without blood, and in the insti!:ticral on ani. -
tion we fot censinerably rurthor than they,

, R . .
cart tyme 4 wrie sy e o meynt o

.",_,:-]t T o . oo
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wWe had the advantage against Russia that we could orocco:
with the rebuilding jnmediately, and in four weeks could soc-
ialize more than 1,000 factories, whille the Russians were on-.;
able to socialize 513 after a year.
This rashness of reforms, under which the Hungarian economy becaint
paralyzed in 1919, was one of the very important lessons to the
Communists. In 1945 they no longer attempted to excel Russla.
More gradual speed was & basic improvement in the tactics over
1919, a clear demonstrat on that the 1919 Bela Kun revolution,
as well as the whole 30-year exveriment in Russia, was utilized

to the utmost by the Communists.

The Letter from Lenin

As proof of the importance to Lenin of Hungarian Cormmunism,
Pravda, on June 6, 1919, published a letter from Lenin to the
Hungarian workers from Petrograd, in ¢ynich Lenin calls tne ung-
arian Communist revolution the first revolution which oroke out

in Western Turope (sic) and is therefore the firsT examHle in

2,6
viestern Eurove." ”

The comolete tacticol line was also 1l2id down in tanie lotter,
and in Lenin's messace to the liun~arian workers:

Fighting for f{ nal socialism, the hesiteiions an con-
cessions of other elements can or.y be effectively oy,
by the unnending steel-like dictatorshin or =1 or- ni~-r
lutionary nrole =2ri~t. . .in orier to wchiirve tne
the vevolution, -11 this has to oe execatea witn o
all resistance 5 to wa brolen. . .the scel .l
not only ow-ose by the cnalualisc ann ooar eic
but by the snall pourcenisie Aas «-ll, 1o eVo Lo
thoso workers shc can ot rin Canmenlves Prelt oo
~ais t-nditions. . .the Jovalr - ¢ 1oment o4 b
stmive “or snci~lisgm ana thie o awirerat aLle
gn 1o af 18 erons 11l ot LTe oty o

[ [ - LTI I ! 4 ..
13 LJirtaterss ., U S U S !
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broken down by the dictatorship of the proletariat. . .

these elements will have to be educated by showing tnem all

the bensfits of the new order.2f
Neither Bela Kun or Rakosi succeeded in achieving this tactical
“ine., The essence of tactics remained the same--the dictatorship
of the proletariat--but the sugar-coating of the people's democracy
could be applied witi. i1 different form, owing to the changed status

of the Soviet Union. In his book The Year of Decisions, Rakosi

explainsg it:

As to the functions of the People!s Democracy, it is
a dictatorship of the proletariat--that!s exactly where wve
come back to 1919--without the Soviet form. The transition
from cavitalism into socialism varies. One follows the
Soviet form; the oth:>r one is the people!s democracy. The
reason is that the people's democracy can have a dictator-
ship of the proletariat without the Soviet form is . . .
the new strength gained by the victory of the Soviet Union _,
against Fascism, which resulted in the people's democracies. ™

Lenin, in his 1919 message, gave specific instructions._for
handling "the hesitating elements" and the "new joiners":

Be firm. If hesite.lon is apparent among those who
joined . . . just yesterday or among the small bourgeois
element, suppress that hesitation. The class rule of the
proletariat relies on the organized strength of the orole-
tariat and all the achievements of science, technique and
capital . . . this and the knowledge of the psychology of
all types of workers and its suveriority against the workers
in the villages and small vroducers who are less organized
and less consequent . . . these are needed to win over the
peasants and the small bourgeois worker to socialism . . .
in times like these when according to the historic situation
only two types of dictatorship are possible, either the
capitalist counter-revolution or the revolutionary prole-
tariat dictatorsnip, everything can weaken the latter and
alienate it from them, That half and half way of thinking
endeavours as a means of counter-revolution dictatorship,
to overthrow the power of the proletariat . . . and by
hampering the revolutionary proletarian dictatorship, in
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reality is the vilest instrument of the counter-revolution,
to break the strength of the revolution.?

The Doctrinal Roots of Contemporary Communist Party Philosoohy
in 1919

Foreign Policy

Immanent in the basic philosophy of Communism is the ever-
stressed belief that the entire world will one day be dominatsd

by the Communists:

. . .we have the unshakeable conviction that the evolution

of the world unavoidably leads towards Socialism. . .but

we also know that on this road it may be stopped by arms

for a considerable time. . .Our struggle is for the interests
of the vroletares all over the world, 30

This belief is indigenous to the operation of Communist Foreign

.

Policy:

The basis of the foreign policy of the proletar state

is the unshakable trust in historic necessities. , , &
foreign policy of offensive character would be the maximum

of folly and purvoselessness, The attack was always started
by international imperialism for the very reason that the
very existence of the proletare state means a life threat

to every cavitalist state.

The essence of Communist foreign policy, which is operating
on the 1919 basis, is harmonious with the above quotations. It
includes the motive of the fanatic belief that the capitalist

states are bound to collapse within themselves without the ne-

. cessity of outside intervention. However, as this is a historic

necessity, and some of the Imperialist leaders also realize it,
the capitalists will try to annihilate the Communist states be-
fore their own collapse occurs. This state of tension constitutes

a perpetual threat to the peace of the world and the existence of
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the Communists states who, therefore, have to naintain a strong
army to defend themselves against the aggressive designs of

Viestern imperialists,

Communist Concept on the Use of Diplomacy for World Revolution

The role of Foreign Policy in the Commuwiist state is closely

allied with the long-range plan of World Revolution:
- +The only viewpoint in foreign policy is world revolution
+ +Our foreign policy 1s to increase that revolution. %o

increase the Hungarian proletare revolution is our interior

policy. Foreign and imperial policy a

lution, both in national and ati .

The many exchanges of notes, all the diplomatic courtesies

don't mean anything on any side, Clemenceau and his

associates, if they could do it, would Strangle with armed

forces the Russian and the Hungarian proletare states, 22
This outlook is basic in Communist philosophy. The Cormunists
are convinced that owing to the pcrmanent warfare between cap-~
italist powers and warfare between the international revolution
and International capitalism, the so-called peace is nothing but
an intermission of the cavitallst syc<tem for the next war.
Furthermore, they are convinced that the West is never sincere
in its expressions of peace towards the Communist states, All
the divlomatic courtesies, the speeches of the West, are re-
garded as nothing less than a disguise for war ourposes.

This logic in Communist philosophy regarding diplomacy as
Just another form of warlare between states convinced them of
the justice of their ovm diplomacy: using their own divlomats

for consviracy against the very states to which they are accred-

ited, while painfully adhering to the forms of orotocol,

: - 000040005-6
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The same Communist philosophy takes a cynical stand on inter-

national frjiendship, as the Communists strictly belleve in the con-
tinuity of class warfare. The fact tha£ the masses in the West do
not exhibit thneir complete willingness to join the world revolution -
is interorcted by the Communists with the exnlanation that they are
not yet ready; thus, it is the nurpose of arents carrying diplo-
matic passports to serve the revolution through nenetration of the

lowar ranks in canitalist countriss.

The Use of the "One Policy" in Exoloiting the "Contradictions"

The line was indicated clearly in 1919 in an exolanation of
the fact that in Comrmunist strategy th-re are no separate policies,
only the policy of the revolution, which must be achieved through
various tactical mcans in the Communist state itself and in the
non-Comnmunist statos abroad:

. . .Prior to the imperialist develoving. . .there was no
united reactionary mass. . .1t was reactionary, but notb
united. . .It would be a xrong attitude not to exnloit the
contradictions which stand between. . .different imperialist
countries. . .Thesc contradictions are so deep growing, that
it is dead certain that we can base part of our foreign
policy on these contradictions. . . 33

. These arc, accordins to Stalin, the three most important contra-
dictions in the canitalist system:

First contradiction: The conflict between labor and cavital.

Second contradiction: The conflict between the various fi-
noncial grouns and the different imperinlist powers in their
comnetition for control of the sources of the raw material for
foreign territory.

Third contraidiction: The conflict between the small
grouns of dr:inant tcivilized! nations on the one hand,
and the hundrads of millions of persons who make up the

o
colonial and denendent neoples of the world on the other., 7
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In 1919, Bela Kun delineated ‘the interior policy of the
workers! movement in accordence with the contradictions of im-

perialist states:

. + .In the interior nolicy of the workers! movement, the
tactics which wanted to utilize the contradictions of in-
terest between the various sections of the reactionary
masses was completely justified. . .The Imperialist capital-
ism of Wilson. . .wanted to secure the vossibility for the
United States to have free and large-sccle business traffic
with European countries. . ,All these and the question of
their vassal satellite states in their spheres or interest,
the economic orientation of the Poles. . .are such questions
on which we can securely build our foreign policy. . .We
don't claim that only the international proletare revolution
helps us. . .We have to make use of all those gaps and contra-
dictions which stand between the hostile imperialists, from
each other. . .who stand opposite us, 9%

The Cormmunist Concent of the Interrelation of Western Imperialism
and German Imoerialism

ilany years grior to the outbreak of the Cold WNar, the Commu-
nists had cstablished their basic attitude towsrd the German Quest-
ion, an:i hurled the charre (now commonly heard) that Americen and
Enclish canitalists were bidding for mastery of the world. The
Hunrarian Communist daily, in 1919, wrote:

. « «The imperialist world will employ every mcans to have the
Enslish and American ruling class as the force to move the
world. *. .The foreign volicy of the leading powers of the =n-
tente are filler with blood and business. . .and they force
this bloody business activity on 21l those states whon they
force to join them. . .Again they return to the territory of
most selfish business calculations, and they want to dircct
the world again from a business office. . .Colonization in
big and small, that is the new course of the international
capitel. . .The exvloitation policy of the International c.n-
italists and on to the new stage. . .and although to the
Hungarisn workers it is a great honor that England and America
want to make them work for their cavitalists. . .and even
their workers, he doesn't 2sk any of this honor and pre-

fers to die till the last than to sell his body and soul

and wife ané children to the devil of capital. . .He will
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In 1919, Bela Kun delineated the interior policy of t<he
workers! movemont in accordance with the contredictions of im-

perialist states:

. . .In the interior nolicy of tihe workers' rniovenent, the
tactics which wanted to utilize the contradictinns of in-
terest between the various sections of the reactionary
masses was completely justified. . .The Imperialist canltal-
ism of Wilson. . .wanted to secure the vnossibility for the
United States to have free and large-scazle opuslness traiilc
with Buropsan countries. . .All these and the question of
their vessal satellite states in their spheres of interest,
the economic orientation of the Poles. . .are such juestions
on which we can securely build our foreign policy. . .We
don't claim that only the international proletare revolution
helps us. . .We have to make use of all those gaps and contre-
dictlons which stand between the hostile imperialists, from
. each other. . .who stand opposite us. 3’

The Commmunist Concept of the Interrelation of Western Tmperiilism
and German Imperialism

Many years grior to the outbrrak olf tho Cold War, the Corunu-
nists had ostapblished their basic attitude towsrd tne forman . 2cst-
ion, ani hurled the charre (now commonly heard) that Aneric r anc
Enclish canitalists were bidding for mastery of tne world. Jue
Hunrarian Communist daily, in 19.9, wrote:

. . .The imperialist world vill employ every m:ans Lo nav: .
Bnelish and American ruling class as tne rorce to w0ve the
world. . .The foreign volicy of the leadinge noucms ol tu A
tente are riller with blood and rusiness. . .and tac, Tov:o:
this bloody ousiness activity on ~1ll1 thote rtat:s uno.r -~
force to join them. . .A~ain they et un to ia: Torivey,
most selfisnh business calculations, ane taay want to wirc~.
the wo»ld arnin from a wusiness oftrice. . Lolanico vior i
bi~ and small, that is the new ecoucse =7 the irt.rn Lo L
canital. . .The e mleita .ion Hollie: o tae :
italists and on to t..o new sta~, . .0

un -arian wovkers it is A ~rect nenor in

want to m-l:e therm work oz their e~ I W11,

thnir orkar:, he doesa't nou ) o (it

fers o dic will the last taan to 11

and ite wn o ecsil ven to it tevit oL
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no longer be cannon fodder. . .but will remain on the
present Communist system which. . .unites all the meterial
and spiritual forces to stop the exploitation of his body
and soul and to organize a socict% which will serve the
well-being of the people egually, 2

The power of Germany was--even in 1919-~recognized as a
vital factor in the movement toward conflict: Referring to
the reluctance of the imperialists to dismantle German war
industry after World War I, Bela Xun said:

- » +This 1is nothing else but a disguised fight against
Bolshevism, which beccame open in Germany where the view-
point concerning the limitation of armed power was that
so much armed power should be left to Germany, which would
Jjust be enough to defend the capitalist system and break
down the Bolshevist movement. . .The peace politics of
imperialism is nothing else but grave reaction against which
nothing else can be done but to continue the class struggle
"« o «Now the center of gravity is on the question of German
and Austrian peace treaties. . ,The workers will have no
other cholce but either to bear the consequence of the im-
perialist war by hunger or to get rid of the conseguences
of the imperialist war by organizing their owvn power their
own dictatorship. 1In the international progress of revo-
lution, not only these two countries Russia and Hungary
mean a step forward, but it is undoubtedly a fact that the
victorious imperialist countries cannot avoid their fate
- + oWe can surely reckon with Italy and France. The soli-
darity of their proletares besides the Hungarian and Rus-
sian Soviet. . .As apparent in those strikes which go on
in Italy and France and the size of which is huge, accord-
ing to our information, 327

This reference by Bela Kun to the mobilization of the workers
in Italy and France and to have them express their solidarity
Qith widespread strikes closely resembles the repetition of
those‘same tactics which were employed thirty years lster;
tactics which are a basic part of an ideology which features
war as an essentigl prerequisite for the disturbed condition

which wil; 2ld -the aim of the world movement,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



oreign policy of Ger-
‘ emphasized today.
are by no;means better. . .The
‘Western politics 1is'bared now:
sWhichidistinguish the ‘individual
ol ‘.(L-"l':.d‘.;. "‘nd: kr'to- . .Al‘bhough
‘their designs that every
drawninto the sphere of
robber ‘states and that
;thair:yoke; however, the
0-{1ght ‘among themselves. . .
:does not mean lack of competition
aclvidusl nations, but means a continuing
 redistribution of. the: world).the fight for
»10 08t :ruthless competition. on the completely anarchic
worldieconomic’ markets,dd . )

The only: expression ntsaiig from theds phreses'is "The Marshall
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r;iig‘;* The pattern of Party Line tactics in 1919 has its count-
erpart in every Communist utternice,’:_todny._ As examples: 1In
1919, a Conmunist article on the pacifiasm of the West:

¢ « oNobel=-Carnsgie. . .the pacifists of capitalist im-
perialism, . ,Pacifism is unnecessary; in fact, it is g
harmful lie, as long as there.is capitalism, because cap=-
italism doesn't recognize peace. The proletare revolution
and -the production of Socialism is the .only road leading
out from this dark thoroughfare which leads essentially
to war, . .Socialism is poeace. . ,Capitalism is war, , .3
From a speech in 191_9: "Foreign imperialists and oups made an
: ' #o - '
elliance." " In today's phraseclogy, exactly the same arguments
are ‘emphasized, replacing, usually, the word "counter-revolution-
T .. .
ary";:with "peactionary", and instead of calling themselves "oro-

letare states," usually "people's democracy" is used. Even

‘
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noro fi&firioant i- tho rut tlu.t ouctly the uxu connuniat
1, .
: hilo Ophy 1l cnphuuod :ln addition to lbncow by Warsaw, Prague,
P“: Buehnrut. and Jotf!,
t do-mult philotophy in roro;lgn arra:lra wu
lu
id dovn 1n_1919, »and umounood 1n uvero.l or :1ts aspects by
Bolu Kun
tf‘l urlicr thnn stann, 1ndica.tu that in the Communist
non uity, and. 1n th:l.l cau, tho mentality of the Hunga.ria.n
l(uscovit
. 11 n, the imperialiat reactionary rorces repeat themaolvea
muvoid b
, une l ? a ly, try:lng ‘to use exnctly the same atrategy, and, con-
sequontily, the COnlmnists employ. the same line representing
continuity in tho:lr own policy.
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| I Ty of ;,_ay ,the Presidiun of. the Comintern met under
thefchumammp of’ Dimitrov in'Moscow. In addition to the
memberl, two othera ioro invitod' Bola Kun, who formerly had
been,a member of tho .Presidium, ‘and’ Engon Varga, the well-knowm
oconopist who took an 1nportlnt;partAig the 1919 revolution in
Hungary, | ' .

After a few introdustory: rq-ark-, ‘Chairman Dimitrov empha=
sized ‘the graat importance of the meeting and asked the members
to bo Lfirm unden.rgqyic, Following him, Mamuilski, the repro-
sontative of the Russisn:CeMminist Party, book a file frog his
briefcase and reaﬁxthgigp lian tranalation of a letter which
Bela Kun wrote to tbdfmbgb!r-orggnizationa,of the Hungarian
Communist Party. thihgciﬁgﬁlnn letter oriticized the policy

. of the Comintern. After reading a Paragraph which particularly
and severely criticized the Third International, Manuilski stopped
and turned to Kun. "Jell us, Kun, is this text really from you?
Did you write and distribute 1£ph »

Kun became white and answefed, "Yes, it originates from me,"

and’ started to give the reasons in detail by presenting an account

(1)
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APPENDIX 0 CHAPTER II

The Trial and Death of Bela Kun

| In the May 19, 1919.1saue of "Nyugati Hirnok," appears a
report on the death of Bela Kun, signed by Fhonti. (The paper
remarks that, nccordipg to their information, A. Gellert, while
on a Scandinavian journey in 1948, acquired the information from
& witness who was present at the occurrence.)

In July of 1937, the Presidium of the Comintern met under
the chairmanship of Dimitrov in Moscow. In addition to.the
members, two others were invited: Bela Kun, who‘formerly had
been a member of the Presidium, and Eugen Varga, the well=knovm
ecoqomist who took an important part in the 1919 revolution in
Hunéary.

After a few introductory remarks, Chairman Dimitrov empha-
sized the great importance of the meeting and asked the membors
to be firm and ensrgetic. Following him{ Mamuilskl, the reore~
sentative of the Russian Commnist Party, took a file {rom his
briefcase and read the Russian translation of a letter which
Bela Kun wrote to the member organizations of the Hunparian
Communist Party. This circular letter criticized the policy
of the Comintern. After.reading a paragraph which particularly
and severely criticized the Third International, Mandilski stopped
and turned to Kun. "Tell us, Kun, is this text really from you?
Did you vrite end distribute it?"

Kun became white and answered, "Yes, it originates from me,"

and started to give the reasons 'in detaill by presenting an account

(1)
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of his service to the Party, his connections with Lenin which go
back!prior to 1917, his activity in Hungary, his imprisonment

in Bﬁdapest and Vienna.. He explained, on the basis of his old
relationship with the very beginnings of the Party, that he felt
he had a right to criticize certain aspects and he gave all his
1deoloéica1 and political roeasons,

The members of the Presidium, who mostly lived in the same
place, the Hotel Lux, which was reserved mainly for well-knovn
foreign Commnists, listened to him. They were: Dimitrov,
Manuilski, Togliatti, Piecke, §uusinen, etc. After Kun fin-
ished his explanation, Manuilski continued by emphasizing a
sentence of the Kun letter which was directed against the leaders
of the Comintern: uIsn't it true, Bela Kun, that you wrote thils
besmireching accusation against the leaders of our Party? Whom
did you want to hurt with that?"

Kun lost his temper and shouted to Manuilski, "Po you and
the ones who are similar to yout"

"No, Bela Kun, you didn't mean me or others similar to me.
You know exactly that we all only execute the will of our be-
loved leader, Comrade Stalin. You wanted to attack Stalin."

The Finn, Kuusigwépoke similerly, and then Professor
Varga accused Beia Kuﬁ and, in fact, made him responsible for
the failure of the Hungarian Comrmunist revolution ;n 1919.
According to Varga, this was a direct conseguence of the econom-

ic policy of Bela Kun, particularly in that he nationalized the

(2)
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land immediately instead of distributing it first, thus deviat~
ing from the Soviet example, and arousing the peasants against
the regime, facilitating the work of the reaction. (9n check-
ing the 1919 sources in newspapers, this critical attitude of
Eugen Varga's can clearly be ascertained on several occasions
and in public speeches in which he criticized Bela XKun.)

Bela Kun answered, "I am going to protest to Comrade Stalin
agalinst a;l your acousations. I will tell him all the details
and I am sure he will agree with me,"

Manuilski answered, "Comrade Stalin will be informed of
the details, but not by you,"

After a short debate, Dimitrov summed up the political
attitude of Bela Kun, explaining that he deviated from the Line
and vanted to foment a rebellion within the Third International;
therefore, he is an enemy of the pegple and has to be dealt with
as such. Dimitrov suggested that Kun be excluded from the In-
ternational and deprived of all his functions. This was ac-
cepted unilateraly.

At the gate policemen waited for Bela Kun, and it became
knovm that fifteen days later he was executed in Uman in the

Ukraine.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



' " CIA- 01043R002000040005-5
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 - CIA-RDP81-0104 = B
Cl R : . ’

CHAPTER III

THE INTERRELATION r% THE HUNGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY
. SOVIET RUS3TA .

The Interrelation in 1919
-M——m

It is fmoortant to note that in the beginning Russian aig

to Hungary assumed a purely ideological ang political form with
Russian div;sions'playing only a symbolic role. The strength of the
Soviet regime in 1919 in Russia was extremely limited, but, act-
ing on the military threat against the newborn Communist regime

in Hungary, Moscow, on April 2s, 1919, declared: "Everybody

should take arms to defend., . ,the Hungarian Soviet Republic,t
And on May 4th, the Communist daily, under the caption: 'ghe
Russian Workers Aid the Hungarian Republic with Arms,"?uﬁe-

ported from Moscows ‘Mop May lst--in Moscow--they emphasized
everywvhere the nacessity do actual fighting for the Hungarian

Soviet Republic," on Hay 9th, Trotsky sent a telegram to the

Russian division of the First International Red Brigade in

While actual military assistance was not considerable, the
unity of Moscow and Hungarian Communispm c¢ould hardly have becon
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demonstrated better, and it Is only logical to the Muscovite
mentality that in 1945, when the position of the Soviet was
radically altered, they should accept and welcome without
hesitation the help and pressure of the Red Army in their
- fight,
During the ‘May lst celebration of the Hungarian Communists,
Gsicsorin, Commissar of Foreign Affairs in Soviet Russia, sent
. . .warmest brotherly greetings. . .and with particular
pleasure we greet the heroicly struggling working veople
. . owho fight as a vanguard in the fight for internation-
al oneness in the workers brotherhood in the great world
war of the liberation of work. . .we have many encmies
. . othe luck of battle bends here and there. . .their
pover is great. . +the success of our cause is- increas-
ing day by day. . .apd we proceed forward in the certain-
ty of victorye. . . #°
This message clearly shows that during that time the alliance
between Soviet Russia and Soviet Hungary was not only close,
1t was almost on an equal footihg: "We do not stand alone,
st
Soviet Russia stands by us." Today the same sentiment is -
expressed in the election apoeal of the Independent People's
Tront as broadcast by Budapest on April 17, 1949:

We will defend our country; we stand shoulder to L
shoulder with our great liberator and ally, the U.S5.S.R.

The abiding faith which the Hungarian Communists felt for
Russia was well expressed by T. Szamuelly during the Congress
of the Party:

The duty of the Hungarian Soviet Republic, tho most

eminent solldarity toward the Russian Soviet. . +L do not
want to zo into the details of the duty towards the Rus-
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sian Soviet. . .but uﬁdoubtedly we cannot give up the fight
. or stop i1t until the Russian proletariat is in danger.%s

The‘COmmuniats, even then, regarded themselves as fighting for
thﬂ interssts of Soviet Russia.

| Szamuelly himself was the lialson with Soviet Russia, flying
several times £o ﬁoscow and back, in 1919, a 2000-kilometer flight
over 'the Carvathians,

After one such flight, when Szamuelly returned with Russian
newsreels on the Communist fight in Russia, the arrival of Lenin
in Kiev, etc., the Commander of the Hungarian Red Army, Bohm--
Hungarian Minister in 1947 in Stockholm--in a Command of the Day
lauded the flight of Szamuelly as "endangering his life and thus

fulfilling the task with which he was entrusted." “7

Contemporary Communist Party Reappraisel of the 1919 Interrelation

Pro-Soviet orientation of 1919 is traced in an article
published in the official Communist daily in Budepest. The writer
compares 1919 with the failures of other struggles for freedom
in Hungerian history (the Revolution of 1848, etc.):

In 1919 for the first time in Hungarian history at last it
havpened that we received ald to the Hungarian national cause,
to the Hungarian national progress from the East. The alliance
and unity in arms, the Soviet orientation concluded by the
Hunrarian Soviet Reoublic, and opens up a new »hase in Hungar-
ian national foreign policy. It is necessary to soveak more
about the fact how much the foreign policy of our people's
democracy continues on the same route which was opened  up
in 1919, °°

Commaring the status of Soviet Russia at that time with the

then existing regime, the article continues:
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At that time the Socialist state was just about born
in the Soviet Union, was bleeding of thousand wounds and
fighting for {ts very existence. Today the Soviet Union is
the first powor of the world and one of our most staunch
supvorters for the fighting working class, At that time
the Hungarlan bourgeoisie survived the war with small
wounds, In 1945 it was crushed to pieces under the beating
of the Soviet Army and the Hungarian peonle. At that time
the peasantry, because of the land reform we missed, was
hostile to us or neutral in the best case.

THE INTERRELATION FROM 1945

The Red Army Excesses

‘ ‘The Soviet Army was characterized by the commandant of the
Soviet garrison in Budapest as "the Soviet Army which moved ‘West
in the spirit of Humanism."jv

"Humanism" was the word with which General Sviridov charac-

terized the spirit of the Red Army. This army set an almost
unnrecedented record of e:zcesses which are custonmary in all wars
by all armies. Looting, raping, plundering reached such dirnen-
sions as were herdly known anywhere vefore. Prom the very day
of its arrival in Hungary, tens of thousands of men of the best
working ages were taken by the Red Army, most of them civilians.
The number of these devortations cannot be estimated, but for
sev~ral months trainloads of young men were removed Irom the
country and the pooulation leflt in & constant state of anxiety
and Tear. HWo cuse was safe, nobody knew what was to [follow
next. To the women, an almost unbelievable scale of raping
occurcd in all age groups, {rom 8-10 yoar old children, to women

up to the a~e of 70. One of the foremost Hungarian Onnosition
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leaders, D, Sulyok,  éstimates the numper of raped wowmen to one -
million, in a nation where the total population is under ten
million, _Tho very low standards of hyglene and cleanliness in
the Red Army resulted in wholesale infection of the population,
Entire villages were infected with syohilis,

These Red Army excesses added to the wide-scale'memories
of the Bela Xun terror in 1919.and increased the widesopread
and popular dislike of the pooulation against the Red Army and
the Communists whom the Hungarian people associated with the
Army,

As to the material damage, according to the note of the De-
vartment of State, out of the 345 millions of total war damage,
Russian removal was responsible for 124 millions. This, of
course, was besides the reparation of 300# millions in 1938
dollar valued goods which crippled the écononry of Hungary,

When the Hungarian government visited Moscow in 1947, during
a discussion of cconomic problems, Prime Minister Nagy and the
Hﬁngarian Government Delegation complained to Stalin regarding

Nazi plundering:

Laughing out loud, Stalin remarked, 'Say, our soldiers
carried away quite a bit from there too--even if you do
* not talk about that now,t4*’

Mass Reaction of the Ponulation

The attitude of the Hungarian population, however, was not
so facetious, In the 1945 and 1947 elections the returns showed

that the Communists, in several cases, did not succcer in faining
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a majority even in working-class districts. With the aid of
direct and indirect pfélsﬁro, a number of "class conscious'
male votes were secured. The voting, working woman, however,
was more inrlﬁencod by Red Army outrages than class consciousness,

The elocfions demonstrated a comparatively raré occurrence,
where mass violence exhibits its effects in a consecutive poli-
tical census chang@ng the sentiments "en masse" of a section of
the population which, accdrding to the doctrine, was bound to
cast votes to its own class interest. The mass looting of
vorking-class homes in the suburbs of Budapest, where a lone
sewing-machine suggested a bourgeols home to the Red Soldier,
certainly addec to the ubiquitous fear and dislike of the Red
Army and the Communist Party,

The Germans removed whole facto?ies, but they used slips
of paper carefully stamped "Military Orders," giving the pro-
cedure a semblance of legality which was more easily accepted
by the law-abiding vopulation than the looting--without any
order--of their personal belongings.

There was hate against both the Nazi soldiers and the Red
Army, but the former was based on elements of fear and resvect,
while in the latter case, loathing and fear dominated. German
propaganda was also an effective nuvlic relations acnisvement,

to which the primitively vrinted and worded Hoscow propacanda

could not bo compmared.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

The Long-Rangs Purpose of the Red Army Excesses

While these circumstances rendered the hate and fear agalnst

the Red Army and the Cormmunist Party almost uniform among the wide
masses of the popuiation, they had a long-range opurpose. Many a
démocratic-feeling, politically intelligent person at that time in
Hungary felt sincerely upset by the excesses of the Russians and
felt that because of these occurrences Soviet-Hungarian friendship
was made impossible for generatlions. .

Once again it has becen oroven that separate actions of the
Russians do not make sense, as they were conceived as a part of
a long-range plan without the understanding of which they cannot
be understood. In this case, the Red Army helped the future
tactics of the Communist Party considerably even with its mass
excesses. They laid a basis of fear--a complete sense of in-
socurity and isolation in the wide masses of the population. On
that basis, the technique of employing fe;r, both directly and in-
directly, which is one of the basic features of Communist tactics,
could be employed successfully to its fullest. That is the reason
why it was not contrary to Russian interests to command the rough-

cst trooos of the 2nd Ukranian Army to the Hungerian scene.

Hungarian Dewendence on Soviet Russia

The new cecime had to look to the Soviet for every nolitical
hope. The same tactics were cmployed by the Soviet herc as in

the case of Germany concerning the Eastern Provincos which were
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given to Ppland by Russia. Hungary was=~according to all appear-
ances-~-dependent upon Russia for the return of the lost terri-
tories.

In the case of the peace treaties of Hungary--with innumer-
able territorial and population problems--Russia, in a very subtle
way, employed the tactics of intimation and nromise. When Prime
linister Nagy was in Moscow the behavior and words of Stalin
tempted him to say, on his return to Budapest: "In connoction
with the peace treaty took we met tne greatest understanding.“é?

The Socialist HMinlster of Justice, Rles, on the seme day, sald:

"The Soviet Union will be the country which will fight on the

57
peace conference for every just demand of Hungary." Proof that

this was the official line of tactics was given by Rakosi on

May 1, 1945: "Comrades,/pn May 1lst, we also demonstrate for a
good Hungarian peace."ététalin also assured Hungary of Soviet
non-intervention in the spring of 1946. In an after-dinner sncech

to the Hungarian government, he said:

In iy ovinion, it is easy to create friendly relations
between Russia and Hungary. The Soviet Union nevser sinned
against Huarary. Gczarist Russia, speewing to the help of
the Austrian armies 1n 1849, comaitted a grave assault
against Hungarien intcrests; but we shot tne last Czar
in 1920, and we cannot assume responsibility for their
misdoeds. Soviet Russia never wanted to be involved in
a war with Hungary. The 1eaders of Hun ary declared war
on Russie, wh@%h under such circumstances, had to defend

5

hersell. . o«

gtalin assured the Hun-arian Govermaent that Russia hud no inter-

est in Hun-~arian affairvs:
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In 1944 the Soviet Union was glad to receive Horthy's
offer of an armistice; but Horthy was weak and could not
enforce the temporary agreement signed by his enissarles.
Hungary has leaders today who sincerely love the people,
and this is an assurance she will stay on the correct
political road in the future. The Soviet Union does not
wish to meddle in the internal affairs of Hungary; in
general, the peoples of small nations are frightened
needlessly of Soviet oppression. If the Soviet Union would
undertake to opress or influence small nations, 1t would
betray the ideologies of Lenin and invalidate 1ts practices
in the past. The Soviet state consists of a union of many
nationalities, among these are some who, under the Czar,
were destined for extinction. To these we gave protec-
tion and culture, and today, advancing swiftly, they enjoy
their own flourishing life. . .

He further assured the Hungarian people that a major power and
a small nation could live side by side in harmony:

We are conscious of the fact that each and every small
nation contributes its own to the treasury of mankind;
with 1ts own culture it enriches life throughout the globe.
Consequently, if we do not influence or suppress small
nationalities within our borders, this should be a guaran-
tee for the smell nations beyond our borders that we have
no desire to influence upon them or oppress them. We wish
only to live with them in peace and friendshin. It is our
conception that there can be true friendship between a ma-
jor power and a small country without endangering the in-
dependence of the latter.

Conclusion on Soviet Russian Policy in Hungary

In 1919 and in 1945, Cormunism came to Hungary via Russiae.
Tn both cases, the persons who reoresented it were alien to
the population and felt at one with the interests of the iner-

national revolution guided by and from Lioscow. The Red Army

played its rolo not only in filling in the vacuum of the de-

feated German pcwer and the consequent psychological softening

up of tho masses, but also in creating a volitical tabula rasa
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by forbidding the continuity of any aspect of the past political
picture. It was an overall rule of the country under ths dis-
gulse of the Allied Control Commission, whose Cnairman was a
Russian general,

It may be some indication of the importance Russia attached
to the Hungarlan political terrain as a training-ground for fu-

ture operation, that the A.C.C. Chairman was no less a §§rson
than Marshall Vorosilov.

Tne tactics employed wore highly hyvocritical. While the
total political and economic life of the country was undef the
domination and orders of the Red Army, the U. S. request in
July, 1946 for an inter-Allied examination of the "alarming
deterioration of the Hungarian economy" was refused, the Russians
indicating that this would interfere with the "exclusive compe-
tence" of the sovereign Hungarian governmenti

A yeur later, when the United States requested a joint
A.C.C. inquiry into the every-increasing "conspiracy" charges,
the Soviet Union refused, explaining that this would constitute
an "open intervention into the internal affairs of the Hungarian
Republic, and & rude violation of the legal rights of the Hungar-
ian Peoples! Court." 5t

Shortly afterwards, when Red Army units rerioved Bela Kovacs,
Secretary General of the Smallholders Party, from the custody
ol the Police and arrested him "for crimes directed apainst
the Soviet armies,"blagain a United States reszuest for a joint

inquiry was refused; this time--it was no concern of the United
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States,

Thus, the wide masses in Hungary regard tho Communists and
the Soviet as one. The Communist Party realizes this and uti-
l1izes it to the utmost. In all phases of tactics this 1is apparent.
The basic difference in the case of Hungary, however, as compared
to the other states in the Russian sphere of Europe, is that all
of the other states are Slav and Orthodox, and the ties of Pan
Slavism, with all their important effects on nass emotions, could
be employed, ameliorating the Russian task. But in Hungary the
Pan Slav attraction could not be used. The Russians tried to bring
the country closer to the Pan Slav concept oy inviting a Hungarian
observer to participate in the All-Slav Congress of 1947 in Bel-
grade. This, if anything, only deepened the gap between the re-
gime and the pooulation. Neither could any ties of religion bring
the Hungarian populatlion closer to the- Moscow=-directed Orthodox
Church. Hungary is the most Eastward outvost of the Vatican in
Europe.

The rule of the Budapest regime is mainly due to ant based on
Soviet Power. This means that the Red Army not only cleared the
way for ths Muscovites and the rising Communist Party, 1t was also
instrumental in keeping them under control throurn pressure--direct
and indirect--and displays--existing or potential--of violence.

The gembline for time, which is the Communist Party answor
to the situation--with a new reneration being cducated by ther and

for themselves--is for the oresent a question of Tuture developrients.
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY DESIGN IN THE FIELD
AS PRESCRIBED BY THE DOCTRINE

The theoretical basis set up by Lenin determined
the' whole line of developments in the Communist golicy in
Hungary from 1945 to 1949.

Those absolutely essentizl prerequisites without
which no revolution can be successful were laid down by

Lenin in five conditions as follows:

We may consider that the time is ripe for the
decisIve struggle: :

when all the class forces arrayed against us are in
a state ol conluslon,

are sufficiently embroiled one with another,

have been sufficiently weakened in combaté for
which their strength ¥s‘InaaequdF-;

when all the vacillating, unsteady, unsteble,
Intermediate elements, the petty burgeoisse,
ot

democracy, in contradiction e bourgeoise
Rave exposed themselves enough belore Eﬁe people,
Rave made a sulficlent parade ol thelir utter

bankruptey;

when there has arisen and spread widely among
the proletariat & stron feelln zg Tavor of
decisIve arnd unhesItatingly BoIé TEVOLULLoNary
actlon against the bourgeolse.

Then the time is ripe for revolution. Then, if
We have kept good account of the alorementioned
conditions, and have chosen our moment well, our
victory 1s assured.«C
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The five principles of Lenin became the essence
of the Commnist Party tactics in Hungary for their whole

political problem program.

The Overall Communist Plan 1E'Execut1ng the

"pive Conditions®

-

The Muscovites in Hungary from the very beginning
have kept good account of these conditions as set by Lenin.
All the events in Hungary since 19&5 have been influenced
by the combined tactics of the Party and the Red Army with
the combined means of economic, political and military
pressure--to bring about these conditions which make
"time ripe for the decisive struggle." This process
eliminating the non-Communist forces from the field and
creating the circumstances necessary in the Comunist
philosophy was directed by the full utilization of all the
experiences of the 1919 failure. This process--as far as
the non-Communist forces in Hungary and the Vest was con-
cerned meant their elimination from the Hungarian picture
and by béing forced to flee the country, the end of thelr
struggle for the time being. From the Communist point of
view they were all just parts in creating the necessary
prerequisites for the "decisive struggle." To them, the
ngecisive struggle," the road bto Ngocialism" only started

after the merger of the Social Democrats could be elfected.
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Then came the important moves, the "1iquidation”
of the Church and the-"Kulaks" and the introductlon of the
Five Year Plan -- whicﬁ‘tlreu&y points the way to Utopla.
The gradusl disintegration of all opposition for four years,
the laofirice‘or nom; of the best human values--were from
the Communist ﬁoint of view--nothing else but tha clearing
away of the rubble of the past. To the non=-Communist ele-
ments in most cases it meant the disappearance of everything
in 1ife, that makes the difference between 1life and existence.
For the long range planning of the Cormunists, how-
ever, the introduction of the Plan, the mass tralning of an
entirely new vllte, are the important factors. Thet, however,
does not mean that the final period of "making the time ripe
for the decislive struggle,” which was reached by 1949 in
Hungary, would have been achleved as successfully as it
may look from the angle of the losers, the non=Communist

forces.
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THE CYCLE OF THE FIVE LENINIST CONDITIONS

CONDITION 1: STATE OF CONFUSION

The Siege Period in Hungary and the First
Political Developments

-

The first condition for the achievement of "victory,"
according to the prescription of Lenin, was: "all the class
forces arrayed against us. . .in a state of confusion.”

On the Hungarian scene the first year after the
1iberation in 1945, was the period establishing that condi-
tion.

In October, 19L)i, the Hungarian Armistice was

signed in Moscow, and as the Red Army proceded to liberate
the Eastern part of the country, the first moves towards
political consolidation were made. The IMuscovites arriving
under the wings of the Soviet Army contacted democratic
local political elements and formed the Hungarian National
Independent Front as an ad hoc organization. The components
of the Front were: +the Communists, the National Peasant
Party and the Trade Unions who were pressed td be accepted
as a partner by the Communist Party, the Smallholders

Party and the Social Democratic Party that formed already
an alliance in the times preceding the liveration. 1In

additior to this, the Bourgeoise Democrats were added
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shortly. In that front almost all %the variety of ron-

Nazi shades were roﬁ?esontod--rrom Legitimst aristocrats

to Muscovite commnists. As early as Christmas 194y, the

so_called 's:ogéd Program" was issued. (As a significant
coincidence the Horthy regime in 1919 also started out

from the provincial town of szeged.) This program in-
cluded basic, new, political ideas for the future Hungary
which were to be incorporated later by legislation. All
former democratic laws and regulations were to be cancelled,
Hungary was to join the Allles and declare war agalinst
Germany. The program included the plan for the land reform
and also all the basic principles of civil rights as de-
clared by the Allies during the war.

On December 21, the Provisional National Assembly
was formed in the liberated part of RKungary, in Debrecen.
This Assembly nominated the First Provisional Government,
and at least on paper, there was already & Democratic
Government in Hun;ary. On Christmas Day, 19}y, the same
day the Red Army completed the military encirclemsnt of
Budapest where a two month long siege started.

In Debrecen the Provisional Government which was
very much an ad hoc¢ creation--including whoever could be
located on liberated territory with any former political
association was crowded into & single building. The
Cabinet members had usually one or two rooms, wnich in-

cluded their private living quarters and the quarters of

D rn . _ wgw
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the Ministry as well with an occasional typist and one

or two employes con;Eituting the staff of the Miniscrye.
It was & makeshift arrangemsnt. The govermment did not
even have contacts with most cities in the 1iberated part
of the countrye. Transportation, telephone or wireless
connections, and supplies were a1l under Russian military

control.

The National Committees

As it was not possible for the government to
exercise any actual pover, lacking all necessary facilities,
National Comnittees were formed in all 1iberated areas.
They wers locally compiled on the same inter-party basis
as the Provisional National Assembly and exercised the
same powers which jn ordinary circumstances would be the
task of central and local governmentse. In all these local
National Committees the Trade Unlons were equal partners--
by the insistence of the Comunist Party.¥® These local
National Committees, and particularly the one which was
formed later when the capltal was 1iverated, were actually
functioning as & government, but at that time their power

and influence was more considerable. The local Red Army

+The same Natlonal Committees were used in every
Central and wmastern Europe country after Viorld War II.
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units were instructed to let them act as civilian admini-
strators. They were usually formed by Communiast profes-
sional organizers who came with the Red Army. The leaders
of the Communist Party had been provided with transporta-
tion to travel in the liberated areas and they were re-
'poutedly emphasizing “what we want is a coalition democracy,
and by no means & dictatorship of the proletariat." However,
in the Nation Committees i1t was the Communist Party which
dominsted. Even after several months following its libera-
tion, Budapest still only had Marxist newspapers. As the
National Cormittee "elected" the deputies to be sent to

the Provisional Assembly, a leftist majority was maneuvered
into that Provisional Parliement by the Commnists. Parti-
san units appeared on the political scene--somewhat mys-
teriously--and aided the tactics of th? Communist Party.
The Red Army furnished transportation as well as newsprint
to the Communist Party. Propaganda materlal was flown in

from loscow, sound trucks toured the liberated areas blaring

the promise of the Party for the rebuilding of the rulned

country with a democratic system. Nothing could have been’

more desirable to the population than these promises.
leanwhile, tho most important key positions in

the liberated areas--still outside of the reach of the

Debrecen Government, were given to the Communist Party

by the Hational Committees. The National Committees

later were decidedly reluctant to surrender their power
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to the Central Government, 1y the weeks to follow, as

the liberation of the country Proceeded, National Commi t-
tee's or&orl often crossed the orders of the government
wgoﬁ it tried to roo;oupy its own buildings ang administra-
tivo funcfions.

The Red Army in Hungary

Army requiaitioning con-
tinued as woell as the large scale 6xcesses of the Red
Army in looting, plundoring and raping, Nobody coulg
feel safe, Confusion was the most important characteris-
tlc of 1945 1n Hungary, Communists organized local
Political Police Forces with

Nazis collaborationists.

on the basis or personal vengeance. At the Same time,
beople whosge Nazi collaboration was well knoﬁh were often
retained in official capacities through thetr connection
with the local Soviet Commander or some infiuential person
in the local National Committes,

after Budapest was liberated by a ravaging house-to-house
siege, the Soviet did not permit the government to move

to the capltal, tThe éxcuse given wag that "public safety
is not secure yet" - which indeed it wasg not even g year

latel’.
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The material breakdown of the country left its
impact on the whole SBlitical picture. Systematically
stripped of all its resources by the retreating German
Army, which fércod over half a million young men to ac-
company them; soldiers and workers in the most important
productive age groups, and was constantly looted by over

a million Russian soldiers,

Tabula Rasa

One of the most important aspects of the Hungarian
political picture was that in 1945, with the entrance of
the Red Army, a complete political "tabula rasa" was ac-
complished, preventing any continuity of the pre-war regime
such as occurred in Poland or caschoslovakia, This aided
the Commmunists in full and facilitated their tactics of
putting thelir own impact on the regime from the very beginning
onwards, even whille coalition was the order of the daye.

Confusion in political life was prevalent. No one
knew exactly what the political shape of the countr& would
be., ¥#ith a million Russian soldiers in the country as an
absolute power, the Western world seemed remotely far.

The democratic leaders of the prewar regime, many of whom
were spending the last few months of the war 1n basements
under disguise, reappeared. Confused by the ruins aznd by

the new emerging world the ngiege atmosphere' -was © pical
& 3 P
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to those political q}gmonts. - .&n atmosphere of physical
and spiritual anguish and uncertainty--somewhat similap
to the atyoaphero of a pfison. In comparison, the Husco-
vite Commmunist leaders arriving from Moscow were well fed
and clothed and knew little about the siege sufferings,
and were protected and fod by the Red Army.
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The Land Reform

The most important legislative action was the
land reform which was enacted by the government in March
1945. The land problem has been the most important social,
economical, and political problem in Hungary since ages.

The 1945 VI tc., the land reform redistributed
almost 35% of the territory of Hungary. The number of
new land owners was nearly 650,000, which meant over two
million people including families. The number of those
still without land is over 100,000 -- the land not being
lerge enough to be distributed among the applicants. The
average holding is slightly over seven yokes; according
to statistical figures, the minimum needed to maintain
subsistance level for peasant families is around twelve
yokes. This situation serves Communist Party designs in
two ways:

1. There still is a section of the agrarian vopu-
lation to whom lend can be promised, or who can be persuaded
to leave the agrarian occupation and become urban industrial
workers.

2. The so called "dwarf holders" can be artificlally
forced to accept the benefits of the "producins cooperatives.,"

The land reform in 19Lh5 was nhanded over to the
Hunrarian Government by liarshall Voroshilov; readily made

up 1in ..oscow, and Jorty-eirht hours were =iven to nass it.
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As an indication to the importance of the land refcrm 1t
should be mentioned that it effected one-third of the

total population. The 1945 land reform was geared to a

situation where the Communist Party was still in a coall-
tion and did not have complete power. The Comaunist Party
design to solve the land problem remained unaltered in its
strategy, similar to the 1919 Bela Kun regime., Both in
1919 and 19,5 Eugen Varga was the planner of the conception.
The 1919 defeat of the Communist Bela Kun regime, and the
peramount part played in it by the peasantry, only made

in 19L5
the Party change their tactics almost completely. . .but
the strategic line remained unaltered.

It was a'™on-Communist® Government which presented
the land reforra to the population in order to secure the
trust of the peasants. The public was not to know that
the Land Reform Act was handed to the government by Mar-
shall Voroshilov completely prepvared without any chance
given to the government to consult its own experts and
meke any suggestions as to alterations in the law, It
was a land reform; presented as an ultimatum. A score of
Hungarian agricultural experts were studying for decades
the Hungarian land problem. All the democratic opposition
before the war had the land reform on its progrem as the
number one agenda. o use of any former experience could

be made in 19L5.
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Class Tendency in the Land Reform

In the Communist Party tactics in the post libera=-
tion period the 1945 land reform was the key to the situa-
tion. It had very obvious class revenge tendency; not only
was its character drastic, which could be explained by the
extremity of the situation, but its methods were ruthless
as well., Its basic features were as follows:

1. 'he average holding should be 1li2 acres eas
& maximum.

2. Owners of peasant orlgin who are on the land
already may retain a maximum of 28l acres.

3. Those who were exceptionally notable in their
enti-Nazi resistance may be left with up to h26 acres by a
speclal commlttee.

i, While those who owned land up to 11120 acres
could retain 1L2 acres; those who owned over 11120 acres--
1,000 cadastral yokes=-~could retain none of their property.

This later was unmistakenly a clause of revenge
ageinst the big land owning class and the church. The
later althou~h deprived of huje noldinzs and alnost all
the Tinancial backing of 1ts school system, méde no attempt
egainst the land reform and Caerdinal !f. in his Pastoral
Letter of llay 19&5, explained, "we do not criticise the
land ratorm, only thne revenceful spirit which was mgnifested

by it."
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Part of the Commnist Party tactics was to con-
vince the masses that as the Catholic Church was the owner
of vast estates it 1is again;t the distribution of the land,
Owing to the very careful policy of the Church and the
rbalizution of the historic importance of even this somewhat
improvised land reform, the Church was able tb realize the
enormous vistas of a now anti-Communist potential in it,
which the Communists themselves were not able to recognize
at all. The two thousand year old experience of the Vatican
realized that the Communist strategy which gambled first
on a large scale winning over of the peasant masses, will
bring different results than what'the party policy makers
would expect. Besides, the Church had a unique system of
having a regular flow of firsc hand information from every
part of the country, without interruption, through the
whole organization of the Church in the villages.

Communist Party Safety Measure in the Land Reform

Another important long range safety measure taken
by the Communist Party through the utilization of the land
reform was the partisan ring around Budapest.

Already in 1945 one of the measures of secur_'ity
taken by the Commnists acainst any threat of a counter
revolution was by utilizing the land reform ané the Com-

munist Perty influence in the local administration. 'When
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mass expulsion of the German population was ordered in

1945, most of their houses and land left empty by the
expelled German population were given to new farmers.
Around Budapest, however, systematically a ring of parti-
sans was formed by the Communists. They numbered between
fifteen and twenty thousand men and were grouped into parti-
san cells. The new partisan settlers spoke no Hungarian

or just brokenly, many of them took part in the Spanish
Civil War, or in the partisan warfare for Tito. They head
special permission by the Red Army to carry arms, which

at that time was hardly ever granted to civilians. The
population was hostile to them, but the government under
Communist oressure, insisted upon putting these strongholds
of Communist safety in all strategically important villages,

road and railroad junctions in a ring encircling the capital.

The l4istaken Calculation of the Communist Party

The Huscovites, thousands of miles awgy, living
in the dirfferent world of the Soviet, with over a gquarter
of a century out of contact with the Hungarian peonle, and
particularly the peasants, made basic mistakes of judgements
in their gamble with the peasantry in this phase of their
tactics.

4fter the introduction of the land reform in 19L5,
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the government was still paralyzed, and had no éccess to
most of the villages, even in the liberated parts of Hungary.
Eundreds of Red Army lorries, broadcasting trucks, carriled
groups of Communists into the villages announcing the land
reform and distributing texts of the Act on leaflets, which
significantly endugh were printed much earller in Moscow,
The language of these pamphlets, which closely resembled
the language of 1919 revealed that they were written by
the Hungarian Communists in loscow. It also indicated how
the whole land reform in 1ts entity was vrepared, even be-
fore the Muscovites re-entered Hungary under the wings of
the Red Army. With the ald of the Red Army trucks, carrying
the Commwmnists who took the good news of the land reform
to the peasants. The very existence of the agrarian prole-
tariat Hungery which was largest in the world in its pro-
portion, numbering over three million, made the Communists
somewhat justified in belleving that they will.win over
three million faithful allies who will be thankful to them
the fulfillment of the ownership of the land, which

a centuries old dream in Hungary.

The 1915 Election and the Communist Party Defeat

In the face of that Cormunist Party activity, the
resounding defeat they suffered in the October 8 Budapest

Hunicipal Elections, came as a surprise.
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As an immediate step, on October 19, 1945, the
Soviet ordered the Hungarian Political leaders to hold
the General Eioction on the basis of a Soviet type "common
ticket." The non-Communist parties vehemently apposed this
and instead made an agreement as a concession that the coall-
tion regime would continue; whatever the outcome of the
general election might be.

On September 26, the Unlted States announced that
it was willing to recognize the new Hungarian Covernment
if a free and unfettered election would be held.

Hovember li, was the date set for the General
HElectlon.

On September 28 Russia recognized Hungary.

On November l, 1945 a free and unfettered General
Election took place. Although only the Communist Party
had enouzh newsprint for large scale provaganda and with
2ll the indirect pressure by the Red Army. The result was
somewhat of a surprise to the Communists. The votes were
17, Communist, 83% non-Communist, with a 587 majority for

the Smallholders Party.

The Basic Miscalculation of Communist Tactics in 19hS

The results of the 1945 election, when the wide
.nasses of the population were given the rircht for the first

time to express their sentiments, wvere 83% non-Cormmunist

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA—RDP1-01043R002000040005—6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

1

votes. This feature of granting the right to vote to the wide

masses was suggested by the Communists who hoped to -cash in the
political credits of the land rorérm from the millions of agrarian
proletars, Any‘of these millions of the landless were with their
_dxnamism of dissatisfaction since generations, were a ready and
wi&ling explosiio for ady revolutionary change. In the very
moment, howevd;, when he received his own 10 or 12 acres through
the land reform he became the most staunch.supporter of private
propertye No former big land owner who may have owned hundreds
of thousands of acres could be more jealous of his belongings
than the new farmer of his new land. Communism, to them, with the
potential threat of the collective farm, was a deadly enemy én-
dangering the newly gained land for which they waited for cen-
turies. Therefore, these elements in 1945 voted for the non-
Communist partles. This "human element" of private ownership
was not recognized by the Communist Party. The Church apparent-
1y saw that potentlal aspect. Further, it has to be emnhasized
that the Red Army's behavior in not making any class distinction
whatever in their excesses and the rape of ap%roximately one
million women in Hungary included a considerable number of the
wives and daughters of the agrarian proletariat. Thus, the same
‘tactics waich may have been effective in paralyzing through
fear any potential resistance in city and middle-class elements,
effectively alienated hundreds of thousands of worlen who be-

lonced to the agrarian vroletariat, and who, accordinr to the
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doctring, were bouqd to vote Communist,
i Tozthe Muscovites, the discovery of the fact that millions
oritho ";iploitod” in the provinces are lost as potential members
- to .fhe C'onln.uni‘st ‘Party was a bitter disillusionment. They were
30 certain 1n;tha election victory, that although over a million
. Rusaign soldiers were in Hungary in November, 1945, no inter- -
ference of any sort was committed by them. The Communists felt
that they could afford the luxury of a clean election when vic-
téry_was certain,

After the returns were in, even a superficial analysis of
the provincial returns gave a definite indication that all the
hopes of the Communist Party of winning over the millions of
peasants on their side have failed. They did not succced in
getting the almost 650,000 new farmers--which meant over two

million people, including their families--to vote Communist,

Communist Party Tactics

In The Aftermath of the 1945 Election Defeat

This election, and their failure in tactics, was the corner-
stone of Communist Policy. All Cormunist Party tactics in thse
following phases of develc;pment were desitned to alter the
political status quo resulting from the 1945 election,

The first Communist Party move, soon after the election,
vas on November 23, when the Communist leader, Rakosi, and the

Social Democratic leader, Szakasits, became Deputy Prime hinisters
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doctrine, were bound to votb comhunist.
‘To the Muscovites, the discovery of the fact that millions
- of tho "exnloitod” in the provinces are lost as potential members
to the 00mmunist ‘Party was a bitter disillusionment. They were
so certain in the election victory, that although over a million
~-Russitm. soldiers woro‘ih Hungary in November, 1945, no inter-
ference of any sort was committed'by them. The Communists felt
that they céuld afford the luxury of a clean election when vic-
tory was certain,

After the returns were in, even a superficial analysis of
the provincial returns gave a definite indication that all the
hopes of the Commmunist Party of winning over the millions of
peasants on their side have failed. They did not succeed in
gotting the almost 650,000 new farmers=--vhich meant over two
million people, including their families--to vote Communist,

Communist Party Tactics

In The Aftermath of the 1945 Election Defeat

This election, and their failure in tactics, was the corner-
stone of Communist Policy. All Communist Party tactics in the
following phases of development were desizned to alter the
political stat}ls quo resulting from the 1945 election.

The first Conmunist Party move, soon after the election,
wds on November 23, when the Communist leader, Rakosi, and the

Social Democratic leader, Szakasits, became Deputy Prime hinisters
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(Rakosi still retains the rank, while Szakasits became President
in August, 1948). Not having portfolios, this arrangemcnt did
not. take their time away from Party leadership, and at the same
time gave thpm,ﬁﬁo desired legal pretext to have a controlling

, voico 1n the government.

The Peoples COurts, one after the other, enacted death
sentences on former vro-Nazi Hunzarian politicians, and under
Communist pressure, the trials included a considerable motive
of "class vengeance as welll" The Communist Party played a
dominant and well published influoncing role in the activities
of the Peoples Courts.

To add to tne confusion, on December 17, the Communist
Controlled Political Police in Budapest arrested alleged lion-
archist conspirators who were linked to some persons prominent
in the Debrecen Government. From that time onwvard, these acts
of terror in the form of arrests became widely associated with
the Political Police in Hungarian public opinion. Typical of
their methods was the phenomenon of the "preventive arrest."
The explanation given by the Cormunist Political Police 1is that
the "preventive arfsst" of a few politicians today, may pre-
vent the nass arrest of many wihich would become necessary to-

rnorrow. The Political Police was controled by the Interior

Ministry. That explained that like almost in every Central

3
The Peoples Courts were set up in every couniry in Central

and Eastern Europe.
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and Zastern European country after WOgld War II, the most im-
portant key position the Communists secured for themuelves in
the coalition govermment was the Interior Ninistry.

A very important reyelation years later explainec why the
Smallholders Party in 1945 had accepted the Communist demand
for this key position. A Paris preas conference by an escaped
Hungarian Cabinet member explained that after the 1945 elections
Marshal Voroshilov nalled the responsible Hungarian statesmen
together, and informed them that unless a Communist was placed
at the head of the Interior of the Ministry, the number of the
Soviet Army would be increased to three million. At that time
the aporoximate number of the Soviet Army in Hungary was one
million, causing a heavy burden on the country econonmically,
politically and socially. The threat of sending three times as
many Russian soldiers was mmch too serious for any politician to
disregard. ‘

The Church already clearly showed its disaponroval over the
New regime. On November 3, 1945, Primate Mindszenty sent out a
pastoral letter condqmning inhuman acts of revenge, and the no-
tives of class revenge in the land reform.

Tne masses as well as the politicians themselves-~-still
1soléted from the Western vart of the world felt utterly con-
fused about the whole politicél situation as well as about the
future of Hungery. The U.S. and British military reoresentatives
in the Allie: Control Cormmission had the "paeking" of under

two hundred soldiers as against the one million men of the Soviet

e e = A e Y AR T S R
Y - ’ * -
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member--who was also the Chairman of the Commisslon.

\A

o Different Interpretations of Terms

RS  aoe—

The ‘Allied Control Cormmission was bound by the Armistice
Agroom,nt to dispel all Fascist organizations and to prevent
hostile propaganda. ﬂa to.what should be regarded -as such,
howe€e}, the interests and decisions of the Soviet Command in
Hungary was the only forum who made the decisions.

The very term "democracy" was interpreted as a Soviet
interprets it, and in that philasophy the Western 1nte£preta-
tion of democracy is nothing else but the dictatorship of ex-
ploitation. Thus, even the most important terms in the armis-
tice agreement reflected two entirely different conceptions among
the wartime allies on their actual meaning and application. This
difference of interpretations became a declsive factor in that
phase of political development in Hungary.

The general definition of the A.C.C. tasks was interpreted
by the Soviet as a strlict control through military economic and
political interference over every phase of Hungarian lifec. Any
contacts with the Western World were made impossible--the Allied

Control Cormission vermit for any person regardless of citizen-

ship who wanted to enter Hungary or locave it: sealed down the

Trontiers.

Even responsible Hungarian politicians found it very d4dirsf-
i18ult to have any contacts with the representatives of the

Western Powers. As to the roverment, accordins to an Allied
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Control Commission regulation, they were only permitted to con-
tact United States or British authorities through the chairman
of the Allied Control COmission--l(arslfml Vorosilov,.

Soviet Tactics of Disintegrating the Hungarian Economy

On October ‘18, 1945, the Russian-Hungarian Trade Pact was
announced, which was concluded by Communist members of the Cab-
inet who were negotiating under the leadership of Minister Gero
in Moscow. They concluded the Trade Pact without proper author-

~ 1zation by. the Cabinet as a whole~-in the fashion of a "putsch'.,
This Pact gave Soviet Russia considerable control over the econ-
omy including oil, aluminum, transportation, etc. At the time
of the Pact, the number of the Russisn occupation troops in
Hungary was around one million, and the coalition parties who
were non-Communist could do little except employ some delaying
tactics before finally consentingz to the Pact.

On October 22, 1945, the United States and Great Britailn
protested against the pact, referring to it as a violation of

prewar trade treaties as well as the Yalta Agreement.

The Inflation as a Factor in the General Confusion

As a consequence of the disintegration of Hungarian oro-
duction factors and capacity, the currency inflated to an almost

unknovm degree. The main components of thg vrocess of disintegra-

tion were:
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SINAL

1). The war-timg losses of the Hungarian economic system.

2). The large-acéle removal of material by the Red Army.

3)« The heavy burden of réparations, and the maintonance

of the over-sized Soviet-occupying Army.

This economic disintegration, and the inflation crippling bus-
iness, affected the 1life of everybody in the population and
added considerably to the general confusion of the picture.
The circumstances of the sﬁddgn conclusion of the Soviet-
Hungarian Trade Pact furthered this confusion. All Western
suggestions for economic rehabilitation tallkks were refused
by the Allied Control Commission, and even the Government
ofTiclals were forbidden to supply fhe United States and
British Legations with the economic information which they
requested. This instability of all elements in all sections
of the population, with the almost complete uncertainty of
individual existences as well as that of the whole regine,
resulted in considerable general confusion. This constituted

the fulfillment of the "first condition" as laid down by

Lenin,
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1945

10
Jan, 231. M. Government signs truce with Allles.

Feb. 20, Provisional Government decree glves up areas
taken from Roumania, Csechoslovakia.and Jugoslavia,:
March 1. Provisionmal Government Prime Minister Miklos
pgo.iao: purge of rrloiatl.

April 28, RElection to Parliament of Count K., B.B., G.B.

and Prof., V.

12
Sept. 26. U.S. willing to recognize Hungary on condition

of a free election,

Sept. 26, For the election date Nov. 4 is set,

S8ept. 28, Russia recognises Hungary,

4
Oct. 8, Budapest City Council election with great victory

/

for Smellholders over left-wing parties,
7

Oct. 18, Marshall V. Ratifies Russian Hungarian pect which
gives control over Hungarian economy to Russia,

/3
Oct. 18. Hungarian Government ratifies the pact.

/7 . .
Octs 19, Russia orders Hungarian parties to form common

election 1ist for Nov. 4 elections.

Oct., 22, United States and Great Britain protest against

Russian-Hungarian trade treaty,
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Octe 23, United States clains that by unilateral action
Russia acts against !\nlu agreement, explains that the
three.allies should have talked prior to conclusion.

Oct. 24. Political parties promise to continue coalition

after elections as well, refuse the common election list.

Nove 3. United States recogniszes Hungary.

5 -
Nov. 4. Former Premler Bardossy sentenced to death,

-

Nov. 4. Eleotion'held. Cardinal M. pastoral letters
condemns Government again., M. Government resigns as a

result of election.

Nov, 4. Commnists and Social Democrats attack Cardinal M.
for his pastoral letter, criticizing new regime and land
reform,

/7 . .
Nov, 10, Mr. Tildy becomes Prime Minister.
Nove. 10, U.Se. protests against Soviet- Hungarian economlc
pact, explaining it interferes with valid Hungarlan pact of
1925,

Nov. 18, Great Britain recognizes Hungary but owing to
Armistice condition only de facto,

1§
Nov. 23, Communist Rakosl and Social Democrat Szakasits be-

come deputy prime ministers.

Nov, 24, Former Premiser Imredy sentenced to death.
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Decs 17, Political police arrest conspirators elaim-

- ing to conspire for monarchy.

Dece 27. Government asks Allied Control Commission for
delay on payments to U.8.8.R., Csechoslovakia and
cugoslavis,
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CHAPTER II.

Party Rivalries: Commnist Party Tactlics

This second condition was the dominant characteris-
tic of 1946. Under the surface of coalition cooperation
the undercurrent of passionate differences soon became
apparént. By that time the basic diiferences in the interpre-
tation of ndemocracy” between East and West became apparent
in the Hunéarian political picture as well., The basic tac-
tics of the ‘Communists' employing the "divide and rule" was
explained by the Communist Interior Minister Rajk as the
following, "If you have four enemies and you want to get rid
of all the four of them, the thing to do is tTo malke an alliance
with all the four, assuring them of full cooperablion . . . .
after awhile start to persuade three that the fourth one 1s
a menace to the whole alllance and get their help in having
nim removed . . .« o After awhile persuade two thet the third
one is a menace to them all and, while assuring them of the
very sacredness of the comnion aims, get their help to remove
the third . . . . After awhile, etc."b’On a larger scale,
that was tne vary essence of the Communist line of tactics
from the coalition period of 1945 onward.

Phe parties themselves, with the sole exceptlon of

the Coamunist Party were far from being nomogenous. In the

18
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majority Smallholders Party itself, elements ranging from
the most conservative right, mingled with extremely radie
cal young “left viai‘lil.' The most important characteris-
tie Of‘th...it“lt‘.ﬂg Bowever, has been the jealous fight
between the parties for every position, every appointment,
whether it was & high government position or & seat in khe
local "Purging Committee.”

The Leftist Blook

To widen the rift between the coalition parties
under the instigation of the Communist Party the so czlled
"Leftist Block" was formed in 1946, In included the Com-
munist Party, the Social Democrats, Trade Unions, and the
National Peasant Party as well, and increased its demands
continuously for more nationalization. It was a "coalition
within & coalition™ and served the Communist Party tactics
in full. It marched the workers through the streets of
Budapest frequently and the object of the demonstration -
was always for the leftist demands and was employed as a
means of pressure -- against the govermment which was a
Coalition Government including the Cabinet members from
the parties who formed the "Leftist Block."

on October 19, 1946, the"Leftist Block" made demands
against the Smallholders Party forfgge State control of
banks, fight against reaction, and/a State monopoly of

school books.
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on May 1, 1946 a common declaration was signed
by the Social Democratic Party, the Communist Party, and
the Trade Union Council addressed toworkers, peasants, and
conrgdoo. The slogan was declared by them,"Keep left."
The unity of this declaration symbolized the tactics of
the Comnunilt Party in mobilizing the Social Democratic
Party and the Trade Union Council as instruments in the

maneuvering of the masses for their own purposes.

on August 30, 1946 the workers were demons trating
for the nationalization of the W. M. and Rima and Ganz,
the biggest heavy 1ndustrial plants in Hungarye.

By December 1 the state tooﬁ them under control,

calling the combined control "Nik" Heavy Industrial Center.

The Tactics of the Communist Party

The system of coalition had the advantage for the
Communist tacticians that whenever an unpopular law or
move had to be made by the government, it could be blamed
on the "majority party" instead of them. The Conmmunist
Party was using the National Peasant Party through their
left wing as a front organization, emphasizing extreme
chauvinistic end anti-Semitic slogans.

on iarch 13, 1946 twenty members of parllament
1eft the Small Holders Party and formed the so called

Kossuth Party.
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.Communist Philosophy on Political Opponents

The legal jurisdiotional founditionz which the
Comminists used in their future opsrations during the

"conspiracy trials” were already laid down during the
énrly period. Severeness of the New Law was advocated by
the Comminist Party pa}ticularly as far as the question of
the death penalty was included.

When they were arguing in an inter-party meeting in
Budapest about the new law of the Defense of the Republic,
theres was a lengthy argument about whether the death sentence
should be included in the act. The non-Communist parties were
principally against the death penalty as a punishment for
political attitudes, The Communists, however, were for 1t.
Rakosi declared, "I can only regard my political opponents
as finally finished when they are no longer alive . . . . I
was convicted during the Horthy reglime altogether to twenty-
threeyears of imprisonment. And look here: Here I am. From
their own point of view, the Horthy regime would have acted
much more right if they would have hanged me. " b?r

Encouraged
Illuslons of Indqpendence/gz the Soviet

As to the international position of Hungary, the
Communists repeatedly emphasised that the Soviet had no
designs whatsoever against the freedom of the country.

The Social Democrats echoed the same,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



Declassified i - iti
ied in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

On March 2, 19h6. Szakaslts wrote in the "Hepszavs,"
"No one has any reason to be afrald that we are going to be
absorbed as & nation. The Soviet Union trusts more the in-
dependence of small nations than any other power. It doesn't
need to absorb us.” This was, from the very beginning, the
iine in Communis propaganda trying to dispel.. the fears from
the Soviet Union for the independence of Hungarye

These tactics were carefully and systematically
backed up by the Soviet Union up to its highest fuctionaries.
As an example of ho¥ unilateral this line of tactics has
been and how careful both the Soviet and the Communist Party
cooperated to promote that impression, Stalin, in his toast
at the dinner in Moscow given to the Hungarian government
delegation in 1946, stated, "It 1s easy to create friendly
pelations between Russia and Hungary. 1t is our conception
that thers can be true friendship betweeen & major power
and a small nation." 3Wbile this clearly illustrates the
bvacking of Communisﬁ Party tactles by the Soviet Union to
the utmost, no Vestern power backed up &ny non-Conmunist
parties in Hungary at the same time. Western diplomats
painfully insisted upon the sacred principle of non-intervenﬁ&on,
which mey have been important and pefitting for the peaceful
public opinion in western countries. In Hungary and the other
countries in Central and Eastern Europe, however, where the

foundations for future total Communist political donmination

-
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were already laid down, these principles did not offer

any encouragement oi‘iny opportunity for assistance to

tholo parties who tried to represent tha very same con-

ooptionl of donocracy for which the Viestern Powers fought

the vnr :

The Commnist g;gg;gg in Fostering the "Embroilment of Forces"
The stats of constant "crises" contimued with the

parties splitting their own ranks and fighting sach other,

Street brawls rollowoq & Budapest Social Democratic meeting
on February 16..0a July 3, 1946, the Commnist Interior
linister dissolved over 1300 organizations including almost
all the important youth groups. All the emotional strains
which were accumulated during the slege period in 194); and
1945 and the confusions of the liberation found an outlet
of individual petty jealousies and hatreds.

Under Commmunist incitement, the undercurrent of
mass antl-Soviet and anti-Connumnist feelings broke out in
the provinces in a series of anti-Communist and anti=-Semitic
riots, and culminated in the assassination of Soviet Army
officers in Budapest. The commander of the Soviet forces,
Sviridov, spoke on the funeral of the Soviet Russian officers
who were assassinated in Budapest: on June 23, 1946, M"rhis
assassinator does not stand alone. . . . Here in your country,
Hungary, which you like to call the friend of the Soviet
Union, faselst criminals assassinate Soviet men."

This assassination, as all other popular demonstra-

tions of hostility against the Soviet and the Commuist Party,
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were always exploited &n full by the Communist Party tac-

tléians in.proihing\tér further concessions from the
frightensd non-Comnunist parties in the coalition.
‘A1l these events splitting the non-Communist ele-

ments, both 15 fh. political field and beyond, served the
" principle or'hnvinsffio.'rorcon. . .sufficiently embrolled
one with another" following the establishing of the confusion
as tho-firlt condition as the fulfillment of the Lenin's con-~
ditions.. During all that phase rivalry between the non-
Commnilé parties was prevalo%%?%‘i"roasg%obga%rﬁegr%mmégcgil-
fully utilizing thelr own "fifth columnist® in the parties
concerned. The Commnist Party directed this trend and it
was in strict accordance with "tondition two"in the long
range plan. BY 19446 this inter-party competition reached

a degree whers even diplomatic appointments could not be
effected without the five parties agreeing on the candidate
end usually every party sponsored & candidate of its own.
when the appointment was finally made Ehe new civil servant
was unmistakably informed that for the backing of the party
he owes allegiance. Thus he assumed the responsibility of
making regular reports to his own party regarding confiden-
c1ad sntgpofgios gute., In Ut o852 SFI5R TERTIER WO
this meant that/ through the channels of the Communist Party

to the Soviet, informing them in advance about the details

of the Hungarian policye. This inter-party Jjealousy culminated
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in the fact that even-when sent abroad in a diplomeatic
mission the Party appointees continued to send separate
political reports to thnir‘bnrty, often by using a cods,
different fron‘tho‘orrioial code.

This bellum ocmnium contra omnes of Hungarian poli-

tics was indeed "sufficient embroilment"™ of the. . ."forces!

The Communist Party's Tactics

The Communist Party was concentrating all its efforts
to appear as the only party who does not fight; the only ele-
ment which really wanted to rebuild the country. Already
since 1945 the Communist party in Hungary vehemently cham-
ploned the defense of private property. By no means did
they claim destruction; on the contrary, the slogans, posters,
headlines of the Party were preaching all the time that the
country had to be rebuilt, that it was the Communists who
were golng to fight the 'battle of rebuilding,’' and that
they were going to show an exemplary way of doinz it. Thus
they were impressing the people with the promise of rebuild-
ing instead of destruction. All this in a situation when
materially, and morally as well, the whole country was in
ruins. They went much beyond words; wherever construction
work started, Communist engineers and speciél vorking bat-
talions put in excellent work. No capitalist 'slave-driver!

from the
would have been able to get out the maximum o& workers as
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directed
Communist Minister Gero, who Yed/the rebuilding of the

destroyed Budapest bridges over the Danube. With spectacu-
lar speed, one bridge after the other was rebuilt. The very
cutting into .two of one oity, Budupe;t, has been overcome.
This was not only an important result, but & spectacular re-
sult as well. And the Commmnist Party kmew how to cash in
on the success with propaganda and gain Commmunist credits by
. it, Every phase of the rebuilding,which was under Communist
control, had a set date. The Party made a specail feat of
being ready before the dates; the opening speeches of the
Communist Minister always mentioned the achievement as the
Commnist Party's contribution to the countrye
Wherever the Communist Party put a man, engineer
or factory manager, they made a ;pacial effort to put in
men of first class quality. Whenever there was any communist
corruption, it would only be done as & contribution to the
" Party. Individual corruptions were ruthlessly persecuted
by the Party. The Communist Party did not want members and
representatives who were corrupt. They claimed to have
higher ethlcs than the others=--that, of course, meant ethlcs

in a Communist interpretation.

The Disintegration of the Former Ruling Classes

ileanwhile the Communist Party energetically started

propaganda to increese its "cadre." The 'new joiners" were
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not only from the working class but from the middle class
as well. In addition ‘to ths permanently dissatisfied and
1dealists who always read about -the Communist ideology in
books or heard about it, there were, as in every Central
and Eastern Europian country, fonl of thousands of outright
opportunists who joined the Party. The radical land reform
swept away the powir of the aristocracy. As to the middle
class in that region,the two world wars, the upheavals fol-
lowing them, inflation, and the economic world crisis of
. 1931 gradﬁally and ruthlessly weakened and demoralized
the middle class. The high ethical traditlions of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy were dying out with the dlsappearance of
The midd{e class tried to retain
the older generation. Imisebtem-ef the glamour of the
monarchy as a world power, but without the economic pre-
requisites, and that applied to the material ambitions as
. became the
well as the ambitions for power and influence, These/patterns
of living of the middle class. The cycle of thelr disinte-
‘ gration was almost over by 1945, and the Red Army, on its
entrance, found the middle class weak and split up. To the
middle class the only ambition by that time was survival
and the semblance of safety. The period of violence fol-
lowing the entering of the Red Army and the rise of the
Communist poweras a central strong party found hardly any
effective oppositlon by that weakened class, The traditions

and remaining principles of the middle class were much closer

to the Western conceptions of democracy. The fact, however,

T T A ettt e T
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not only from the working class but from the middle class
as well. In addition ‘to the permanently dissatisfied and
idealists who always read about -the Communist ideology in
books or heard about it, there were, as in every Central
and Eastern European country, fons o; thousands of outright
opportunists who joined the Party. The radical land reform
swept away the power of the aristocracy. As to the middle
class in that region,the two world wars, the upheavals fol-
lowing them, inflation, and the economic world criais of
1931 gradﬁally and ruthlessly weakened and demorallzed
the middle class. The high ethical traditions of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy :o;&ddiﬁnglggg zigydfge dizagpearance of
the older generation. E-&t.tion-oir££e gfaégui gf the
nonarchy as & world power, but without the economic pre~
requisites, and that applled to the material ambitions as
became the
well as the ambitions for power and influence, These/patterns
of 1living of the middle class. The cycle of their disinte-
gration was almost over by 1945, and the Red Army, on 1lts
entrance, found the middle class weak and split up. To the
middle class the only ambition by that time Qas survival
and the semblance of safety. The period of violence fol=-
lowing the entering of the Red Army and the rise of the
Communist power:as a central strong party found hardly any
effective opposition by that weakened class., The traditions

and remaining principles of the middle class were much closer

to the Western conceptions of democracy. The fact, however,
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that the vacuum left by the retreating German power was
ondy- f1lled by the éBViot power alone and they couudn't

hope for any positive help or encouragement from the Viest.
 Further Communist Party Tactics in Fulfilling "Condition Two"
) During the first three months of 1946 several

" prominent former Nasi politicians were hanged accompanied
with the fanfare of class vengeance against "fascists," g
"term with a new interpretation introduced by the Commnist
Party, It not only designated a pro Nazi, but anyone who
was not friendly to the new regime -- and soon, anybody
who was not a Commmunist.

It was used against Primate Mindszenty to whom the
Soviet Chairman of the Alllied Control Cormmission refused a
permit to leave for Rome where he was to be elevated to a
Cardinal,

On February 1, 1946 the 945 year old Hungarian
Xingdom was proclaimed a Republic, and former Smallholder
Prime NMinister Tildy was elected the new president,

In the Spring of 1946, Moscow, the new Hungarian
Government, visited Paris, VWashington, and London contacting
the corresponding governméent for aid In the Peace Treaties.

Even th9 raging inflation was utilized by the Con-
manist Parﬁ& in their tactics as a method of promoting the
Jealousies between the partles of the coalition regime.

The population was bitter about the inflation which became
worse by the hour. On ﬁay 27, 1946, Communist leader hakosi

as a clever propaganda move announced the new currency =-- the

T e TS a1 3 e e
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1§
Florin. This replaced the inflated old currency on August
1, 1946. The Comrunist Paéty propaganda thus pressnied
the new stable currency to the Hungarian population as a

Communist Party achievement and not as a measure taken by

the Coalition Govo;fmint. The Communist phraseology, "the
»bnttle of the currency” was used and Rakos! was unanimously

declared by the Commmunist press and public speakers as the
"Father of the Florin."

This mrthered—comidorably "the embroilment of

the forces with each other." The non-Communist parties
Jealously observed the unfair Commnist tactics which dis-
regarded the unwritten laws of the coalition regime, but
they were impotent. The tension of the polltical atmosphere
increased. The non-Comminist parties felt encouraged to
look out for other achlevements which they could expropriate
from the other parties for the purposes of gaining politi-
cal credit. Behind the Communist Pa;ty stood the Soviet

so they could only do the fighting among each other. This
added considerably to the fighting and jealousy between

the non-Communist political forces in the Hungarlan political
sceﬁ{.

Part of the Communist tactics in fostering inter-
party rivalry was by encouraging the policy of the Social
Democrats for western connectioms--thus having them compete
with the Smallnolders in orientation. The several Jjourneys

of leading Social Democrats westward gave them the feeling

e s Rt T C i U U camy o e . -
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the Soci:} Deficrata
1]
£ being "4nsured” by the West and resulted in/calling
o

announced
Bevin in their Press “as "Comrade pevin" and theYy
.v ats
it is only dus to the presence of "Social Democr
th‘t . {dence
he coalition that Groat Britain places any conf
in the co
into the new regime. .
In every aspect of political 14fe the CoO i
t parties
ty used the method of inoiting the non=Comnunist P
Party w

s
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UERRA 4 million dollar program. Foreign relief be-~
gins to arrive.

Former premier Bardossy hanged. Soviet-Bungarian
Trade Agreement of Aug. 27 /ratifiedy (net v o Lnee

UNRRA aid announced.
Expulsion of Swabians begins.
Z. Tildy elected President.
F. Nagy Premier.
B. Varga President of National Assembly.
Premier announces will be reduced by 30 per cent;
Minister of Interior said by 980 per cent.
Struggle over Redundancy List until mid-July; over
re-instatements until end of year. Inflation
athering momentum. On July 21 one pengo of Jan.
st equalled 800,000,000,000,000,000,000 paper
pengos. Yet economic reconstruction proceeding
steadily till end of 1946.

Febd. After Budapest Social Democratic meeting, street
brawl. Opening of Communist initiated Government
crisis.

Feb. Demonstration in Budapest against Cardinal M.

Teb., After 8 days of waiting for Russian exit permit to
leave for Rome, Cardinal M. arrives in Rome on person-
al plane of Gen. K.

Feb., 22 10 million dollar U.S. loan granted.

March 1. Former Premier Ilrédy hanged.

March 7. Workers called out to demonstrate.

¥arch 8. Joint Executive of Social Democrats, Communists,
National Peasants and TUC sent nyltimatum to Premler™.

March 8-12. Mass meetings in provinces; many degenerated into
anti-Semitic demonstrations.

March 11. Premier accepted economic demands, but only 20
(instead 60) members expelled from Smallholder
Party, and not deprived of mandates.
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¥arch 10.. Baagary and Russia sign Civil aviation agreement for
50 years after civil U.S. approaches refused.

i
March 15. Joiyt statement by Coslition Parties.
Ilréﬁiiqg.u Nazi leader £salasi and four associates, hanged.

‘March 14. Prime Minister M. announces his agreement to Comm-
wnist demands for nationalization of industry.

March £0. L. Rajk, Commmist, new Minister of Interior.

March 25. Association of foreign correspondents protests law
which threatens with penalties anti-Government
statements.

March 26. Comsunist Congress approves new Coalition program.

April 6. Sg;::E-Hungarian Reparations Agreement for 1946
s .

April 8. Soviet-Hungarian Navigation, Air, Bauxite-Aluminum
and Petroleum Agreements signed, respective Soviet-

Hungarian companies formed. .

April 9. Premier Nagy, Ministers Szakasits, Gyongyossi and
Gero leave for Moscow.

April 1l. Interview with Stalin.
¥ay 3. U.S. ten million dollar surplus credit.

May 12. Large-scale consplracy uncovered, 80 arrested, head
Catholic priest formerly in U.S.

May 12. Hungarian bishops forbid political activities
Catholic priests.

¥ay 13. Two members of Parliament announced to be connected
with conspiracy.

¥ay 16. Count Karolyl takes honorary parliamentary seat
after return from England.

May 20. Social TCemocrats refuse to merge with Communists.

May 26. Comrunists, Social Democrats, National Peasants and
TUC form Left Wing Bloc.

June 5. Government crisis "solved". Communists promised con-
cessions.

June 9. Prime Minister and Foreign Minister arrive in U.S.
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June 1g.,
June £0.

June £0-gg,

June 25,
June 25..
July 7.

July 8,
JUIY 1e.

July 15,
July 18.
July 3-22,

July 13,

July 23,
July 23,

July 31.
August 2.,
August 2,

August 7.
August 12.
August 16.
August 19,

August 25.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Cop

Received by Truman.

One Russian officer killed four others wounded when
Hungarian youth shoots on ﬁussian Troops.

In London; interviews with Attlee, Noel-Baker, Dalton
and officials.

In Paris; interview with Bevin.
Returned to Budapest.

Russian coilander 8. orders Government to purge
youth organizations.

Head of ACC orders Government to purge anti-Soviet
elements.

ACC approves arian diplomatic relations with
Czechoslovakia, garia, Roumania and Finland.

Crisis “golved®.
British protest to Moscow about Sviridov's conduct.

Minister of Interior dissolves 1311 organizations,
including Boy Scouts.

ACC agrees to restoration of diplomatic relations with
Italy, Roumania and Bulgaria.

U.5. note to Soviet on Hungarian economic deterioration.

President of National Assembly announces that Deputy
L. Filler has been kidnapped.

Peace treaty draft published.
Russian reply rejects U.S. demands.

Cardinal M, in letter to Prime Minister asks for
amnesty for political prisoners.

Return of gold by National Bank of U.S.
Under Russian pressure, Poland demands reparations.
Additional five million dollar U.S. surplus credit.,

3 new ministers: National Defence —. A. Barthaj;
Information -- -B.- Padanyi-Gulyas; Agriculture --

K. Baranyos.

Former Prime Minister General Sztojav executed.
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Cardinal M. in his letter to Premier Nagy says Govern-
ment failed to wdefend the honor of the Catholic.
impose with the spiritual power
re punishments upon those who de~
creed and implemented dissolution of Catholic asso-
ciations."

c;:dinnl M. criticizes government for anti-Christian
acts.

,Intornlnnt cases to be revised; 67 per cent to be re-
leased. '

Hungary invited to F.A.O0.

gSecond U.8. note to Russia, refuting Soviet note of
July 7.

Smallholder warning against street fighting. With
the end of the Peace Conference, political tension
growing; rumors of civil war.

III Communist Congress.

Communist R. speaks on closed relations with neigh-
boring countries.

Draft approved by Peace Conference.
Government announces control of nationt's industry.
A.C.C. sanctions D. Sulyok's Freedom Party.

Szakasits and A. Kethly arrive in England for Bourne-
mouth Socialist Conference.

Government crisis "solved"; no pew electoral law --
no municipal elections.

New Smallholder Minister of Propaganda --- J. Bognar.
Freedom Party inaugural meeting.
Government orders control of heavy industry.

Fremier announces Smallholder 10 Point program.
Government crisis unsolved by end of December.

Demonstrators against high cost of 1living break into
Parliament. Some admitted, "We were made to come."
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1946 (Cont.)

lders. Echoed
broadcasts attack on Smallho
Dec. 11. %;k‘iﬁ Commmist speakers.

Dec. 15 Social Democrats "0ld Guard® attacks present
) leadership.

National Assembly prohibiting
Dec. 3. aﬁ-igummcfammm rocoursei:g gm:;:;‘ g;ezs-t‘“
Land Reform, e e
gr:ngzl':r%:;.?f Previous fix’xdings in their favor
not to be executed.

t. Anti-Catholic
Cardinal Mindszenty's broadcas
attacks continue oughout 1046.

Genersl V. and 250 others arrested for conspiracy.
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condition as- 1&14 by, Lonin was that "all class forces" should
", be “sufficiently weakened in combats: for which their strength
1s inadequate.™ The events in 1945 and the following tactlcs
of confusing the same forces all prepared the same process.
The very essence of the "combat" for the Communist Party;was
to change the status quo which arose as a resull of the 1945
election and gave fhe majority to the Smallholders Party.
Every effort had to be taken to weaken that Party. This pro-
cess culminated in the Soviet arrest of Bela Kovacs the
Secretary general of that Party and the Nagy crisis in the
Summer of 1947 with the consequent new electlon in which the
Smallholders suffered a considerable defeat. That process
of the gradual "weakening" until almost complete disinte-
gration was accomplished by the Communist Party was a
gradually and systematically prolonged process. Unllke the
action in Czechslovakia where one "coup" acquired a complete
hold over the state, in Hungary as in almost all the other
states in the area, the "overtaking® was by no means one
mighty single eruptlion but a serles of "eruptions. Each
marked an important stage in the creating of the "conditions'
as advocated by Lenin. After the "Nagy crisis" came the
Mindszenty trial, etc. Thus the plcture in Hungary instead
of being a "still picture" was a "motion plcture." A
speclal analysis will be given however of the Nagy crisis as
i1t was the very accomplishment of the "yveakening" ohase and

deprived the majority party of the country of the galns of

o, 95 ..........

u._.__-
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the first victorious election. Furthermore this crisis,

which was widely publicized in the West, while it was not
the completion of the Communist designs, was an occaslon

where the technic of Communist Party tacticsm could be as-
certained in revealing detalls.

Communist Party preparatory tactios
1946 ended with Hungary in the state of another un-

solved "crisis." The nervousness created by outright leftist
demands---immediately following any non Communist concession
was supported by a systematic whispering campaign which in-
jected into the overstrung public opinion wild rumors of
Soviet intervention and similar possibilities, in case the
demands of the left were not satisfled. The process of
"weakening" the opposition as part of the basic conditions
for the "declsive victory® was the longest and most diffi-
cult one for the Communist Party to maneuver. Occaslional
weakening of other parties other than the Smallholders was
also included in the agenda, the Bourgeoise Party for ex-
ample was simply-never permitted to strengthen, the careful
tactical maneuvers of the Communist Party succeeded in
creating splits in the National Peasant Party and a serilous
crisis in the Soclaldemocratic Party in December 1946, with
the open rift between the "old guard" and the vehemently
leftist leadership of Deputy Prime Minister, Szakasits. On

December &, 1946. The memorandum of the Peyer faction of

the Social Democratic Party; to the leftist Party leadership.
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" ...We observe events with anxiety....The common list--
with the Communists—-in Budapest was a mistake....We
don't want to make anti-Russian politios....but this
careful anxiety we want to take care that the party
should not leave the road of demooracy....and dictator-
ship should not be a power....Fascist type methods....
the Social Democratic Party should not become either
a dependent or a lcrving satellite of any other party....

. The country should not be on the mercy of any single

. great power or a satellite....or a vassal....The masses

are disappointed in their leaders....The Czech, Rumanian,

! Yugoslav examples showed that the Soclal Democratic
parties there, by using a mistaken tactics similar to
the one of the Hungarian Social Democratic Party, have
lost their electors and in their countries thelir in-
Tfluence decreased very considerably....The same fate
is awalting the Hungarian Social Democratic Party,"!
The memorandum of Peyer explains in detalls the cor-
ruption, the mistakes in the land reform, the shady
business connections of the Soclal Democratic Party,
the fact that the influence of the party has almost
diminished in the army, the police, and the adminls-

tration and that the influence of the party ¥“is equal
to nothing."

The Social Democratic leaders reacted to the memorandum

in a very vague and stuttering line of excuses and explana-
tlons. They weren't quite sure enough in their own povers;
they knew that Charles Peyer has a great influence over the
masses of old Social Democratic pafty members. This geri-
ous breach xx 1in the "brother workers party"--that ie the
expression the Communist press used as a reference to—them—-
vas serving future Communist tactics to the utmost.

The most important task however was the annihilation

of the 1:ana;.l11'1olders Pover.
a

mandg/the party was gradually forced---since the first part

Under Soviet and Communist de-

of 1946 to exclude members, many of them deputies in the
Parliament for their "rightist" leanlngs. The bulk of the

party was still strong, backed by the solid peasant masses,
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the only section of the population which remained compara-
tively exempt from the oconfusing campaign of the Muscovites.
It was clear that.the Smallholders Party hed to be the main
targof. .

The Year of decision !

In the very first days of 1947 the year which was
oalled by Rakosi  the Year of decisions the Communist con-
trolled Interior Hiniptry announced that it had discovered

"' a‘large scale conspiracy against the Republic.. Mass arrests
Tfollowed by the Political Police and by the Military Police---
the two most important seourit& organs of the Party. Several
high ranking Army officers were involved. A member of the
Cabinet,the Smallholder Minister of Reconstruction was forced
to resign--only to be arrested promptly. The Communist Press
implicated several prominent Smallholder Deputies of the
Parliament in the conspiracy. The Parliament had to waive

i . their immunity and they too were promptly ‘arrested. Diplo-

“ mats serving abroad who had Smallholders associations were
also declared to be connected with the conspiracy. The in-
vestigation from the very beginning was in the hands of the
Communist authorities and even the head of the Government
couldsonly obtaln occasional and one sided information. Soon
1% became apparent that the chief "accused" was the Secretary
General of the Smallholders Party B. Kovacs. He wasg the
widely populaé "strong man" of the Party. When the Communists
demanded the walver of his parliamentary immunity the in-

fluential group of peasants who were in Parliament as Small-
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holders Deputies, energetiocally refused to comply with the
Ethclt. ggbbruary &,-1947. ‘The p;asant members of the
parliament stood out in an open declaration, for their leaders,
‘8aying, "We take a stand against any such endeavor which

would try to;dorodt the Saallholders Party by violence."

. The Xovacs-cage

The only concession made to the Communist Party de-~
mands was the voluntary agreement of Xovacs to appear several
hours each day before the Police to be interrogated. Thig
naturelly made it impossible to have him arrested ang obtain
the 'neceasaxv' confession which could be used for further
political maneuvering. on February 26 Soviet units abducted
Kovacs from one of these interrogations---took him to his
house and announcea that he i1s under arrest for "having
actively participated in the rormation...or'anti Soviet
terror groups®....and in “organizing esplonage directed
against the Soviet Union."LKThe news of his arrest becane
known to the population vithin hours and great excitement
followed. Sharp U.S. and British notes followed denouncing
the arrest as well as the whole "conspiracy! case---but they
vere promptly refused by the Soviet ang Kovacs disapoeared
from the political scene. Siiﬁﬁgigssaid, referring to the
United States note protesting against the Soviet arrest of
B. Xovacs -

I saw to 1t that the British government would not Join
the U.S. action. Asg Secretary-General of the workers
rarty, 1t wag naturally possible for me to give such

advice to the Britishsgovernment, vhich is a labor
government, ag well, (5

: - 002000040005-6
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By this time the British protesting note was already handed
to ‘the Hungarian govoggnont.'proteuting against “unwarrant-
able interference in the internal affairs of Hungary."

I;x 1tli% %%OW% Kovacs was
vory-i-pért‘nfnu- an impact on all the non-Communist polliti-
cai pnrtiél.- This 1ht9rrereneo of the Boviet force and the
attitude of the West which could not help the arrested politi-
oian in any way made them realize how isolated and defense-

gloating
less they are. Rakosl knew that and, gxxtixg over the fall-
ure of the Western diplomatioc notes to free Kovacs, under-
lined that the only force in the area is the Soviet Army.
The Kovacs arrest with the consequent futility of the ener-
getic Western diplomatic protest mede the non-Communist
forces realize in full how jgolated they were and how any of
them at any time could suffer the same fate as Kovacs if
that becomes advisable for the tactical maneuvering of the

Communist Party. .

Non-Communist 1llusions: The policy of Nagy

The conciliatory policy of Nagy was causing further
rifts and weakenings in the majority party. Negy himself
realized that and referred to those charges on May 3, 1947.
Nagy, quoted by the Magyar Nemzet.

They call us the party of concegsions, but politics
have to be made according to the general interests of
the nation. We, too, could have made steps on several
occasions which would have made us popular among the
broad masses, but would have unavoidably led us to
collapse.

This defense against the Communist Party tactics, the very
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policy of Nagy was based on galning time until the Russilans
left Hungary. This somewhat negative policy alternately
applied open resistance and conciliatory steps. Cn three
ocgalion-,‘he resisted openly. One was in October, 19U5,
.vhen he ffiti& refusing the coamon list suggestion of the
Qon;unistl. This time the very recognition of the regime by
- the Western Povers was pending on a free election, and the
Conmﬁnist Party 1tself gave in, not wanting to cause an
untimely shipwrecking of the coalition regime. The second
occasion was in kugust 1946 when Nagy threatened the Russian
Gommandef in Hungary with hisresignation if the Russian com-
mander did not permit the convening of the Peasant Congress
in Budapest. Thie time, too, the Russlans made a concession
because they realized that it would mean a mass allenation
of the peasants.

As ageinst these points, Nagy yielded to the Com-
munists in December, 1946, when, after insisting on the
removal of the Communiet head of the Military Police for
acting arbitrarily,*using Russian commands as a shield--
which was promptly denied by the Russians to Nagy--the Prime
Minister consented to the Communist decision to keep tﬂe man
in his position. The Communist argument and threat employed
against Nagy in that case was that unless he withdrew hie

- demand, all the accused in the conspiracy case would be de-

vorted to Russlsa.

The effects of the negative policy of the West-on the volicy of Nary
€ conciliafory vollcy of Nagy preceded the period

in United States foreign policy when a more active stand was

*This officer: G. Palffy - a leading Communlst was arrested in
1949 by the Communist Party as a "Titoist" deviationist.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6 |
ssified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

aocep%ed against the Soviet Union and uﬁon the very existence
of & cold war was Aooepted by the public in the West. In
fact, the Communist tactiocs in Hunghry oausing the Nagy crisis
and removing With him Rev. Varga preceded the announce-
ment of the H‘rlhlll Plan. MNoreoverm the Nagy crilsls, a8 it
was widely roportcd by ?he British and the United States
Press, considerately added as an 1llustration for the need

of a more firm policy.

The most serious mistake admitted by Nagy was hils
permission to accept the forming of a 'Leftist Block and the
fact that they included the mass front organizatlon of the
Communist Party, the Trade Unione as well. Thus, Nagy wes
negotiating with a block within the coalition itself, and
also with leaders of = Trade Union organization as 1f there
would be equal partners 1ike a coalition party. This re-
grouping of forces by Communist tactlics gave them & much
easler bargaining positlion against the non-Communist parties.
This mistake of Nagy, however, by no means affected the
gtrategic lines of Communist pollcy.

Ag against this, Nagy in his book Jjustifiably refers
to the negative attitude of the Vestern Fowers who showed
the first important signs of 1nterest when the Secretary
General of the majority party wes arrested and abducted by
Soviet forces in Budapest. The fact that representatives
and go-betweens representing Western powers requesfed clan-
destine meetlings of various Fungarian non-Communist political

leaders was not %too effective, cither, as & demonstration
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for an outright and pouitive stand. In the same period
counselled
Ruseian military diplonatic forces xxxxxxkxx Rakosi without any
hositation. The impact of the conoiliatory attitude by the
Unlted States.and Great Britain towards Russia was reflected
1n the Allled Control Gomninsion in Budapest and made an im-
portant impression’ ‘on  the non-Communist political forces.
'J!.'hey-relt 1solated MR, by the slogans of 'noﬁ-interference"
emphasized by Wbstern‘represenyatives and the very existence
‘ of Soviet power in the whole area. Nagy also explalned in
details why he had to accept Russian economlc penetration 1in
lack of any corresponding Western suggestion.

The most important excuse, however, for his concillia-
tory policy was that as former German satellite state, the
non-Communist element in the counfry could have hardly hoped
to adopt a positive attitude against Soviet demands and the
Communist demands backed by them without the backing of the
Western powers, and in view of the fact that the attitude of

. the West against the Soviet that time was not positive on

the world-wide scale elther.
The res of the Communlst Party tactics
Soon "right wing Smallholder Cabinet members were

forced to reeign and were replaced by "left wing" Smallholders.

The Peopleg Courts meanvhile started the "conspiracy trials"

to.which the Communist Party Press gave all the éublicity

utilizing the facts of the trials as weaken}ng the prestige

of the majority party in the public. ‘
Even a.fter the signing of the Peace Treaty, Russlan tfoops

in accordance with the signatorles in Parls,
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1ines of con-unications
remained in Hungary to safeguard /esmmend %o Austria.

After several Suallholderc purges Prime Minister Nagy
hoped that the oo-plox of conspirscies 1is finished. He did
not realize hovever that the peak of the conspiracy maneuvers
was yet to come &as the most significant Communist Party
'political move in the whole process of "weakening® the oppo-

sition forces. This meant the removal of hls own person from
the politlcal scene.
The Crisis s of tho Summer 19 u7

This orisis which started as the ™agy crisis" soon

after Nagy left for a vacatlion in Switzerland resulted in the

" pemoval of Rev. Varga one of the most important Smallholder
jeader and the disintegration of fhe whole majority Party in
the following election. 1In its detalls and 1ts zggguvering
the Communist Party has proved their old principleya coup 4
etat 1sia ‘revolution by prearrangement. "

Actually very little happened. Nagy left for a va-
cation. He was already in Switzerland when the Soviet
Government transferred the "eonfessions! of B. Kovacs to the
Hungarian Government as & reply to an earlier Hungarlan re-
quest to hand over Kovacs to Hungarian authorities. The
"confession' of Kovaés implicated Prime minister Nagy as
being part of the conspiracy. The Smallholders Party
i1mmediately notified Nagy and requested him to return to
Hungary. Nagy was preparing to leave immediately to clarify
himself against the absurd charges. The Communist Party

directly and through intermedliateries "informed" Nagy that
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Af he returns he will probably be arrested 1ike B. Xovacs.
Against the ransom of his son whom the Communist Party sent
out to Switzerland--Nagy resigned. Rev. Varga was rorced to
Tlee at the same time in order to avold immediate arrest.
' " The details of the case, particularly if the Budapest
and Moscow aspects are analyzed show the whole line and appli-
cation of Communist Party tactics as well as the cynizm with
which the Communist Party will go ahead for its own long range
designs: the weakening of the opposing force.

1947, May 22 Budapest radio announced that -several
small holders were purged from the party.

First Hint from Moscow

The somewhat somber comments of Radio Moscow threw
a shadow over coming events. Radio Moscbw, May 27, 1947.
Reviewing the Hungarian political situation -

-..The present political situation in Hungary...is
proof that reaction has not downed arms but is still
trying to foil the establishment of democracy and the
economic and cultural revival of the country....The
Small Holders party was forced by the pressure of
public opinion to expel its former secretary general,
Kovacs, to dismiss from the executive the extreme
right-wing members, and to carry out a certain purge
in the party. The new secretary general, Balogh,
speaking at a party rally recently desceribed the role
of hils party as that of a brakeman. Care must be taken
lest the brakes be applied too much, but also lest
they should fail in an emergency. Such a political
conception causes great dissatisfaction among the’
progressive public of Hungary.b¢

First Sign of Crisis in Hungary

The first important signal of the coming crisis was

the article by Father Balogh, the "eminence gris " of Hungarian
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politics in 1945 and 1946, titled *We have to stop the ooming

orisis." He rotori'E? the suspicions which were demonstrated
by the Communist rart; apq ll;l. after reaffirming the foreign
3po;1¢y orientation of the Small Holders Party as peaceful to
a1l naﬁiona, May 28 -

Rakosi and Reval attacked the two phases of Small Holders

olicy, calling them the unofficial and official ?arty
{1no and referring to suspiclous occurrences and ‘under-
ground party leadership'.*7

Furthermore, he refers to the Communist demands for the
immediate nationalization of the three largest private banks
(which control almost the whole Hungarian industry) and the
National Bank, and demanded a 75% taxation of the rich.
Father Balogh continued,

The H rian Communist Party knows exactly as well as
we all do what the reason for the fallure of the 1919
revolution has been. They made a revolution in Hungary
without the peasantry. Thils may be possible somewhere
else, but with us it 1is unimaginable. The reason that
democracy could start on a firm basis waes that we )
started to go together with the peasantry....We should
not underestimate that 'going together'. The fact that
the Communist Party and its leaders have been accepted
with trust by the Hungarian people can only be ex-
plained because they entered political 1life with the
Small Holders Party and the Small Holders Party used
every opportunity to emphasize and realize the neces-
sity of further close and intimate cooperation with

the Communist Party.... )

Even Father Balogh, one of the wisest and shrewdest of eall

Hungarian noliticians after 1945, who was often compared to
Telleyrand as well as Machlevelll, could not conceive that

in politics, and particularly in Communist politics, there

are no emotions or motives or gratitude. To Communists,

political 1ife and activitles are nothing else but part of
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the olass warfare. He continued in the article,

For momentary tacticsl advantages, they are willing to
forget the merits of that Kagy without whom 1t would
have been muc airricult to get the trust of the

easants for the new regime and thus for the Communist
garty as well. ...Rakosl nust be fully aware that AT
the masses would ever stand u st this leadershlp
they would not look for new ldeas or new leaders 1in
the Leftist Block. Such a change would be 2 tragedy te
the whole nation.

The basic mistake of that shrews politiclan was that he did
not see that for once, now, 1t was not tactles for the Com~-
munist Party, but stragegy. Tt was not just "another one
of those tactics," many of which have been encountered in
the past, prilliantly by Father Balogh, but it was strategy
because the Communist Party felt the tlme and the situation
were right to prooceed with the total disintegration of the
former majority party, the Small Holders.
Mihalyfi
On May 28th promlnent Small Holder thedyf announced
Ly
WPhere 1s no reason Whatsoever for a political crisis.”
The three most important elements in the Communist Part¥ plannin
The first’ important factor in theyplannin of the of the

Communist Party crisis.
crisis was that while letting Nagy go abroad for a vacatlon,

Deputy Prime Minister Rakosi was for the time of the whole
crisis not only leader of the Communist Party, but also the
head of the whole Hungarlan government.

The second important aspect in the Communist planning
of the crieis was to have Nagy conveniently and safely removed
abroad. They themselves were by no means discouraging nagy
in his vlan to spend his vacation in Switzerland--which was
not very usual for active Hungarian politiclans--in order

to escape completely from poiltics.

D v ™
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The third Communi st
A important part of the well planned, tactics was that they

have chosen the r;ghtnxiiing when the United States minister,
Arthur échoon:eld, who was in Hungary from the very beglnning
of the regime, has alr;ady been recalled, was out of the
country, andfg.ﬁhv Minister, Selden Chapin, has not yet arrived.
Thus, the most important outpost of the United States, its

diplomatic nilsioh was in a transitory state.

The Communist tactios in engineering the crisis

Father Balogh however soon got some wind that there
was trouble, because already on the 29th of May he declared
he was sick and cancelled his appearances in public.

The fact that the Social Democratic Party or at
least its leftist Jleaders knew about the plan of the Com-
munists beforehand can be ascertained from a public speech

Szakasgits

by leader Sxxkxxxx on May 28th.
We don't knov how long the coalition peace will con-
tinue. There are many dark clouds over the coalition.
The atmosphere is tense.... It starts to become un-
bearable.... Wouldn't 1t be perhaps better to stand
in front of the nation and ask them, 'Whom do you want,
what do you want?'....I call the population of Amgyalfolé
(important suburbd of Budapest inhablited by industrial

vorkers) to be prepared....be ready, even for the
battle if necessary.ld

The contents of the Russlan charges against Nagy became

known on HMay 30th. The day was quiet. Political dis-
cussions were taking place with the F%esident and after that the
Political Committee of the Small Holders Party requested

Nagy to return home.

United States Minister Schoenfeld went for a final
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visit to Rakosi--United States General Weems gave a reception
in which the whole government, foreign diplomats, .and digni-
taries partio;ggted.

3 Eggg_ig; The Hungarian Telegraphic Agency announced
that Nagy resigred -g¢- the Hungarian legation in Bern,
Switzerland. This, was untrue. Only on June 2nd after his
four year 0ld son had been delivered to him @1d Nagy resign.
The Communist tactics of confusing public opinion worked all
during the é;isis.

Confused and alarmed, the Small Holders the same
day cancelled all their scheduled mass party meetings.
As part of the Yzig-zagging tactics," Rakosi on

the
¥ay 30th greetedadeparting United States Minister Schoenfeld

in a speech which he delivered in English, praising the ob-
Jectiveness and understanding of the American diplomat and
L 4
even praising the dynamic strength of democracy which ex-
"
plalns the present tremendous power of the United States.
similap
(It may be significant that the eeme "dynamic" expression
was apovlied in a speech a week before that by Rakosi on the
and the Hungarian democracy.

Communist Party)/ On the dinner he toasted the Un’ted Stctes
and the departing diplomat.

Thles analysis does not use the account of lir. lag:
on the whole crisis as detalled in his book, but basce tle
whole analysls on Communist on’ non-Comrunlist sources in

Budapest. They arffirm, however, the events ar related b

Naly d Juetify it in full that he refused to return, tluas
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110
entering with this actlon in prisonsof the M.V.D. It would have
been a certainty, a few weeks after hils arrest "a confession”
by him could have been published admitting hile guilt. 1In 1ts
detalls the Communist attitude in the Nagy crisis, and which
is even more important, thelir very characteristic tactics in
maneuvering the Nagy crisls, have not been analyzed before on
the basis of their own declarations and moves. It seemed to
be more lucid to use them for reappraising.the events by this
study in the analysis of the pattern of Soviet and Communist

() attitudes in the Nagy crisis of the Summer of 1947.

The Comments by Moscow
From the voint of view of long range planning 1t was
the analysis of Moscow Radio which revealed most of the real
objectives behind the crisis. Moscow radio presented the events
to ite listeners from their own angle: June 2, 1947.

The resignation of Ferenc Nagy was brought about by the
fact that new and important data had been brought to light
in connection with the Horthyite antirepublican conspiracy.
Concrete facts prove that the former president of the
Smallholders Party and the former head of the Hungarian

. Government has played a leading part in the conspiracy
ageinst the Hungarian democratilc order.

Thege facts were kept secret very skillfully by the con-
spirators and thelir sympathizers for a long time. But
after the confession of Bela Kovacs, former secretary
general of the Smallholders Party, the secret has come out.
The conspiracy, and in the first place the part played by
the leading circles of the Smallholders Party in 1t, has
brought in a storm of indignation in Hungarian democratic
public opinion. 70

The inclusion of the "Status quo Ante

Then Moscow went into a detalled analysis of the Small-

holders Party:

At the same time this caused a2 great panic in re-
actionary circles, as shown by the remarks of forelgn

- R B e oo e D, IS T AT Y S -
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newspapermen in Budapest who are close to these circles.
This panic is well founded. The 0l1d Horthyite circles
belonging to the Smallholders Party have until now used
the democratic flag of the party as camourlage. In this
they were able, even after the discovery of the con-
spiracy, to continue their dark machinations by chang-
ing their tactics and re-grouping their forces. The
purpose of their machinations was to annihilate the
demooratic achievemenﬁs of the Hungarian people.
The very same philosophy so often emphasized by the Muscovites
in Hungary, that everybody who opposes Communien ig a Yfagcist™
was explalned and interpreted on the alleged conspiracy vhich
already hae been amplified into a putsch attempt. The very
actions of the Communist Party in creating the Putsch---
vere Justified by explaining it as belng nothing else but
averting the danger of one:

In Hungary the fascist putsch was being prepared by a
whole gang of Hungarian fascist Horthyites under the
political leadership of the Smallholders Party's
Horthylte circles. When the Hungarian community
organization fell through the reactionaries in the
Smallholders Party agaln began to sabotage the
country's economic recovery.
The old attitude towards "bourgeolse democracy" as being
nothing else but capitalism and fascism, was applied to the
Smallholders Party behind whonm actually the real forces were
the Horthy clique. The Horthy regime, the regime which
succeeded the 1919 Bela Xun Revolution, was still the most
dangerous of all forces to the Soviet: it is hard to ascer-
tain to what degree exactly the Communist Party and Xoscow
really belleved the existence of a danger of reessablishing
. " in Hungary.!
She "status quo ante/ "As one of the basic features of Com-
nunist Party philosophy is a constant fear of a capitalist

Agiresslon against them, there 1isg room for belief that they
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really felt the nightmare of the threat of the retu.sning
*ancient regime." Moscow radio put it as follows:

This activity was aimed at the overthrow of the demo-
ocratic Republic. The Horthyite clique pralsed bourgeols
democracy...sp as to conceal its fascist aims and to

be able to finish with even this bourgeois democracy in
a sultable moment. According to their time-honored
habits, the Horthyites were flirting with democracy and
fascism habits, the Horthyites were flirting with demo--
cracy and fascism simultaneously, but also according to
their time-honored custom vere all the time employing
the bloodiest fascist methods, the oppression and con-
fusion of the people, for they thought that ln Hungary,
the home of bourgeois democracy, they would be unable
to deal with the dissatisfaction of the masses. But
the bourgeois democracy was not only a camouflage for
the conspirators'! fascist aims; it served forelgn
political aims as well as home political purposes.

Moscow Analysis - Analyzed

Moscow broadcasted one more detalled comment on the Nagy

crisis, addressed to the Hungarlan audience. Moscow, June
5, 1947.

The galagy of anti Republican conspirators has been
enriched by the former leader of the Smallholders
Party, the former minister Nagy. On one occasion he
hypocritically stated that at last Hungarian political
life must be clarified at all costs. Now Hungarian
political 1life has indeed been fairly clarified, but
against the will of Ferenc Nagy. It was his most
trust man, Belea Kovacs, who exposed Ferenc Nagy as one
of the volitical leaders of the conspiracy agalinst the
Hungarian democracy. ..... ”

Praising the role of the Communist Party it continued

The vigllance of the Hungarlan progressive democratic
elements was, therefore, the more Jjustified. and for
the discovery of the anti-Republican conspiracy, and

ultimately the unmasking of Ferenc Nagy, 1t i< they
who can be thanked.

Bela Kovacs, Ferenc lagy, and thelir ascoclates have
-~ L =1

begn far too prcminent players to make an oven stond.

Officially they have recognized the coordinated de-
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clisions of the parties, but in reality they hampered
thelr enforcement, undermined the unity of the
coalition, and were reeponsible for a chain of politi-
cal crises. -

Playing up skillfully to the dominant left wingers of the
Smallholder Party, Radlo Moscow concluded:

They 4id not volce their true views but through the
most reactionary stratum of the Smallholders Party,
from whom, in the way of a pharisee, compliance with
the party discipline was demanded. Besides this they
have also aired their opinion through the so-called
Sulyok (leader of the Freedom Party--F&.) organization.

Explaining what the essence of the whole Nagy crisis was-—-
l.e., that in the area compared to several other countries
in Hungary civil, liberties were still comparably in exis-~
tence, This as interpreted by the Soviet was explained by
referring to the unforgettable Commﬁhist experiences three

decades ago:

Istvan Balogh, for instance, when he was appointed
secretary general of the Smallholders Party said that
as long as the party was lead by Ferenc Nagy democracy
rested on firm foundations. But later he stressed

that Hungary was the only pillar of bourgeois ideals
in coutheast Europe.

What 'democracy! and the 'bourgeols ideal'! mean in
Horthy's language the Hungarian workers know full well
from the time of the 25-year Horthy era. What the
'sole pillar of southeazst Europe' meens is also clear.
Many still remember that the Horthites often dallied
with this kind of slogan in 1920, when they were
saying that Hungary wae the 'pillar of order in south-
east Europe', and offered their services to the im-

perlalists for the supvort of the Vhite P P
war against the USSR. ~ oles in their

If the danger of the Jungarian syetem and the
population was anti-Communism then Moscow radio, from its
ovn vicwpolnt could indeed feel Justified by the events of

the Summer of 1947. Thisg linking ur of the Nagy crisis witk
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the events around 1920---as much as they may seem fantastic

and far fetched to Western observers---proves how vivid and

influential )
how Xxfkosnkkxx the memory of those years 1n the 1liie of the

Soviet when they were fighting with their back to the wall--
8t11ll are in the Soviet mentality....

A note of satisfaction concludes the comment of
Moscow Radio on the Nagy crisis:

Now with the discovery of Ferenc Nagy, who has also
given himself (up), 1t has been established, in the
most concrete fashion that the gsecretary general and
president of the Smallholders Party both belonged to
the Horthyite clique. The democratic mask has not
after all helped Ferenc Nagy who, foreseelng that he
could not avoid being discovered, left for a Swiss
holiday and there announced his resignation on May 29.

The Communist Party line of tactics in the Nagy

case and the technics of handling the affair

During the maneuvering of the whole crisisifrom the
Communist angle,-the only seriously embarrassing phase must

have been when Nagy expressed his complete willingness to

return immediately from Switzerland and clarify his position

against the Russian charges of conspiring against his own
government. Th1§ prompt willingness to return was upsettling

to the Communist Party tacticians. The whole line of tactics

was pre-planned and the fact that Nagy would automatically

refuse to return was taken as granted. His willirgness must have
greatly upset the whole scheme. One of the basls weaknesser

of Communist tactics beilng that they are only able to operate
successfully if the pattern go ahead exactly as scheduled

and among the circumstances created by previous preparatory
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work. If any unexpected motive upsets the arrangements, then
instead of quickly altering any part of their pattern, they
concentrate all efforts to remove the unexpected circumstance
go that they can proceed with the original plan. Thus they
had to get cler assoclates in the Small Holders Party of
Nagy, like the Foreign Minister and Father Balogh, to ohone

: advise
him end warn him against the Communists/not to return to

Hungary. They even sent out feelers in Switzerland to Nagy,
making sure that he would not return. This was essential,
for their whole pattern was built on the refusal of Nagy

to return from Switzerland, which they planned to use as a
proof that he admitted guilt in all the charges of con-
spiracy brought against him.

After the "“danger® of Magy's return had been
successfully averted Rakosi, 1n a speech on lay 31, quoted
himself as saying to Nagy, vhile talking to him on the phone
in Switzerland,

Pack your things fast and tell me immediately on the
phone when you plan to arrive to the frontier so that
we can swait you there in order that you should meet
no trouble.
This was an unmictakable reference to the Soviet arrest of
Kovacs. "Then I told him," he continued, "that in Budapest
he would have to appear in court..... He didn't have the
conecience to do so. He stayed there." Rekosl, priding
himeelf on the swiftness of that phase of the "revolution
by vrearrangement," said, "Before the United Stetes could

rub its eyee the whcle thing was over."
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The developing of the orisis
On June 1, Rakosl concluded with satisfactlon,

The orisis which to many looked grave and dangerous
four days ago has been solved by us quickly....Whatever
the newspapers will lie in London or Paris th% Hungar-
jan democratic people will not be influenced.
In that case, as well as formerly under the expressions "the
Hungariﬁn democratic people® Rakosi meant the Communists and
their front organizations.
The Communist Interior Minlster Rajk said:

Aagk "Nagy admitted his guilt."7]June=d.

June 1, Communist deputy Orban went further in the
tactic of besmirching Nagy with a fantastic accusation,
"Nagy demanded 400 thousand Swiss frencs for his resigna-
tion.“1 Trade Union leader, Communist Kossa, declared that
the whole crisis had important family aspects as Small Holder
Deputy Salata (who had to flee previously as he was accused
of conepiracy) has married the daughter of Nagy. None of

these allegations had any basis of truth.

On June 1lst the Hungarian press published the "con-

fession of Kovacs," implicating Nagy in the conspiracy.
The Nagy crisis was an extraordinary occurrence whereby an
active Prime Minister was accused by a minority party to
have conspired against his own government under his own

leadership. 1In fact he was accused of conspiring against

himsgelf.

The Communist dally on XMay 3lst wrote,

There are hardly any examples to an occurrence that

in a country in whose territory there ls no civil war
or war with a foreilgn power, the ovrime minister shauld
submit his resignation from abroad.7*

Szakeslts
Soclal Democratic leader Lmxriettxc demended immediatel: a nev

election.
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Rakosi, referring to the reporf that the U.S. had suspended

the 15 million dollar American 1oan until the situatlion becomes
clarified used a somewhat capitalistio approach in hils attitude.
said on May 31, Rakosi, "I figured," hemesdd, "out of 15

' rson in Hunga :
million dollars, eachgzlggh&tnnx- ou{g receive about 18 florins--
well, for 1& florins (about $1) we are not going %o change our
political convictions.'71The 4we Streamling: of Hungarian
Foreign Pollcy wae announced by the Communist Party Interior
Minoster: June 2, 1947, Budapest, Hungarian Home Service

-~

In his Sopron speech yesterday, Leszlo Ralk, Social (
Democrat Minister of the Interior, sald that Hungarlan
foreign policy would have to put an end to double-
dealing. Responsible statesmen could not--while advo-
cating, for the benefit of forelgn listeners, friend-
ship toward the USSR--in fact conspire with Horthy's
diplomate to undermine Hungary's good—neighboﬁ%y re-
latione with neighboring democratic veoples."

Rakosi himself commented on the Nagy crisis and the effects
of 1t. On June 6th, Rakosi said,
The Communist Party decided to break away with the
former production methods and start the system of planned
econony. 19
About the Nagy crisis, he quoted himself as saying to Nagy
on the long distance call to Switzerland,
Come home if you are a men; we will see to it that you
willl be met on the frontier; no harm will be done to
you; we will bring you home but you have to answer in
the courts for what you did.5®
This could hardly be interpreted as a persuasion of Nagy to
return. Typically Communistic in its concept of the guilt
of the accused, he takes it as granted from the beginning that
he is guilty. ' Rakosi continued,
Nagy did not return home. He remained in Switzerland
because he rightly presumed that the air in Switzerland
is better than in 60 Andrassy Street.
Nothing could have been more true. The address é§§§2§§§§t° by

Rakosi was the dreaded headquarters of the Communist political
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police. Rakosi continued, drawing the conclusions,
' The faot that he didn't dare to stand out shows that he
1s a vile traitor-and the same applies to his assoclates.
How many times Reverend Varga (the speaker of the parlia-
ment) was beating his breast to me that he 1s a real
original all-Hungarian son of his people....And now that

the situation where he had to stand up and answer for
his deed, he preferred to escape llke a mouse.

Rev.
Never before hnvé any charges been presented against/ﬁarga.
The Communists, however, wanted to make the most of the Nagy
crisis and they succeeded in having‘neverend Varga removed
at the same time. Reverend Varga, with B. Kovacs arrested
previously by the Soviet Army, and Nagy were the trio vho
headed the whole party and in whom the peasant masses had
great trust. Decades of respectable political background on
democratic principles made them popular and influentlal in
the country.

Father Balogh meanwhile, entered the hospital. The
Small Holaers Party deprived Negy and Egther Varga of their
membership.

A front organization of the Communist Party, the
National Committee, a political leftover from the 1945 period
when they exercised administgi;}ve power in the country in

lack of central government,/blamed the whole crisis on the

refusal of Nagy to return, echoing the Communist line.

The Aftermath of the Crisis

After the Nagy putsch, formalities were painfull:
adhered to. This formal hypocracy is & permanent character-
istic of the Communist party tactics in every phase of the

struggle. When an employee of the Hungarian Legaticn in

S e iy oo [ESARRO PO FeSesT v -
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Switzerland returned with the written resignation of Nagy.

it was emphasized that the letter could only bg handed to the
Personal Aide of the F-z:;sident, as it was addressed to the
President. The same formallty as on the arrest of B. Kovacs
whe; %he Russian army only arrested him after taking him away first,
from the Political Police, taking him in his own home and
then reading the arrcaf to him there, formally carried him
away from his own address. This phenomenon ls one more 111ue-
tration of the fact that in the Communlst philosophy the laws,
custons of the bourgeolse systems are nothing else but enpty
formalities with which the rullng class camouflages 1ts
dictatorship. ., They painfully maintain diplomatic
protocol, always - guided by the same philosophy.

The Nagy crisis in Hungary was not permitted to be
regarded as a crisls. .. The Communist tactics took care not
to have any immediate radical change immedlately after the de-
parture of Nagy. They insisted that the nev Prime Minister
and all the former Small Holder members should belong to the
"majority party.* The new Prime Minister said, on June 3rd,
"The only change is & change 1ln persons, néthidg on the party
line."

Rajk, on June 9th, declared,

The Communist Party never considered and does not con-
sider today either the overtaking of the power. . ..VWe
continue to stand for coalition and cooperation. §/

The new Small Holders Prime Minister, Dinnyes

to the icy atmosphere in politices after the Nagy crisis,

exclaimed on the 10th of June, "I am proud and heppy that the
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forming of my government was not accompanied by the usual
applauae.'ﬂ \ |

On June 24th,~the Hungarian government published its
Wh;te Book, glving the details of the "Confession of Kovacs,'
ai}gging that Nagi also was part of the conspiracy. The
who}e.Nagy crisis was presented by the Communists as not beling
a érilil - just a refusal of a "guilty conspirator*® to return.

i' In the new government the actual number of the Small-
holder Cabinet members was retained. 1In fact the real signifi-
cance of the Summer 1947 activity of the Communist Party con-
cerning the Smallholder Party was not so much in weakening that
majority party in quantity as in quality. Their best leaders
were removed by Communist tactics.

The Communists even went as far as utilizing the
Hungarlan Constitution for their tactics, quoting an English
newspaper which claimed that Hungarian events in connection
vith the Nagy crisls were in strict accordance with the
Hungarian Constitution, and democracy. (The paper quoted is the
Daily Worker and its judgment on constitution and democracy is
about as valid as %he general view of that paper on those subjects.

The Three Year Plan in Hungary

At the end of July the Peace Treaty was ratified and
the Three-Year Plan submitted to Parliament. This was the most
important long range result of the Nagy crisls - as
prepared the wey for the 1949 5-year Plan.

On July 1, 1947. The Communist delyty, Mod, who be-
longed to the close nersonal friends of Rajk, speaking on the

3-Year Plan, said,
With the success of the Three Year Plan, the :most important
condition for the strengthening of the Hungarian dcmoc"ﬁcv
has been achieved and the sincerely democratic nationsllst
unity.Uf
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The Furopean Recovery Plan and Hungary
On July 6, 1947, when the Marshall Plan was announced,

the following opinions were voilced in Budapest; The Small
Holders Party expros;bd active interest and even hopes about
the Plan, waiting for further information. The Hungarian
. Minister in London was ordered to go to the Paris meeting as

an observer. 8Social Democratic leader, Szakasits said,

We shouldn't stay away from an American aid plan....The
Social Demooratic party's view will be identical with the 03
. View of the Social Democratic parties who are our neighbors.
! ' -
As;against these hesitant and hopeful opinions, the Communist

Paity's stand was clearly expressed in the Szabad Nep.

The Soviet Union will not be there; nelther will the
neighboring countries like Yugoslavia, Rumania, and
Bulgarisa....The stand of Czechoslovakia and Poland is
not doubtful either....Hungary cannot take a stand
against her neighbors....cannot pursue an anti-Soviet
politics....9+

The Government soon announced that it will not take part in

the ERP.

The end 91 the crisis -

On July 10, 1947, United States Minister Chapin pre-
sented his credentials to the president of the Republic. On
July 17th new electoral law was introduced which debrived from
10 to 20% of the voters of their right to vote on flimsy
excuses, calling people with decades of democratic background
Fasclsts--Jéws, Nazis and classifying respectable old ladics
as prostitutes. New elections were announced. The very
purpose of the whole move wés to neutralize the 19L5 elections
and the majority of the Small Holders Party. It wms once
agaln a reaching cut by the Communist Party for legal vopular

support and although they used every polltical chicanery to
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win a majority by depriving masses of voters of their voting
right who would have voted against them, and using indirect
pressure on the whole population, they could 8t1ll count on
22% of the votes. Never again aid they attempt to use parlia-
megtary eleotionl .for power. The next election in May, 1949
was baaed on the Soviot pattern of electione and a united

rront This time the success was almost 100%.
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The ¥inistry of the Interior announces that an anti-
Republican conspiracy has been discovered.

Minister of Reconstruction, E. Mistet (Smallholder)
resigns. Later arrested as a consplrator.

Interior Ministry announces conspiracy plot, the
role of Hungarian Unity Soclety.

Communist dally newspaper connects conspiracy with
Smallholdere Party.

Minister of Justice announces 130 conspirators
held, 22 more arrested.

'dardinal ¥. makes protest agalnst policy inter-
ference and removal of books.

Interior Minister RajJk reports that Deputy Salata,
Prime Minister Nagy advisor, 1s conspirator.

Newspaper dally Kossuth Nepe banned for reporting
Jugoslav-Hungarian economic conference.

Reconstruction Minister Misteth arrested.

Paris and London Hungarian diplomats accused of
conspiracy, ordered home.

Deputies Salata and Jaczko deprived of parlia-
mentary immunlity.

Nagy criticized by hls party.
Salata flees.

CommunistRakdat threatens with Soviet intervention
unless Government arrests slx more Smallholders
deputies.

. Large-scale arrest of Army officers and right-
wing elements of Smallholders Party announced.

. Prime Minister announces purge of hils party.
Smallholders Party suspends eight deputies who
are deprived of immunity.

Right-wing party leader Sulyok criticizes sharply
coalltion. )

A.C.C. agrees to resumption of diplomatic re-
letions with Austria.

e . 8 A T YT S T

R S A e

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6

1947 (Cont'a)

Jan. 3lv In Budapest the Soclal Democratic Party Congress
Feb. 3. rebukes C. Peyer and other Western minded Soclal
Democrats. ..

Feb. 4. B. Xovaos, Secretary General of Smallholders Party,
oes on leave. The party excludes the 8 arrested
gnallholder deputies.

Feb. 6. MNinister of the Interior says that confessions of
the men accused of conspiracy implicate B. Kovacs.

Feb. 10. In Paris the Peace Treaty signed.

Feb. . Committee of Priviliges refuses to suspend parlia-
mentary immunity of B. Kovacs. -

Feb. 25. Kovacs offers to give evidence to the Political
Police. He 1s arrested by Soviet authorities.

Feb. 27. Trial of the first batch of conspirators begins.

March 5. Byrnes attacke Russia for burden of occupation
troops in Hungary.

March 6. United States protests to Russia against her
intervention in Hungarilan affairs.

March 8. Hungarian Government bans publication of note on
order by Soviet.

March 8. Great Britain sends a note to Russia demanding a
tripartite inquiry into B. Kovac's arrest.

March 9. Russia rejects the American, ané March 11th the
British Note of Protest.

March 9. ACC chairman refuses U.S. request for inquiry
into Soviet arrest of Kovacs.

Mch. 10. Hungarian press publishes U.S. and Soviet notes.

Meh. 12. ACC rejects British note.

Mch. 12. New York Times claims 3000 held in conspiracy.

Mch. . Crisis in Smallholders Party. Prime iHinister
;Egég?s for few hours, wins battle for new party

. Three Smallholder Ministers resign.

- Three Left Wing Smallholders sworn in as new
Ministers.
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. 1947 (Cont'd)

March 17. U. 8. sends second Note of Protest to Russian
authorities in Hungary.

March 18. Cabinet reorganized. Left-wing Smallholders

) cabinet members. U.S. again claims Soviet inter-
ference and demands three-gower inquiry, cites
Soviet arrest of Kovacs. ungarian press banned
to publish note. American Legation distributes
ninaogruphed copies. British note rejected by
Soviet.

" British protest note to ACC requesting inquiry
into arrest of Kovacs.

Rulsia~réjects British note.

Tl
United States grants fifty-million-dollar loan.
CardinalMindezenty threatens government to ex-
communicate all members of Parliament should
they pass bill to end compulsory teaching of
religion in schools.
Printers refuse to print the Freedom Party_dalily,
"Holnap." Vatican Radio describes difficult
situation of the Church in Hungary.
Szakasits demands new elections.

Rakosl derides UNRRA aid.

ACC agrees to resumption of diplomatic relations
with Finland.

Peoples' Tribunal sentences first batch of con-
spirators; three to death, the rest to long
terms of penal servitude.

Minister in Berne takes over from the custodians
Hungarian gold which had been placed in Switzer-
land by Kallay Government.

Roumanian Premier Groza and members of hils Govern-
ment.vislt Hungary.

Stelin agrees that Hungarian p.o.w.s. be re-
patriated. From then onwards they returned in a
gteady flow.

Premier Nagy goes'to,Switzeriand on holiday.

Minister of Education admits that the nlan for
optlonal religious teaching would be dropped.

G
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1947 (Cont'd)
May 20. An economic_delegatlon leaves for Moscow.

Nay 22. Russia demands Hungary pay $200,000,000 ovwed
’ ﬁrovloully to German firms. Germany's debt to
ungary.dinregardod.

Nay 3l. Premier Nagy said to have resi ed by telephone.
In fact he resigned on June 2nd in writing after
his h—{oar-old-son was handed over to him at the
Swiss border.

May 3l. L. Dinnyes (Smallholder) appointed Premier.

June 5. President Truman calls Hungarian developments
"an outrege.”

June 7. Five Hungarian Minlsters abroad and members of
their staffs resign. Alle ed confession of B.
Kovacs, and of F. Kapocs, ¥. Nagy's secretary,

published.

Smallholder leader, speaker of Parliament Rev.
Varga, flees Hungary.
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CIAPT!R IV

*wnn ALL -m VACILLATING, UMSTABLE. Inmnu ELEMENTS. . .
IR T\ mosxn 'rnnurmumurrctn

The Nagy erisis accomplished the third condition for

victory as set by Lemin: The opposing forces "have been
sufficiently weakened.” The next condition in the fulfill-
ment of the 1notruetion.wll to create conditions wherein
a1l the vacillating, unsteady, unstable intermediate ele-
ionta; the petty bourgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie democ-
racy, in contradistinction to the bourgeoisie, have exposed
themselves enough before the people, have made a sufficient
parade of their utter bankruptcy"”.

The gol;ticg; Aftermath of the Crisis

July 24, 1947, Parliament accepted the new electoral
law and.was dissolved until September 16th, to be reconvened
after the new election.

In his election speech, Rakosi, as a skillful tact-
ician, brought up the problem of the war prisoners in the

Soviet which was one of the most painful problems to the
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population. The COH-niilt Party had always. championed their
: r;turn, but the Soviet .was slow to return the men and re-
luctant to return anyvoffiéorl except those who had been in-
doctrinnt‘d with Soviet ideology. Public opinion associat-
ing thﬁ Communists with the Soviet Union put almost all the
blame for the lack of the return of these men---most of them
in the productive age groups---on the Communist Party.
Rakosi said:

We. would have liked to do more for the prisoners
of war, but even our strength is limited, We
. §:c:::fglizgigﬁ.tff.:%&?c...Now there are going to

This was clever ttctics--;just shortly before the people
went to vote, blaming the lack of the return of their fathers,
brothers and fiances on the fact that the Communist Party did
not receive enough votes in the 1945 elections and hinting
that through its connections with the Soviet Union they would
be able to do more if they received a larger vote. Thus even
parliamentary procedure and the "helplessness” of the minority
group (in that case the Communist Party) could be played up
by Rakosi. At the time of this speech important phases in
the campaign of that minority for a complete control of the
Hungarian political scene were accénplished facts. The most
important Smallholder Party leaders were removed by the Red

A}ny force and- by Communistic tactics and they were just

“ about to have a new election which would put a legal end as
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well to the achievements of the 1945 elections. A speech
from a leading Communist at .that. time referring to the
Relplessness otitho Co;iunict»party being a minority of 17%
showed . how far Soviet tactics can io in misinterpreting an
obvious litnatisn and distribution of the political forces.

On July. 20th, Reverend Balogh announced that he had
formed a new party under the title of Independent Hungarian
Democratic Party. This was part of the Communist tactics
to brc;k awsy as many voters from the Smallholders as poagiblo.

The most energstic and outspoken non-Communist leader
was D Sulyok. On June 12, he said, "We have become a police
state.” The violent breaking up of his party meeting became
a ropoitcd occurence ever since it was formed. Once he tried
to get assistance and asked the Interior -Minister for defense
against the mobs, largely Connnnists, who broke up his legal
party meetings with violence. Rajk answered, "Naturally,
you are being attacked. You are enemies of the democracy.

It is the very duty of the Communists to attack you. I sit
opposite you here as a Communist leader and as a Hungarian

Interior Minister. As a Communist leader I tell you, 'if
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1t would depend on me, yow would no longer be alive'; as

Interior Minister, uafortunately, I dm bownd by laws. Thus

1 canmet realise ny 1-;145 comviction againet you." 5*
‘Rakosi had already told him:. )

"If you are agaimst us, you are agaimst the democracy---
if you. are st the demecracy you are the enemy

of .the Nungarias peeple and enemies of the Humgarian
poeple have nothing to do in this country."

On July 23, the party of Sulyok announeed its dissol-
utien. "We wish to prove our sense of responsidbility
by the fact that we stop the activity of our party...
As a eo=loq|onco of the fact that our press has been .

To conclude this comdition of Lenin successfully, the
A(Old(‘for the Communist Party was as follows:

a. Secure the most political bemefit from the Nagy
crisis as far as the majority party is concerned.

». Liquidate the remnants of the non-Marxist political
forces.

Liquidate the Social Democratic party as an inde-
pendent organisation in order to pave the way for
the next phase: "When there has arisen and spread
widely among the proletariat a strong feeling in
favor of decisive and unhesitatingly bold revolu-
tionary action®,

The 19k7 Election

As far as the first agenda was concerned, the new elec-
tions on August 1, 1947 brought the desired result. (See

tabulation on next page)
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N7

195 17

gﬁnuu:ou Party 508 1”%%%’nny 1%
Commuaist Party 17% 228
Secial Democrat Paréy 17% ¢
Poa.anxf?urty Gi “

Por the 195 oloctipga.tho Radical Party and the Bour-
geeisie party together record less than 2% of the votes. In
the 1947 election, three mimor parties, the Christian Womens'
Communist Party, the Balogh and Radical Party received together
54. .(Be sure to note as above that the Balogh vote was split

three ways).

Thus in 1947, the Soviet Union Party forces were disin-

tegrated as follews:

Democratic Peoples' Party 164
Hungarian Independence Party 13%
The Balogh Party 5%

—~—r - e g A e o g T P T PR =, S 1 S IRV A S A e e
TN R T ST ST (TR e s e Rrhieaa iy g " d 2
B - e - PR .
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The Smallholders Party which wom a majerity of 58%
votes in 1945 emerged from the 1947 election with 15% of the
votes. ‘th, hffvor, did mot nou:) p‘:l ::ol:tdonblo change,
only a regrewping of the pelitical ur.icu: of the population.
After. the Smallhelders Party lost its lesders, the leftist
party chiefs were only regarded by the broad masses as Commun-
ist stooges. In fact the veters backed the new non-Communist
parties, as there was a defimite rightist trend in the country
as a reaction to the Communist Party tactics in neutralising
by force and cunaing their expressed political choice of 1945.
The, other nom-Communist parties polled considerable votes
which .surprised the Communist. 1saders. The Peasant Party
polled 8% and after consequent purges became an_obedient tool
of the Communist Party.

The Hungarian Independsnce Party, --- , headed by- former
Smallholder Pfeiffer, polled 13%. The Democratic Peoples
Party led by I. Darankovics, a progroasivo'Catholic party
received 16%. The Independent Democratic Party headed by
Reverend Balogh had 5% of the votes while the results achieved
by the smaller non-Communist parties was not significant.

Thus while the non-Communist forces in Hungiry were not
eradicated, they were successfully atomized into several smaller
parties and no longer concentrated in one majority party.

With all the direct and indirect pressure and all the

chicaneries of election techniques, the Communists gained only

5% more votes than in 1945.
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. . September 6, 1947. Rakesi.discussing the election re-
. turns, said, "The result.of the Commumist Party would
. have. been better. if the dirty lie weulda't have. thrown
.against.us. that: 1. .We.want. to be a member of the
. .Seviet. Unien instead of an.independent Humgary; 2. The
. . fairy tale of the Kolhos. . This lla-lor.ca-p;iin found
.. follewers in every. village"...Ne called the
T e Toe percy. apd Salisd the party of .’
8 c y e .the y of.
Pfeiffer owtright rue,im’;..t?‘

The non-Communist forces were dispersed by the fall of
but were not liquidated yet.

. October 1, 1947. Still the remmants of .opposition can
be found. On October 2md, the mon-Comsunist daily,
Magyar Memset, im an editorial titled. "National Educa-
tien or Party School¥, "In.the. le!s colleges
extremist 1doolo¢ion-ln.ovory school..violent party
spirit...education for. party politics."$3The article
attacks. the Communist influence om education.

On October 9, 1947 in Parliament, Deputy Bagankqvics
criticising the three year plan, said that the three
year plan leaves God out.of the whole plan. Communist
do;ut{ Revai sarcastically asked, "How does deputy
Balogh imagine the inclusion of dod in the three

year plan.® Balogh, answering, "For example, through
the weather." Jo .

November &, 1947. Middle class party spokesman,
Pfeiffer, a well knowa journalist, said "Our greatest
task is, besides the survival of the nation...domestic
freedom...The psople shouldn't have to fear." 9/

" The atomising of the opposition by the Communist Party

continued:

November 7, 1947. Rakosi gives an important tactical
speech, It attacks the parties of Balogh and Pfeiffer
but also claims that the Social Democrats were not
completely reliable either. The speech was aimed to
create confusion where the Communist Party stands,

as against the cther parties. Rakosi quotes a Social
Democratic dbputy who is also a youth leader and who
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qie-r attacked the Seviet Uniea \d.thout any steps bcin;
. . taken against him by. the Party.

C . Om. londor 19, the Independence Party was. dissolved.
The un uy the vensrable. ‘Soeial. Demosratic_Leader _Peyer. vas
torn‘ to noo. The mext- day . the bukl were mationalised.
Communist ta.tito by that.- time. became accelerated. -The lig-
uidatien of. the oypooition . Was. lt.ppod up. After. the Pfeiffer
Party. wvas diooolvod, .the. only serious .obstacle was the .3ocial
Democratic. Party and tho party of Baramkevics. This. later,
hquovor,.indirtct}y lgnkod‘tq.tho.Catholic Church--=in the
COI-nlilt Party plans ceuld wait with its liquidation.when
the. Chnrch would be.the next om the agonda Thus .disintegra-
tion of the Social Democrats 'aa tho>noxt .step:

A. THE LIQUIDATION
The Socia] Demecratic Party

The disintegration of the Social Democratic party was
the next step. Two different approaches to the line of tactics
were used.

After the importance of the sequence of events in polit-
jcal developments, there were two entirely different approaches
from the Communist and non-Communist political philosphy.

To the non-Communist party leaders in Central and East-
érn Europe, and.Western public opinion as well, the most im-

portant phase was whenever the Communist Party succeeded in

forcing them out of their positions. When they had to flee
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g tho:lr own countries whether it was )ukdajcnk in Polud or
lhgy in. u-.ary, to them "the. story ‘ondear with. their fading
out of the picture. This 1s hn-nly understandable.

The vioupoins of the co-lnniata was entirely different.
While they realise. the Wmleo of eliminating the various
bourgooiaio political,torcou as part of the class warfare,
all this to them meant nothing else but the creating of
the essential prerequisites for the only important final aim,
the building of Socialism. The disintegration and elimina-
tion of the non-Marxist political parties was nothing else
to the Communist Party mentality but the clearing away of
the rubble, For the final aim, the building of Socialism,
the most important prerequisite was the elimination of the
Social Democrati party. The Gleichschaltung of mass organiza-
tions, the solving of the problems of the church and the
Kulaks could only be followed as the next links in the chain
after the all-important event of the annihilating of the

Social Democrats has been accomplished.

The Communist Party Reason for the Importance

of the Social Democratic Problem: -

To non-Marxist observers, the vehement hostile attitude
of the Communist Party, a Marxist party, téwards any other
Marxist party presents an enigma. The violence of language
and action if and when some social democrat offers resistance
is also somewhat puzzling. They are considerably more violent

and more passionate and more ruthless than with the most
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po-orful of the capitalist foes. To. undorotand thil riddle,
one has to go. dcun to.the depth of the. co.-unist faith.
The very uxplanaxion constitutes tho oro of commmnist philos-
‘wphy. It is the fact that a fullfledged Communist believes
in.the certainty ot.!orld revelution; i.e. that .Communism
will be victorious ovdéyuhoro because that is a historic nec-
caotty. o force can pr'VOle that. He believes in.that as
tlnnticully as a Jo-uit believes in the Dogma. He believes
that whatever the capitalists will try to do, they may succeed
- im gaining temporary delays but mo power can stop the total
collapse .of the Capitalistic system and the coming of Socialism.
The ideological importance. of this doctrine is so strong
that all the steps before the eventuality of Socialisa are
merely tactical steps---which can and should sigg sagg all
the time as the Doctrine prescribes. To these tactical steps
the doctrine is an almost too complete Book of Instruction.
After the final preparatory step...the most difficult one:
The liquidation of Socialism is achieved and the revolution
will enter the phase where tactics. become insignificant and
into the realm of fulfilling the building strategy of Socialism
which is the very puépose and dream.which leads into Utopia.

This phase, however, can never be entered without first

liquidating Socialism. This is an. absolute rule. It has been

faithfully followed in Russia, in the Bela Kun evolution and
jn all Central and Eastern European countries without
exception. And, it is on the Communist agenda for the plans

and designs in any future operations in all the Western Eur-

untries and overseas.
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\hen this will be achieved, the capitalists will be
autematically asnihilated, partly through the battles with
Commmnistie foreo. anl loctly bo§uu.o their collapse is
nu-tic nd a notoric muuty. Nowever, when that
groat. mement will be tilnlly achieved and they would be near
to the fimal miu—--mun- for all mankind---there would
still.be oqo enemy lnft, whe. would try to claim all the
benefits,. ;hb would try to reach out for the same masses
who- only communism has a momopoly to make happy: the workers.
This surviving lone foree, the most dangerous one of the
Socialists would be still there. Their collapse unlike that
of tho capitalists, is mot automatic--~according .to the
Doctrine. That is the reason that they are the deadliest
of .all enemies as theymetend to be on the same side, and
in;fact seach out for the same aim and followorl, although
claiming the use of different methods.

Therefore, as the very prerequisite for the final aim
in the oporationai scheme, they have to be made harmless
before the Communist Party can actually start to build social-
ism. They have to be merged, those elements in their ranks
who would not be willing to disintegrate have to be #nnihilated
by every possible means. For the final decisive big battle,

this move is the prerequisite. After that, the Communist

Party becomes the only dominant party force ghroughout the

world.

s T T ?p-p«-r\ﬁw‘\-_«‘i‘m
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Ia Contral and Easters Eeropean cowatries, in the
peried foilewing Werld War II: this.axaihilation was usually
done in the mere subtle form of merging, thus having the
Social. Democrats themselves te vote the party out ef exist-
ence.. Ia the Dela Kun Revelutien, they started out by

‘lorzild'tho Seeial b‘ltéftb Party the same 8ay when they
got the pou.r. -The o:porionec of the Bela Kun failure
taught them in tho period. follouing.lbrld War .II to act
differeatly, and postpone that step.until the non-Marxist
forces are diuintogratod.

As a result of election 1rro¢n1ar1tiou sponsored. by the
Ministry of Imterior, am.open rovolt broke out in the Social
D.-ocraxic Party which only gaimed .13% in the election. X
The same policy was followed against them by the Communist
Party in 1947 after the Nagy affair, the 1947 elections and
its aftermath during which the non-Marxist parties were dis-
integrated and gradually purged from Hungarian Political
life.

It was the Communist Party excesses in that 1947 elec-
tion which caused a serious palace .revolution. in Social
Democratic ranks. The Comsunist. Party using the so called
“blue. tickets® which permitted .persons voting when they were
away from their permanent residence was utilized by Commun-
ist Party voting techniques as nFlying voting®. Truckloads
of Communist members were trayelling all day on election day

casting.a. Communist Party vote in each town. Some of them
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later admitted to have succeeded in voting up to 16 times
during the day. The opposition parties headed.by Social
Democrats accused the Commumist Party with gaining around
half a million votes threugh this trick. Social Democrat
cgbinot.yiiiqyorp.rouignod "in protest, feathers were flying
in . the sbcidiln;-ocrlt§c Keadquarters. The Commumist Party
promised fhoroi&h"inv.otiintion of the accusation and the
Social Demoeratd became "pacified” omce again. Iven this
"social Democrat" revolt, however, aided Comsunist Farty
aims: again it weakened the Sacial Democrat Party because
some iltluontinl members left their positions during the
rift. Cabinet members resigned. and a wave of mass protest
was sounded against the Communist Party. The Muscovites tried
to pacify the Social Democrats by promising an investigation
into the election fraud charges and even the Soviet Commander
in Hungary tried to help smooth out the difficulties.

The Communist Party Tactica] Line

An important evenfoccured in December: The visit of

Tito.

December 7, 1947. Sxzabad Nep writes, commenting on
the visit of Tito in Budapest, "...To celebrate Tito
in Budapest is almost such a glory for the People's
Democracy as the successful land reform and the
.nationaliszation.® i
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~On December 13, 1947, the Ssabad Nep attacked the
Social ‘Democratic Nepssava for calling the shootin; party
which was given to the honor of Tito as a Fascist type shoot-
ing.party which would have been held in the previous regime.

On the same day the Doputy Secretary General of the
Communist Party declared that the Social Democrats should
merge with th. Comsumist Party. On December 19, 1947, the
Communist Party daily, Ssabad Nep, went even as far as stating:
Ssabad lop as part of thoir tactics, attacks Sszakisits because
he doesi't want urgtr. They accuse him even of being of
rightist sylpathiu. The explanation for this tactic 1is to
make Ssakisits feel his weakness to the utmost from both
flanks.
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~ :
Under Cemmunist Party pressure connocutivo purges were
conduetod in the. Social .Democratic Party. Peyer, the leader
of tho *right wing®, who ‘fled the eountry was tried "in
ahooatia' and by March 1948 the. planned merger was announced.
Within a few weeks the Sopial.ncuocratic Party in Hungary
ﬁnaniloplli voted itself out of existence and was merged with

the Communist Party in the so called Hungarian Workers Party.

Soviet and gggggg;og Party Aggraisal of the Merger

The approval of Moscow was expressed in a telegram
from the Comsunist Party of the Soviet Union to the Congress
of the Hungarian Workers Party on June 13, 1948:

1
"The telegram sends its warmest greetings and al
152 best sish.l to the new unified party, congrat-
ulates past results of the fight, and economic
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recomstruction. .The umion.of. the. two. working parties
is:an event .in.the. history. of. the. Rungarian working
June 12, &1 Central . 1::.“.;9»:.. maniae

~ L . e¢. of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Uaien. '

Rakosi i his book alse.smphasized the decisive impor-
‘tanes of this step...which was. an essential -prerequisite to
the.really big. mkr .-the 1iquidation of the peasants, the
Church and threugh that the read was open to the final aim:
the ébuildil‘ of socialism.

Page 79.0of Rakosi's beok: The umion of the two work-
ing ies is an.umbelievable gain im strength in
the an democracy and .a turning point mot only
in the development of the: Hungarian working movement,
but the whole Hungarian democracy.

Page 201: It is the peak of results by democracy and
it abolishes t,o biggest. obstacle as to the building
of socialism.’ .

NoQ —— Qmos again it has to be stressed that while from the
Western point of view the various degrees of the
liquidation of democratic forces in ary was of
the greatest importance from the Communist point of
view, the most important result was the absorption
of the social democratic party. The roots of that

. g0 back to the very depth of Communism, directly
back to Lenin and the very first links directly be-
tween Lenin and the 1919 Communists.

Radio Moscow emphasised the fact by saying on April 27,

Speaking about the past activities of the right wing
Social Democrats, the radio explains that life itself
demands a united workers party as an essential nec-
essity for future development.

Only the finishing touch had to be put on the merger
like finding a name for the new party. Unlike in 1919, the

Communist. Party did not wrangle over the name or insist on
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. ' : 143
the Communist Party in anything else.but the substance of
the mew Party. - Its omly aspect.to the new_Rame Was:
Diseussing the name of the mew party, he mentions
“that .‘eggody. - that. the m'purt should
be United Party o | Bangarian Yorkers and. Peasants.
(A11.this speech is.oa June 15 .1948). This name
would stress tee much the e ty.of workers and
‘ gs and mlh'z.uhrl‘}u:nnuonouh. the
sadership of the workers. 9 :
Thus the same Phonomeam was repeated in Hungary.too
by the Cemmmaist Partyu’olley.unkll,thnt-liko in all. the
other Central and lantira.llropoin.counxfiol.uithout excep-
tion, by the time complete. Communist control of power was
achieved, the Cemmunist Party merged itself out.of existence
as {Uz.an“thnvdo-nnilt name_was comcerned.

Ssakasits, who engineered the merger, was rewarded with

the presideacy of Humgarian achievements. MNow they felt strong
enough to. start to liquidate the two strongest resistance
elements to socialism .in Hungary: .. The Church and the Peasantry.

B. THE LIQUIDATION OF THE CHURCH

Communist Party Tactics that Failed
The Communist Party effort toward the liquidation of

the Church was commenced with a typical comment bf Rakosi:

The slogan of the masses was, wCardinal Mindszenty
is outdated. Let us. have nationalized schools. The
whole square-of the mass meeting had the new flag
of the new party, the nationalist flag was the Red

Star and the Golden Wheat " 70
In Communist policy, the two important phenomena were:

1. The permanence of basic policies of strategic importance;

2. The great degree of changing of. the methods in zigg-zag-

r to achieve the first.

zing and varying tactics in orde
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These are periisps best rcprucnud in the fight between Moscew
amd Iz-. with Rungary as. a battleground. Ko other aspect

of the co-nht policy became as well known as.a "cause
colom' u the werld as m- battle which culminated in the
lrrost and couviction of Cardimal Mindssenty. Last, but not
least, in »e oth.r lcpoct “of Communist policy was their fail-
ure se. ap,croat as. in th. ONe ‘concerning the 1ine of tactics
to be followed as ro;ards the Church. Net only did thny fail
to pacify the Cathelic public opinion in Rungary, but in addi-
tion, they suceoeded to a larger degree than the churchs ever
did...to create hArmoRy and umity between Protestant and. Cath~
olic.masses im Humgary. The aim of the basic Communist policy
was to handle the delicate affair with the Church as quietly
and as much of & domestic affair as possible without attract-
ing too auch attention from public opinion outside of Hungary.

The outcome of their policy proved that hardly could
any other phase penetrated deeper and wider into world. opinion
from Australia to South Africa.

Ic is worthwhile to analyse the reason for the failure
of the Communist policy. It has to be elph:lised {n the begin-
ning that the mistake was not in the Comsunist tactics. The
Muscovites can have & "clear conscience as far as the eriticism

of the guardians of the Doctrine are concerned in Moscowy which

by no means they are, as they did not make any basic slip or

mistake in their cactice The line was win line" from 1919 up
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ﬁ.‘itl'donlomt to 1948.. This .is a clear ein where it
can be undeubtedly ucomhod in thc fact that the predes-
timated failure of the Communist cau lies not in their tae-
tigs--ebut the bllic ltrltogy ‘The ponllnont, long range
titldo l.lll to be failingeewthe very issue of Marxism-

mu-smm-—-nm- ehurch and the human masses who
su- to romc oeuduy ﬁo surrender their chu-aetoristica as
lmnn boiuc. m.ct as they.may be with thoir biases
and -ot.ioul co-plml--ror the purified emotionless status
of class conscious exploited.

'fhc clash of two different set§of values brought imto
the piéhuro, the lack of human oxp;gionco and insight as a
basic weakmess of Marxism, as .agaimst the superb 2000-year old
machinery of Cathelicism.This clash of two global conceptions
ended not only as a means of amplifying to the utmost the
hostility of the population in Hungary, but amplified world
wide forces of very different character into an increasing
attitude of hostility against International Communism. The
robust figures of the Muscovites in Hungary as well as the
nounting personality of the Cardinal were dwarfed by the size
and dimensions of the issues which broke E:finto the open and
swept away the local character of the case.

The important and interesting factor is that three

" decades of experience in tactics all well considered and
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wtilised, the greatest possible, care .of the assuring of

essential pr'r.quilitOl to the.battle all were lined wp with
thb methods of Marxist lciontitic logic---and in view of this
'tot.l rtarnllout' of the Communists, tho totality of the de-

-foax.bocu-o.-oro conapicnonc too.

It is by ™ I.‘l. a coineidouco ‘that the Mindssenty
case occurrod in the politiecal terrain of HRungary. Former
persecutions like the failing of Proteéstant leaders in Bulgaria
lacked the dynamism of the Nindssenty case, the great attention
to the slow moving drema of the battle mow raging in Csecho-
slovakia to take part of its world wide attention from the
effects of the Mindssenty case as well. This is by no means
a reflection as to a lesser degree of religionism or deepneas
of convictions in any other cemtral or Eastern European countrye.
It is simply the very characteristic of the extreme dynamism
of the terrain in Hungary, where all the circumstances and
traditions of a basically peasant character population, the
traditional impact of Catholicism for 2000 years predestin-
ated the country to'be the scene for the battle. In addition
to this, the lack of Slavic relationship with Mother Russia
and its own Church made it impossible for Moscow to tie down

at least part of the potential mass emotional eruptions through

these ties,
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Barly in 1945 the primate of Hungary died and.the
young emergetic Bishop Mindsseaty was app.ointod in his place,
A man of great ceurage, stubbormness and famatic comviction,
Nindssenty was arrested im 1944 by the Nasis and paraded

" whem they arrested him im the full regalia of a Bishop. This
dignified behaviour made him well knowa all over Hungary.

Shortly after the liberation of Hungary in 1945, and
after a mere fow months of the new order in Humgary, his stand
became clear. Mindssenty was unrelentingly amti-Russian and
anti-Communist. The URSAVOry mASS excesses of the Red Army
were still an everyday occurence.. .Aristocrats, conservatives
and high officials of the. former Government tried everything
to win the favoer and defenmse of .the Russians. Mindssenty,
as head of the largest Church in the country even refused
to make the courtesy visit to the Russian Military Commander.
In pastoral letters, speeches, gestures, he not only openly
criticised the new regime, but with particular care he made
it understood that he did not recognize the regime as such.
This opposition of the Church under Mindszenty .leadership
thus grew out from the very early period of %he life of
the new regime. Should the later policy of the Communist
Party not have clashed so sharply with the sentiments of the
majority of the population, the rift within the Church may
have never grown into a statewide and international affair.

However, as it did, the Cardinal became the symbol of re-
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sistance in Hungary as well as the whole of Central and
Eastern Buropean area.

The Communists had to realise from the very beginning
that parallel with their reappearance in Hungary after three
decades, a new Cardimal .also appeared on the scens who was
just as fully famatical in his faith 1n the moral power of
Church, as the Co—miau were in thur ideological fanatisa
to the Doctrime, and who was just as conscious of the global
influence of Rome as the Communists werse of the global de-
signs of Moscew. Furthermore, uindssonty was a born fighter
who was just as skillful and jealous in the use of the back~
ing of the world wide idoolokieal and political power of
the Church as the Communists were in their use of the Soviet
power.

From the very beginning the Communist tactic was to
try and isolate the Cardinal and try to minimise the conflict
to as much to a personal level as possible. A nationwide
whispering campaign was started against him (all the popular
{gsues of the day were used in that tactic). Charges of
pro-Nasi sentiment were made out of a pastoral letter which
condemned inhuman treatment of war prisoners. His criticism
on the Land Reform, based mainly on its character of class

revenge, were used for whispering propaganda against him as

being against the Land Reform.
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swing....The next step in the Communist tactics was to get
the support of individual Catholics against the Primate.
The answer from Mindssenty came promptlye-e--Excommunication}
From every church the crowds listened to the Pastoral letter
declaring: "Should a Catholic become unfaithful to. the
Church, we have to warn him and if necessary apply sanctions
against him",
The next ster of Communist tactics was a full scale
propaganda for the nationalising of the schools. Radio,
the press, thousands of party meetings all over the country
and mass demonstrations were arranged by the party to be
utilized by the Communists:
June 3, 1948
"Who controls education controls the people." Front
page editorial. Reviewing the past systems of educa-
tion which were in service of reaction, Rakosi explains
that the majority of workers were banned from higher
education in the past 25 years, wonderful palaces
were built for schools eapociaily by the Catholics,
but for the people old out-dated elementary schools, .
poor equipment and one teacher for 80 to 120 pupils.’/

In 1945 the old school system had ceased to exist and
the free so-called general school for the age of 6
to 14k was established.

The Explosive Aspects of the Case

By that time, the masses were getting very excited.

The accumulated hostility of the last three years against

the Red Army, the Communists, the gradual disintegration

of the non-Communist political opposition by the tactics
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swing....The next step in the Communist tactics was to get
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From every church the crowds listened to the Pastoral letter
declaring: ™Should a Catholic become unfaithful to. the
Church, we have to warn him and if nscessary apply sanctions
against him",
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propaganda for the nationalising of the schools. Radio,
the press, thousands of party meetings all over the country
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tion which were in service of reaction, Rakosi explains
that the majority of workers were banned from higher
education in the past 25 years, wonderful palaces
were built for schools espociaily by the Catholics,
but for the people old out-dated elementary schools,q7
poor equipment and one teacher for 80 to 120 pupils.

In 1945 the old school system had ceased to exist and
the free so-called general school for the age of 6
to 14 was established.

The Explosive Aspects of the Case

By that time, the masses were getting very excited.
The accumulated hostility of the last three years against
the Red Army, the Communists, the gradual disintegration

of the non-Communist political opposition by the tactics
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of the Communist Party manifested themselves in widespread
public amger. By this time no léiior.uns the issue the
cardisal, much less the preblem of the nationalisatioa of
schoels. .In comnectiom with a demonstration agaimst the
nationalisation of .schools, the people killed the policeman.
In that atmosphere, the imcident in Pocspetri happened,

J. Revai, the Muscovite Ideologist of ;he Communist Party,
wrote a full froat page editorial im Ssabad Nep the Communist
daily. It is essential to quote in some length of that
article as it reveals the whole structure of the Communist

philosophy at this stage of develapment. It also shows that -

by this time the Communist Party also realized that the
issus of the day was the whole issue.

June 6, 1948 by Josef Revai.

nThe Violence in Pocspetri®

Pocspetri is a small village in the county of S. The
majority of the inhabitants are very poor peasants
who got very 1ittle of the land reform. Out of
2200 people only 200 got land. The boss of the
village is a Catholic priest. He has 160 acres. In
the election last year, the. majority of the village
voted for the party of B. The priest, some Kulaks,
some exploiting mill owners, and one or two officers
left over from the previous regime, these were the
people who in Pocspetri fought against the national-
jzation of the church schools. Here is the result:
On June 3rd, rebellion broke out in Pocspetri; the
people attacked the village hall; they disarmed the
* policeman on duty and shot him. The seeds of Mind-
szenty ripened in Pocspetri. Should we blame the
people, the poor backward peasants of Pocspetri.
No. The instigators are the real criminals whether
re in Pocspetri or in Europe. Before the re-
bellion in Pocspetri , at a parents group meeting
the Catholic priest pr : phere by say-
ing, "'Unworthy people want to decide the fate of the
Church. We have to stop the nationalization of the
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Church schools. If that -happens,. the Church itself
gets destroyed. ¥We cannot.let that happen, We must
stop it wit all our energy. If we don't do so,
lose read, ' will be excommunicated by
and can't even be buried in a Catholic
The women of Poc.g:tri who forced
the village hall shouted: "Don't
"God away from us; we don't want to becoms
pagans; Wwe don't.want the school;. we don't want
to-bo.iadiol; it is enough for us if we can use the

spade.” 99
Bohind-tho case in Pocspetri is the allied forces of
reaction, the dynasty, capitalism, etc.

We believe with Louis Kossuth®, the fate of the country,
the fate of democracy,. and the fate of state's control
over the schools is ons." The Hungarian eople in

- that follow Kossuth and not, Mindssenty. 7

There wers several rebellions similar to that in Hune
gary. The writer contradicts himself by explaining that it

was the ordinary psople who revolted. Of the many cases

of open violence in Hungary, ever since 1945 under the

oHero.of the 1848 Revolution
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pressure of Communists, omnly those cases were published

. whieh 1. were too big to be concealed; 2, could be exploited
for propaganda. . Yor example, the village priest or a former
army officer or a roprtsontativo of the Smallholders Party
or similar pro-Western political element could in some way
be dragged into the case. The investigation of the imperial
ministry, which was & key polition'in Hungary as well as in
the other countries in the Russian sphere always took care
that extortion of facts should be as skillful as possible.
The Communist press, later on the radio and mass meetings
which were voluntary only in their name all helped to ex~
ploit the propngandiltic value and potential of these cases
to the utmost.

Under the mounting gension of the country, the Commun-

ists tried to make a twist in their tactics by emphasizing
that it was not religion, even less the church which it opposed
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but only the person of Mindssenty. Every possibls charge
was leveled against him im which'Fascist murderer® was only
among the less violemt ones. At this point, the Yaticsn
openly 1ntorvongd.

The Pope using the Anniversary of the Eucharistic Con-
gress of 1§3§ as an occasion, addressed the people of Hungary---
partly ia the Nuagarian languagevssa feat which had caused
mass jubilation omce before during the Congress of 1938, when
he,.as a Cardinal, spoke a fow words in Hungarian to the masses.
Now he blessed Mindssenty, thus answering the Communist charges
that the Primate acts: without the sanctiohs of the Pope.

From this time onward thc.Chnrch became the main next
link in the chain. The next aspect of the Communist Party
has been the conclusion of an agreement on nationaliszation
with the Protestant Churchs by exempting the most important
six Protestant Schools, by giving 20 years financial aid to
the Protestant Schools. Then they made a similar offer to
the Catholics. Mindssenty rejected it in principle. He was
able to see in those tactical steps not only isolated moves
but the conception of a long range plan in Communist Party
strategy. He witnessed how the whole non-Communist political
front was gradually disintegrating and crumbling to pieces
under Communist tactics. He regarded the temporary Govern-

ment concessions to the Protestants as parts of a similar
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strategy and was resolved not to permit it to the utmost of
his power. In his pastoral letters almost oviry Sunday, pass-
iomate attacks wers read in the Churchs:referring to the pre-
sent terror as umprecedented in the 1060 years of Hungarian
history. 41 iﬁin happensd in a country, Sunday after Sunday,
where poliﬁie;l ;ppolition had been ruthlessly mussled, where
opposition in press or radio was non-existent. The reaction
of quqai'wac very yypicilz "It cannot be .talerated that
one certain pariy should hold a mass meeting of a mass of
several hundred thousand people---every Sundayﬂioipril 27, 1948
The Communists could not afford to show weaknesses by
losing that battle. 65% of all the schools were denomination-
al and 506 of all teachers had to be nationalised. In Parlia-
ment the only opposition was represented by remnants of
Catholic parties. The Bill was passed on June 16, 1948.
Parallel with this phase of the Communist Party policy, the
purging of Church organisations continued. Once again the
old and always appliable method was used. A number of priests
and the Secretary of the Catholic Action Committee were arrested.
The answer of the Cardinal to the passing of the Bill
was to excommunicate all who voted for it. He also felt it
is time to answer several of the charges against him or at

1east some of those which he considered worthy to answer at

all.
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As for the charges of mediaevalism, The Cardinal
retorted:

nAbroad my position js said to be mediaeval. But if
the parochial schools of the United States were
taken away and in their places were substituted
schools for the jncmlcation of Marxism, what would
they say?

#In his book tReligion and Marxism', now on sale

in Huniary, Lenin says "We desire the true Communist
education of children. W t teach youth Commun-
ist ethics and morals, including denial of the Ten
Co;nand,onts. We do not believe in eternal moral
values.

nIn every -aior question in the last three and a

half years, ncluding the constitution, land reform
and nationalisation, I have demanded a plebiscite.
I ask if those are mediaeval who refuse to let the
public express its will or I who demanded it?

#I do not want the Middle Ages; I want the rights
of man. Ages and times do not concern me. The
rights 1 d were expressed long before the
Middle Ages and I notice that they have been in-
corporated in the charters drawn up since.

nOn the basis of the natural right of parents and
the church's divine mission to teach, the church
will continue the struggle against the nationaliza-
tion of the schools with every legal means ."=--The
New York Times, June 29, 1948

July 19, Nyugati Hirnok quotes an article by I.S.,
the jntellectual Sec of the Communist Party
written in the Commu Daily of Budapest and
titled, "The Glory o . "'The schooling in'
is a great problem which has to be solved in high
schools and universities by the improving of their
social structure, i i their influence
among the young 1 i ant
youths, SO that on th i

United Youth Organization.
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the party and the youth organizations has to be tight-
ened so that our young ones can do their work under
the firm guidance of the Party."

Tactical Aspects of the Mindszenty Trial

By this time, the order arrived from Moscow to liquidate
the Cardinal---Vatican Radio January 10, 1949 quoted by
east Europe January 20, 1949. "Mindszenty ordered that the
Cardinal should be liquidated by December 31, 1948". A special
commission was set up including members which " considered
three solutions: the Cardinal's departure abroad, his sup-
oression by accident or his arrest™., He was offered the chance
to leave the country, promised that no attack would be made
against his person even after he left, he could excuse his
departure in the nretext of ill-health. It is of great sig-
nificance that after the Vatican was aonroached through the
Hungarian Ministry in Rome with the same nronosal that the
Vatiean itself offered Mindszentv that he can leave if he
wants to. These Communist tactics were bound to fail. Mind-
szenty would have denied all his nast attitudes if he had
deserted his fight. On the contrary he was all ready, and
inviting the consequences. He only saw clearlv that his
arrest was imminent, but in a Pastoral Letter warned the

peonle that if he were arrested,
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any nconfession" which may be made by him would be due to
duress and "human frailty". This move underlined the dramatic
nature of tha consequent events for which the svage was set.
The Communists first arrested his Secretary. This pattern
had by now become almost uniform, its purpose was to extract
confessions from the Secretary against Mindssenty.

A few days before the Moscow deadline on December 26,
Mindszenty was arrested and sentenced to life imprisonment
for treason, conspiracy and blackmarketing. The details of
the trial were publicised all over the world, as were its
unique international repercussions. To include them would
be outside the scope of this study which concentrates on
Communist Party tactics. The fact, however that mblack
market" operationa-—-explained and justified since the Minis-
ter of Finance who fled Hungary---were included, was an
important step. It was designed to discredit the Cardinal
in the eyes of the masses. It shows the complete lack of
understanding of mass psychology of the Muscovites that even
in that stage they could imagine that they could succeed in
belittlirg the Cardinal as a criminal caused an international
interest and concern.

The Barabkovics party after the Communist Party saw
that they could not use them as a conciliatory force with
the Church had no longer a justified existence in the eyes
of the Muscovites and was dissolved after its leader fled.

The Communist attitude towards the escape of parab-

kovics, the president of the democratic people's

party and the consequent dissolution of ‘the party

was: "As a by-product of the Mindszenty case, we
also got rid of Barabkovacs."
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C. THE LIQUIDATION AND THE KULAK-QUESTION

The fight against the Kulaks became more violen:. Leg-

islative as well as police measures were taken against them

and paral;ol with that the introduction of the Producing

Cooperatives as the prerequisite of the kolkhoz was promoted
by a wide scale propaganda campaign. All sections of the pop-
ulation including the Communist Party members were frightened

by 1549 except the broad masses of the peasantry.

The Communist Party Line of Tactice

in Theoretical Aspect
In the technique of liquidating the peasant problem, the

Muscovites have as an experience not only the 1919 events when
this aspect caused their failure to a large extent, but the
bitter struggle of the peasants against collectivization in
Soviet Russia, the great famines of 1932-33, and the circum-
stances which forced the Soviet Governne&t to the employment
of mass removal of the peasants into camps. In Hungary before
the campaign against the Kulaks was launched, specially selected
groups of rural Communist Party officials toured the Soviet
studying the collective farm system and spending weeks on
the famous Stalin Collectiva, thus receiving first hand coach-
ing in the tactics of handling the details of the problem.
This explains why the Communist Party is painfully
careful in proceeding gradually with the program and fully
realizing the delicate nature of the problem of "the Middle

Peasant" avoids with meticulous care any offence against
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them---at least in the present phase of the campaign.

The main line of the tactics to be followed was outlined
by Rakosi on Jume 1, 1949:

Our party leadership brought up the problem of winning

over the middle peasants to our ranks. It explained

those practical mistakes of the party policy which
threw off away from us the middle peasantry to the

Kulaks and which, instead of putting limits on the

Kulaks as a class, aimed to detroy them mistakenly.

Our central leadership, consequently, employed the

Leninist-Stalinist slogan to rely on the poor peasantry

to make an agreement w th the middle peasantry and not

to cease to fight the Kulaks even for a second. %!

The method used in 1919 and in Soviet Russia followed
with mathematical exactness. The now almost classical method
of dividing the peasants into classes and the ncutting off"
of the kulak was the order of the day. A concentrated full
time all front attack started in that direction. Again,
as proof of the final policy, the strategy was unaltered...
the sequence of targets, however, was different and the timing

more careful.

The Communist Party Line of Tactics in Practical Aspect

The whole communist press with all the communist con-
trolled non-communist press, the radio all announced that there

are three classes of peasants: 1. The Dwarfholder up to 15

yokes or the agricultural proletariat (1andless class),they

are promised that he will get land. 2. The middle peasant
(15-25 yokes) who is in close alliance with the proletariat
against the exploiter; 3. The Kulak---oOr Pasha Peasant---
over 25 yokes---a popular hint to the oligarchy of the non-

working fat Turkish Pashas of the Hungarian history.
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This third category is clearly defined by Revai:

Once again, who is a Kulak? A functionary asks us.
would be so much easier if we could have an exact
guidance where does the Kulak start from the middle

pol.sant .

He takes special care of its social status, expects to
be the first everywhers, in church and in the villages;
despises and looks down on the poor workers in the

villages. Very dangerous is the so-called good Kulake.

From the 1919 experiences, Revai realizes the danger of
the excesses:

. The other great danger in that respect is those of us
who go into excess on the left and they don't care
whether they fight against the exploiters while gaining
the dislike of the people at the same time, thus they
strengthen our enemies, they mistake the policy of the

strong hand with oligarchy, thus breaking the tactics
of our party.

Our purpose is to isolate the Kulaks, but in the same
time we have to discipline these leftists who go into
excess and with haphasard mistakes try to solve the
problem by methods of liquidation instead of trying

to build on the masses. /°%

This reveals the painful care which the Party exercises
in steering the fight against the Kulaks---more carefully
isolating the other sections of peasantry from the fight.

Now the line of tactic is: one at a time in the memory
of the Muscovites. The fight is decisive. This time the
Middle Peasant must be declared as an allyl The reasons of
the lost battle against the peasants in 1919 are still vivid.

The same principle of special attention to be given to the

Middle Peasant is further streesed:

The Alliance with The bMiddle Peasant

April 17, 1949 In Permanent Alliance with the Middle
Peasant

We wouldn't be living in realities if we wouldn't
realize that in the villages there is insecurity
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and anxiety, particularly among the workers of the
village, the middle peasants. What is the reason:
for that? He explains that the material welfare
of the middle peasants is better than ever before
and details it.

However, it is the lack of trust in the system and
anxiety of mixing up by local authorities of the

Xulak and the middle peasant. As one example, &
middle goaaant complained, a Kulak was fined about
6.000 florin because there was no sand and water in
his attic; ever since that I am anxious; how about
if they take a look at mine? This peasant sees that
the punishment of the Xulak was only an excuse and

it hurts his sense of justice. Thus, instead of
opposing the Kulak, it hurts his sense of justice.
Thus, instead of opposing the Kulak, he sympathizes
with him. We cannot afford the people of our own
rank should weaken the alliance of the workin

class with the working peasants. Irresponsible
elements going to excess in the villages were already
mentioned by Lenin and we have to stop oligarchy too.
We have to make our alliance permanent with the middle
peasants. We emphasize for important reasons its a
permanent alliance, not tactics. The working class
doosn't want to go ahead without the middle peasants. °~

The article forgets to mention the fact of numerous death
sentences, Life imprisonments of Kulaks were imposed recently
for crimes such as not submitting their crops or failing to

comply with detailed orders of production.

Fighting the Kulak

The government does everything in its power to persecute
They are forbidden to enter the markets. Excuses like sabotag-
ing the instructions of sewing, cutting down of a tree, fail-
ing to surrender the log, the exploitation of employees are
severely punished with heavy imprisonments.

The newspapers in Hungary ever since the Communists "took
direction" of the villages, which is the official term, mean-
ing "to take up the matter seriously”, reported day by day

death sentences against kxulaks for 8 or 10 years imprisonment
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for crimes like cutting out a tree without permission.

The court condemned to death a kulak who instiga*ed the
peasants in Pocspetri to lynch the head of the local cooperative
society.

This was the first result of Revai's exclamation, "The.
peasant policy of our party follows the line of Leninism and

o
Stalinism.""'

The Resistance of the Peasants

~

The resistance ageinst the Government's plan to introduce
the "producing cooperative™ met open hostility, although the
timing and method was much more careful than in 1919.

As a mass resistance on behalf of the peasants, ever
since the idea of collectivization was introduced by the
Communists, the landmark signs marking property, instead of
being pulled out of the ground, are pushed down into the earth
by the peasants as a proof for jater that certain piece of
land is their property. This primitive sign of mass psychol-
ogy indicates how deep the sentiment of private ownership

1ies within the peasant mentality.
Rakosi

rovsd , recognizing that fact tries to explain it by
claiming that:

The majority of peasants used to be servants or dwarf-
holders. That meant i jan times such hor-
rible animal-like, hopeless, 1 ure fate that even

if they would have 1ived in the jungle, they wouldn't
have to suffer more from the fear of the unemployment,
the whip of the supervisors, the fate of their Qaughter,
and their future. Compared tO that, the situation of
the new peasant today is & paradise. It is only nabt-
ural that these people wno live under petter cornditions
only since a few years desperately insist upon what

they have.

D |a Tl | . - l
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The majority of the small farmers today never before
owned any horses, cows, & home or land. Besides, the
people's democracy defends them. o>
The order of the government for the defense of the pro-
ducing cooperatives punishes with 2 to 10 years of prison any-
body who criticizes or besmirches a cooperative or its member
or any of its family. If anybody, according to the same order,
steals, robs or in any way damages the belongings of a pro-
ducing cooperative, the punishments can be life sentence.
The producing cooperative, as interpreted by the Commun-
ists, resembles the democratic cooperatives in Scandinavia
only in name. The Scandinavian cooperatives had a fine repu-
tation all over Europe and were able to give individual peasants
all the benefits of owning combines, tractors, etc., without
possessing a large capital. The present interpretation of
the cooperatives by the Communists, like in 1919, is poorly
disguised form of state control and the collective farms.
This belief is uniform in the peasant masses and by now goes
so deep that even if the Communist party would not strive for
the collective farm, as it actually does---the peasants would'nt

believe any reform which tries to take away their newly gained

property.
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The new tactics

The Communists fully realize that the "battle of the
village” will be a considerably more prolonged, desperate
and difficult one that the "battle for stabilization" or the
"battle against reaction", etc. The attitude of the peasants,
unlike the one shown by the terrorized middle classes in the
past, phases of the battle~--show open hostility and resistance.
The winning of the "middle peasant" as an ally of the Commun-
ist Party seems to be not more than an empty slogan of wish-
ful thinking.

Recognising the full weight of the situation and all the
factors which are at stake, Rakosi demands full "Realpolitik"
in the handling of the situation and he himself reveals the
most discouraging aspects of this battle---as a technique of
policy.

On June 1, 1949 he said:

We have to defend the poor peasants against the exploit-
ation by the capitalists of the village, the Kulak, but
we shouldn't for a moment think that through an alli-
ance with the middle peasants we have won them over
once and for all, and that they are going to come with
us through any fire and will no longer hesitate. We
wouldn't be disciples of Lenin and Stalin if we would
forget that the middlepeasant through its position in
the production is hesitating and will hesitate between
the workers and the capitalists. Whenever we will see
a mistake on our behalf or a greater difficulty, it
will fall back, if not all of them, at least a part,
especially considerable will be that hesitation when the
movement of the village cooperatives beccmes much
reater than at present. We already have to reckon

with that.

Although we realize that the majority of the niddle
peasants is hostile and fearful against the village
cooperatives, we didn't make a secret of that during
the election. We have to continuve our propaganda
and prove to the middle peasantry that we want to
make our alliance more effective, well nlanned, and
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stubborn, we have to continue to get them away from

the side of the Kulaks and that is most important

because the Kulaks will do everything in their power

to make sure that nore and more links tie them to

the middle peasants and that the transition which

divides the middle peasant from the Kulak should be

difficult to find. We have to make the middle peasant

to join an alliance with the industrial workers./®®

Like in Soviet Russia, the Kulaks present serious re-
sistance. Hunéarian public opinion and the attitude of the
masses became stubbornly anti-Communistic in the two pyrrhical
victories of the Party, the Church and the Peasant question.
The Communist line of tactics was in order to fulfill provis-
jon L of Lenin; 1. TO disintegrate and fight the organized
jeadership in the case of the Church; the Cardinal and
the Catholic schooling system; in the case of the peasants
the strongest political organization of the Hungarian peasan-
try, the Smallholders Party. Instead, they set up a new
peasant organization Dekosz, which advocates cooperatives on
the Soviet line. The second one was the National Peasant
Party which by 19,8 became practically a tool of the

Communist Party.
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Anti-Semitism

Anti-semitic feeling is widely prevalent in Hungary
today. The population associates the present regime as
& continuation of the 1919 regime. In both the majority
of those who play a ﬁfominent part are Jewish, which does
not mean that the Jews play a prominent part.

The Muscovites are Jewish without exception, but do not
regard themselves as such neither in sentiments nor in actions.
Moscow accepts only one allegiance. In fact, the average Jew
is pilloried by the Communist Party as typically bourgoise.
Many conspicuous positions like the political police were
occupied by Jews, especially in the beginning when the effects
of Nazism were still alive., The population associates

Russians and Jewish Communists as one,
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Whenever it was important for the Communist Party that
the public sentiment should let up a little, they did not
hesitate to use anti-semitism as a tactic. The two heat
examples are the pogrom in Miskiolc and the pogrom in Kunmad-
aras. Both were proven to be instigated by Communists. The
purpose of the tactic was: to take away the public grievances
at least partly as against the Russians and Communists. At
least part of the bitterness should find an outlet in anti-
Semitism. In both cases the Communist Party planning saw to
it that class element of the exploiting capitalists should
also be involved.

In the case of Miskolc, the masses got out of control
and it developed into an open challenge to the Government
authority.

The Kunmadaras affairwas anagmerian anti-Jewish outbreak.
Miskolc was industrial. It happened during the inflation.
Jewish Budapest merchants offered higher prices for goods
on the market. The local public felt bitter and the competi-
tion and the tension was mounting. Suddenly a half-wit girl
screamed that her sister's child had been killed by the Jews
who made sausage of her. That started the pogrom, the masses
attacked the Jews in the market and after they were beaten up,
they proceeded toward the houses of Jews, wounding and killing
several. One Jew escaped from the market and while fleeing,
passed by a group of Communist workers who were handling
bricks. When he told them why he was fleeing, the workers

started to attack him with bricks and killed him. The follow-
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ing official Govern;ent investigation found that the whole
affair was organised and instigated by Communists. The fact
that the Communist Party tactics of'avelling the party from
a few thousand into a mass party and enlisting the former

"amall Naszis" started to show its effect.

The Outline of Mass nganiau

The Miskolc affair was on a much larger scale and in-
cluded elements of anti-state anarchism as well.

The big stéel plant, Diosgyor, operating a few miles from
the city of Miskolc was whereit began. The Communist Party
announced a rally demonstration of the workers in Miskolc to
demonstrate against the high prices and inflation. That was
part of the Communist Party tactics at th; time. All over
the country centrally-directed similar demonstrations were
proceedinge. The Communist-led workers marched through the
city to a mill owned by Jews, got hold of the owners, dragged
them into the city by their feet on the streets, killed one
and seriously wounded the other. Several Jews were beaten up,
Jewish shops damaged, etc. The Government ordered the arrest
of the murderers by military police. This was carried out.
Next day, the fire sirens in Diosgyorwere sounded, work was
stopped and thousands of workers started to march to Mmiskolc
nto free the prisoners”. They marched up to police headquar-
ters and demanded the prisoners. With violence, they freed
the prisoners. The prisoners complained that the Jewish
head of the police division beat him during the interrogation.

Enraged by that, the mob stormed the police, captured and
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and killed the officer, and freed all the prisoners. No
resistance was offered by the policemen who saw the .ynching
of their chief., After that the mob marched through the streets
beating up all the Jews they could find, breaking into Jewish
shops, and shouting anti-Russian Soviet slogans. They attacked
the internment camp of Miskolc <Ireed all the prisoners, crim-
inals and Nagis as well. They were stopped in their rage by
the full force of the local Russian Commander. No other party
representative was involved, but Communists who directed the
mob from the beginning. Under pressure from Budapest, the
Communist Interior Minister Rajk, transferred
or dismissed the whole police force of Miskolc, brought in
emergency squads from other parts of the country, and the
original murderers who were freed by the mob were taken into
custody again., Under Communist pressure, they were soon set
free by the Department of Justice and no proceedings were
taken against them.

Similar occurences were widespread; anti-Jewish acts
as in Csepel,. anti Russian acts and assasinations of Red Army
officers repeatedly, as the case in Gyongyos or the Terez
kortut case in Budapest, etc. The motives were a combination
of mass emotions let loose hatred against Jews, Russians,

combined with bitterness against the regime and anarchism.

They were hard to analyze because of their complex nature,

but all without exception confirmed the dynamism of the under-

current in the masses.
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The Official Gazette in Budapest in almost every issue
publishes the name of those schoolchildren who are banned
from all the schools of the country for anti-Communist Party
or anti-Russian acts. Their number increased considerably
since the Miskolc affair. So did the number of those
scientists, academic people and writers, politicians who
fled the country. The only record revealing the name of
at least the better known ones is the Official Gazette which
publishes the Government Decrees dismissing them from their
positions, and depriving them from their citizenship. Their
number too increased after 1949 when the Miskolc case was
closed.

The completing of condition 4 by the Communist Party
left Hungary in a turmoil of explosive mass sentiments
regularly erupting in anti-Russian, anti-Communist and anti-

Jewish occurrences, ranging from whispering propaganda to

large-scale industrial sabotage. "The utter bankruptcy of

the intermediate element, however, became an accomplished

fact by 1949."
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m (Cont.)

June 12, State Dept. charges Soviet with interference in Hungar-
ian affairs, violation of Yalta Agreement, criticizes
Communists.

12, British Government denounces Hungarian situation. 1In
the National Assembly D. Sulyok said, "We have become
a police state." '

1. Liberty Party leader Sulyok announces that he will boy-
cott election unless guaranteed freedoms.

11, Premier Dinnyes announces thorough purging of Army and
also increase with new officers.

15, Russian ACC head rejects U.S. note. Communist press
attacks Sulyok for his suggestion of allied supervision
for future elections.

His narty meeting is heckled by Communists and dissolved
by police.

New arrests in conspiracy. Sulyok protests to ACC against
breaking up his party meeting. On 25th he appeals to
Interior Minister for protection on charges that in Hun-
gary only Communists enjoy human rights.

Liberty Party meeting cancelled.
Government publishes the White Book on the conspiracy.

Premier Dinnyes says that new elections will be held on
the basis of a new electoral law, but on separate lists.

Peace Treaty is ratified. The Three Year Plan is submit-
ted to the National Assembly. A trade agreement with
Bulgaria is signed.

"’l: cot
Prime Minister Dinnyes upholds private party principle,
charges Communists in speech with exceeding power.

Three-vear Plan bill debated in Parliament, attacked by
Deputy Sulyok, who leaves floor after being assailed by
Communist editor R. Farliament approves the three-
year :lan July 3.

M. Karolyi appointed Hungarian linister to rrance.
British and smerican govermments invited Hungary to part-
icipate in the Paris Conference to prepare the [.arshall
plan.

Government decides not to participate in the Parshall plan.
Liberal Party criticizes suppression of position through

new Zlection Law.
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July 19,
July 21.
July 23.

Ju y 26,
July 29,
August 5,

.gust 10

August 13.
August 17

August

August

'ugust

August

August

Further arrests for conspirators.
Hungary admitted to Unesco.

Liberty Party announces withdrawing from election in
protests, dissolves on July 23, Same day Reverend
Balogh starts new party.

Parliament dissolves.

Y fLAL
State Department denies Communist R. charges against
American imperialism,

Vatican orders Catholics to refrain from voting in
e¢lection.

Rakoai says that the Workers! Parties should unite.
Hungary's application for UNO membership turned down.

Smallholders charge against election.

Great Britain and U.S. protest against election irreg-
ularities. British Foreign Qffice estimates about 20%
of the electors would be disfranchised by the new
electoral bill. August 18th, Premier Dinnyes says that
only 10% would be disfranchised.

Cardinal Mindszenty in letter to Prime Minister charges
election barred large number of Catholics from voting.

Freedom Party dissolves itself., Later D. Sulyok es-
capes abroad.

-

Government declines to admit election fraud.
Government bans Independence Party, election rally.

Election. Heavy losses of Smallholders Party; as a
result of election, serious rift between Social Democrats
and Communists. Minister of Justice Ries resigns in
protest. Serious crisis within Social Democrat Party.

Socialist deputy secretary---General Marosan resigns,
party masses demonstrate against him and Szakasits, re-
shuffle the same day in Smallholders ranks.,

Russian commander requests Smallholders to cooperate,
Szakasits declares he is unwilling to resign. Only

the congress of the party has right to remove him.
Moscow Radio announces discovery of new conspiracy
with Independence Party leader linked up. Same day
Communist Rakosi attacks Independence Party and leader.

As a step of tactics to conciliate Smallholders. Rev-
erend Balogh's party is ordered by Communists to merge

with Smallholders.
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Sept. 10, Socialist Congress criticizes election and Communists,
demands equality in Government and trade unions, votes
confidence for Szakasits after his brief resignation.

Sept. New Government under Premier Dinnyes is formed. The
Socialist and Communist Parties reached agreement.

Sept., Formal deposition of treaty to Moscow. Hungary regains
legal sovereighnty.

Sept. Press freedom further limited by three decrees.
Sept. Dual price system established.
ept. ACC left Budapest.

Sept., Joint Communist-Social Democratic Government program
published.

Oct. F. Nagy and D. Sulyok deprived of their citizenship.

Oct. The new Government presents themselves to Parliament.
Workers of the biggest industrial plant in Hungary WM,
on Communist instigation, strike against high prices.

In Belgrade Premier Dinnyes signs cultural agreement
with Jugoslovia. Social Democratic Party welcomes
Cominform.

Last batch of the conspirators sentenced. Trade agree-
ment with Switzerland signed.

Social Democratic Party Conference held.
Dr. Donath hanged for conspiracy.

Socialist minister of industry Ban resigns, later becomes
head of left-wing Socialists inexile.

Woman Deputy Slachta banned from Parliament for 60 days,
for remark against Russia.

Trade and payments agreement signed with Czechslovakia.
Peoples!' attorney attacks Independence Party leader.
Pfeiffer, asks Parliament to waive his immunity.

A.P. correspondent Guinn accused of link with espionage
activities of Independence and Liberal Party. Is expelled.

Pfeiffer flees Hungary.

Government cancels Resistance Certificates for anti-lazi
activities. Parliament empowered Governmert to rule

by decree.
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16 Time bomb found in the town hall. The self-confessed
perpetrators hanged next day two hours after their sen-
tence had been pronounced.

19 Independence Party dissolved.

20. C. Peyer's parliamentary immunity suspended. He flees
abroad.

21 Parliament passes the Bill for the Nationalization of
the Banks. Leader of right-wing Socialists Peyer,
charged with conspiracy, sought by political police,
flees Hungary.

Government protests to U.S. because of the political
asylum which had been immediately granted to Z.
Pfeiffer.

A Government delegation, headed by Premier Dinnyes,
visited Rumania.

Workers! Tribunals set up.

Parliament passes bill abolishing difference between
accepted and recognized churches.

A Jugoslav Government delegation, headed by Marshal
Tito, visits Hungary.

Treaty of friendship and mutual assistance with Jugoslavia
is signed.

In Moscow agreement is reached on German assets in Hungary

Deputy Secretary-General of Communist Party insists
that fusion with Social Democrats should take place 1in
near future.

Government denies A.P. report that Soviet troops are
staying in Hungary at their request.
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Jane Le Catholic "Uj Ember 1948 Calendar® is confiscated.
Campaign against the Roman Catholic Church, Cardinal
Mindszenty in particular continues with mounting
emphasis until the end of the year. Campaign against
the right-wing Social Democrats continues until their
elimination in February.

At the Communist Party conference Rakosi says "During
1948 agricultural cooperatives must be developed."

Purie of the Foreign Ministry begins; Jan. 27th, 100
officials dismissed.

Interior Ministry annéunces ban of U.S. movies starring
anti-Communist actors.

officials of Nitrochemical Plants Co. arrested. _March L
the director-general, K. Szabo, sentenced to déath;
September 17th executed.

The trial™n absentia” og C. Peyer begins. February

16th he is sentenced to & years.

I Kovacs says that the Communist Party will be purged
of "former gendarmes, reactionary Army and Police
officers, former leading members of fascist organiza-
tions, and so oa".

Government delegation headed by President Tildy arrives
in Moscow. February 18th Soviet-Hungarian T.F.C.M.A.
signed.

G. Marosan announces that the Social Democratic-Party
has been purged, and that A. Kethly, O. Kishazy, A. Ban.
F. Szeder, I. Szelig and many others had "resigned.™ On
April 1st they were nprecalled from Parliament".
22. Independence Party purged. ‘
Feb. 25. The National Peasant Party is purged.

March 8. Social Democratic Party congress elects a new executive,
resolves on fusion with Communist Party and expels "39
right-wingers."

March 19. COMISCO expels the Hungarian Social Democratic Party.

March 20. New united lLabor Party merges communists and Social
Democrats.

March 26. 411 industrial plants employing more than 100 workers
nationalized.

April 3. Minister of the Interior announces that a single party
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April 3.

April L.

April 1l.

April 27.
April.28.
May 1.

May 8.
May 1k.

May 19.

May 20,
May 23.

May 25.

May 31.
June 8.

June 7.
June 1l.
June 12-15.

June 15.

June 16.
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(continued)
organization will be formed.

Admissions to the Communist Party suspended.

The liason committee of the Commmunist Party and the Social
Democratic Party decides to carry out the merger between
April 20th and May 22nd.

Parliament authorizes the Government to rule by decree.
President of the Calvinist Synod, Bishop Ravasz, resigns.

May lst is celebrated jointly by Communist Party and
Social Democratic Party.

The full program of the U.”.P. is published.

The Catholic Church states the conditions of its recon-
ciliation those who side with the State.

The Government invites the Catholic, Lutheran and Calvinist
Churches to negotiate. Oct. 7th an agreement with Cal-
vinist and Unitarian Churches signed.

Hungarian Minister in U.S. resigns.

Mindszenty's pastoral letter accuses the Government of
having broken its pledge of school nationalization.

May 24th negotiations between the Government and the
Catholic Church are postponed.

Councilor in ‘Jarsaw legation refuses to return, flees
to Sweden.

Pope broadcasts to Hungary.
Russia agrees to reduce reparations from July lst.

Cardinal Mindszenty pastoral letter bars all Catholics
from Government, violently attacks Government.

Cardinal Mindszenty sets Catholic terms for a pact
with Government.

U.W.P. holds its constituent congress.

Draft bill for school nationalization published. June
16, Parliament passes it; June 19th State took over
u7é9 Church schools.

In .arsaw Dinnyes signs Polish-Hungarian T.F.C.M.4.
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June 13,
June 20.

L7
June 30,

July 3.

. July 6.

July 8.
July 10,
July 13.

July 11.
July 18.

July 19.
July 24.
July 28.

July 31.
August 3.
Aug. 5.

Agu. 13.
Aug. 16.

Aug. 19.

Mass meeting of workers celebrating merger.

Mindszenty cancels negotiations with the State. Attacks
on rich peasants gain impetus.

Central Executive of the U.W.P. endorses anti-Jugoslav
resolution of the Cominform.

According to N. Y. Times, serious rift within Communist
Party between deputy Premier and Interior Minister con-
nect with anti-Semitism.

Catholic leaders arrested by Government for conspiring
with Vatican and U.S. Amer. National Catholic Welfare
conference attacked by Government,

Arrests for listening to Voice of America.

Workers Party expels two members for Titoism.

In Prague President Gottwald says that soon all outstand-
ing questions with Hungary will be settled. Gero said,
"Kulaks must be eliminated."

Hungarian Government protests against U.S. denunciations
of arrests.

Large-scale purge of Agricultural Ministry.

Vdatican reports ousting of 600 Catholic teachers who
failed to swear allegiance to Government.

In Sofia T.F.C.M.A. with Bulgaria signed.
Court passes verdict on Catholic leaders.

Foreign Ministry states an official of the Jugoslav
Legation had murdered a Jugoslav student.

/e
Son-in-law of -President Dxornoky arrested, President
Tildy resigns, new president Social Demorrat leader

A. Szakasits elected President. Aug. 5th L. Rajk succeeds
E. Molnar as Foreign Minister. J. Kadar succeeds L.

~Rajk as Minister of the Interior.

New Minister in U.S. presents credentials.
Decree on agricultural cooperatives published.

Three Olympic winners in Great sritain refuse to return
to Hungary.

Fliers flee Hungary. St. Stephen's Lay procession can-
celled. August <0, iluxosi says that with present
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1948 (Continued)

Aug. 19,

Aug. 23.

Sept. 1.

Sept. 6.

Sept. 8.
Sept. 10.

Sept. 18,

Sept. 30.

Oct. 2.
Oct., 8.

Octo 9.
Oct. 1l4.
Oct. 22.

(Continued)
agiicgltural production living standard could not be
railsed.

Establishment of tractor stations announced. August 26,
land sales are suspended.

Mindsgzenty and the Episcopate issue a pastoral letter
;xplaining why they could not reach agreement with the
tate.

Government demands that the Lutheran Synod be purged.
Sept. 9th: o Radvanszky, Bishop L. Ordas and L. Varga
arrested.

Two Army officers executed as spies.,

Peasant Party leader resigns as Minister of VWlar, succeeded
by Farkas; left-wing element of Peasant Party wins at
Erdei, becomes State lMinister without portfolio.

L high officials of MAORT, 2 of them U.S. citizens,
arrested; Sept. 26, the latter released; Nov. 26th
opens the trial of the-Hungarian officials; December
Lkth, the chief accused, Dr. S. Papp, is sentenced to
death, the others to long terms of imprisonment.

Ordas sentenced to 2 years, Varga to 3 years penal ser-
vitude. Radvanszky released.

Hungarian-Soviet Trade Agreement was signed.

Dinnyes says the Government is ready to prove its strength
against Mindszenty.

Social Democratic Party in exile holds congress in Paris.
Head of legation in Vienna with associates resigns.

Cabinet discusses Mindszenty's disapproval of Hungarian-
Csechoslovak agreement. Attacks on the Cardinal

become increasingly threatening. Protests against him
said to be pouring in from all quarters, Endless trials
of saboteurs, spies and enemies of the people taking
place; heavy sentences pessed on the kulaks; 3 con-

centration camps opened for them.

Hungarian Government accuses Cardinal Mindszenty of inter-
ference in Government affairs.

73 people charged with conspiracy, severe sentences.

National Conference of the Smallholders Party resolved
to help in the formation of cooperatives.

e mmmmadkarnn wmethTd aaA
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Nov. 16, gon-in-law of former President B. Tildy condemned to
eath.

Nof#. 19, A. Zakar, Mindszenty's private secretary, arrested.

Nov. 20, Government confiscates Catholic publication for Publish-
ing Mindsszenty's charges.

Nov. 20, Communist Party Congress held. Army and war industries
being expanded.

Nov. Communist Minister of Industry claims Catholic reaction
must be liquidated.

Nov. Rakosi warns Mindsszenty the State will take action
against him; that the workers are dissatisfied, and
that unless agriculture is collectivized, the living
standard cannot be raised.

Communist Rakosi attacks Catholic Church and Barankovics
opposition party as pro-Catholic.

Minister of Finance resigns in Switzerland while on
official missionl

Lutheran Synod signs agreement with the State.
Prime Minister Dinnyes resigns.
The Government rejects U.S. protest about MAORT case.

dommunist-instigated mass demonstration against Cardin-
al Mindszenty. All peasant organizations merged.

The Episcopate declares its willingness to settle
relations between Church and State.

Szakasits said, "Mindszenty constitutes an obstacle on
the raod of democracy which must be eliminated."

Cardinal Mindszenty arrested on charges of "espionage
treason and blackmarketeering." His arrest is made
public two days later.
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The FAfih Conditdon of Lenin

e o o"The proletariat is ready”. «

By the Spring of 1949 the Commmnist Party felt that
the *unsteady. o ounstable intermediate elements. . .have ex-
posed their utter bankruptcy to the people®. ¢

The achievements of the Coxmunist Party were an-
nounced in the Communist Party's presentation of the success
of the Three Year Plan, 8logan: With the realization of the
Three Year Plan the phase of rebuilding has ended.

By the end of 1949 the Three Year Plan is about
completed, seven months earlier than planned-~in two years and
five months, This makes it necessary to work a new plén.

The Three Year Flan was the plan of the reconstruction
of the Hungarian economic system which had been destroyed during
the war.

The Three Year flan has been a reconstruction plan,
but already considerable {ndustrialization has taken place.

Industry, mining, within the Tnree Year Plan brought
a hundred per cent successS. We got further than planned in
heavy and machine industry and & little short of our plans in
1ight industry. In agriculture we reached the set standardse
In living standards we succeeded more than originally planned.

This result was achieved without and against im-

rerialistse

Three years ago industry and mining were almost
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completely in capitalist handse At present 87€ is in state
controle.

Three years 8go banking was almost completely in
capitalist hands. Today it is in state hands.

Three Yyears ago foreign trade was almost completely
in capitalist hands, Today it is completely 2 state foreign
trade.

Three years ago wholesale commerce Was atmost co™-
pletely in capitalist hands. Today 75€ of it is state controlled.

Three years 3g0 retail trade offered but 34 of its
volume for state interestse Today the state and the cooperatives
vake a 204 share.

Three years 8go pandreds of thousands of working
peasants faced the greatest difficulties and the danger that the
big land owners and the Kulaks entangle theme Although in agri-
culture small'farming is still dominant, the cooperative system
has been already startede.

Within three years our state became decidedly &
people's state of the workers and working peasaﬁts. Power in
our country is exercised by the working class in alliance with
the working peasants.

with the completion of the Three Year Plan, the
period of reconstruction is completed; a new period starts=-the
period of reforms and further developments. The Three Year Plan
ﬁronght the conditions for us to continue and couplete what we

started laying the basis for--socialism, npot only in tne cities,
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but in the villages as well, not only in industry, but in
agriculture and commerce as well, To that purpose we need the
Five Year Plan.'o7

The First Soviet-type Election

They announced a new election without any separate
parties. The 1949 electional was the "next link in the chain.”

May 8, 1949 Talking about the election:

"The democracy criticizes our election as not being
democratic. They only regard as democratic the democratic way
of elections, which is, however, a cheating of the people and
a dirty comedy.

In 1945 we voted for the people's rule, the land
reform, the friendship of the Soviet Union instead of the im-
perialists and zhe big lands, In 1946 and 1947 we chose
stabilizationf’?lanned economy as against anarchy and inflation.
In 1948 we chose socialization and the socialist industrial
vroduction instead of capitalism, In 1949 we are choosing the
peace, the Five Year Plan, and the people's front instead of
internal fights.l"og

Every force is being merged in the Hungarian Inde-
pendent People's Front. It includes the Hungarian Workers Party,
the Small Holders Party, the Peasant Party, the Trade Unions, and
Peasant and Agricultursl Worker Alliance, the Democratic Union
of Hungarian women, and the Union of Hungarian Youth.

May 10, 1949 According to the election speech of
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Rakosi :

'The main purpose of the new election is to ask the
Hungarian working people to approve of the policy of the last
two years and the Five Year Plan,' %]

May 10, 1949 How to Vote:

(yhe whole list of the people's front was printed on
the paper. If the voter approves of it, he doesn*t put any
signs or marks on it, Just pats it in an envelope, seals the
envelope, and drops it in the ballot box, which is in front of
the connittee.“’g} he disapproves, he has to mark a certain

circle on the paper, thus, any movement except the sealing of

the envelope makes it obvious what the vote 1is.

After the complete cycle was accomplished and all
five conditions set by lenin were duly created, the final step,
the Soviet-type 1949 election, was announced, Chief theore-
tician, Revai, analyzed {ts character in an article on April 17,
1949, entitled "Why We Want a Common List":

The big BEnglish newspaper, the "Times”,
comments on the Hungarian election,
saying, "By dissolving the parliament,
the last remrins of the democracy in
Hungary are quietly being buried®, We
are not going to protest against this
explanation. The reaction which won in
1045 was the split in 1947, and has been
aftar changed by the dissolving of the
varions opposition parties and the union
of the workers parties, but even SO, it
still had remains of the bourgeoisie
democracys

Please remember the very essential definition of

the bourgeoisie democracy by the Communists, going back to the
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roots of 1919 and Lenin.

The "Times" was right; the election of

May 15 will be considerably different

fangarian democracy In 1945 and 1947,

There was ane United Pront--the people's front,
the so-called Mungarian Independence People's Front,

After that, in the Commnist Party,mentality, the
road was open to the fulfillment of the Five Year Plan. This
is the direct road to socialism.

By this time the inscovitos felt that "there has
arisen and spread widely among the proletariat a strong feeling
in favor of a decisive and unhesitatingly bold revolutionary
action, « " This was the fulfillment of the least "condition"
which Lenin laid down. Now the time was "ripe for revolution”.
The great step on the final road to socialism has been taken
and in Spring, 1949, the Five Year Plan was announced.

On June 5, 1949, Nyugati Hirnok quotes the speech of
Rakosi, which outlined the next agenda as the following:

1., The complete distinction of church and State.

2. The new constitution, which will be accomplished
by the new parliament.

3. The solving of the kulak question.
4. The strengthening of the fight against reaction.

5. The organization of the village into the Communist
Party.

6. To make a presidential council as part of the new
constitution on the Soviet pattern.

Thus the five phases--by no means separate but in the
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order previously establishedv-were fulfilled by the larty in
Hungary in less than five years, The Communist Party was
elastic, highly intellectual and scientific in its leadership.
From their own viewpoint, they felt that they *have kept good
account of the afore-mentioned conditions and have chosen

the moment well, the victory is assured®. . «

Quod erat demonstrandum,.
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187

Vatican publishes last pastoral letter of Cardinal.

President Ssakasits announces that despite Cardinal's
arrest, Government wants agreement with Cuurch.

On seized plane twenty-two flee to Germany.
Hungarian Government publishes Cardinal's confessione
Bishops back Vatican.

Rungary becomes Peoples' Republic.

Catholie Party leader Barankovics flees Hungary.
Cardinal's trial.

Rome oxcénlnnicates all those who are connected with
Cardinal®s case.

Xew Finance Minister Communist Gero.

Seven menbers of Parliament flee Hungary rather than
form a Catholic faction in independent front.

Zionist Movement suppressed,
Dissident Hungarian Communist group in Vienna.

U. S. and Great Britain charge Hungary with violating
peace treaties.

U. S. and Great Britain charge Hungery with continuing
to violate the Peace Treaty with notorious denial of
human rights and freedoms.

Parliament dissolves.

Three ex-members of Parliament sentenced for conspiracy.

Parliamentary election on one ticket. Secretary of
State Acheson compares election to Nazi elections.

Bungarian elections huge victory reported by Government
of the People's Front.

New cabinet without Rajk.

Government announces expulsion of Rajk and Jails him
with associates for nationalism.

Comminist Rakosi announces in Prague that almost a
quarter million Communists have been expelled from party,
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Vatican publishes last pastoral letter of Cardinal.

President Ssakasits announces that despite Cardinal's
arrest, Government wants agreement with Churech,

On seized plane twenty-two flee to Germany,
Bungarian Government publishes Cardinal®'s confession.
Bishops back Vatican,

Bungary becomes Peoples' Republic,

Catholie Party leader Barankovics flees Hungary.
Cardinal's trial,

Rome excommnicates
Cardinal®s case.

New Finance Minister Communist Gero.

Seven members of Parliament flee Hungary rather than
rorl-g Catholic faction in independent front,

Zionist Movement suppressed.
Dissident Mmngarian Commuanist group in Vienna,

U. S, and Great Britain charge Bungary with
peace treaties.

U. S. and Great Britain charge Hungary with continuing
to violate the Peace Treaty with notorious denial of
human rights and freedoms.

Parliament dissolves,

Three ex-members of Parliament sentenced for conspiracy.,

all those who are connected with

violating

Secretary of

Parliamentary election on one ticket,
elections,

State Acheson compares election to Nazi

Bungarian elections huge victory reported by Government
of the Peoplets Front.

New cabinet without Rajk.

Government announces expulsion of Rajk and Jjails him
with assoclates for nationalism.

Communist Rakosi announces in Prague that almost a
quarter million Communists have been expelled from party,
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CHAPTER V

HORIZONTAL ANALYSIS OF COMMUNIST PARTY TACTICS
IN LIGHT OF THE DOCTRINE

The Communist pattern of tactics utilized in the field
in Central and Eastern Europe after World War II was a direct
development of the 1919 results and their scientifilc evaluation
in the decedes following the defeat of the Bela Kun regime.

In the reviewlng of the horizontal lines of Communist
Party strategy, 1t is necessary to draw the comparison between
the basic characterlistics of the two revolutions in the 1light of
yhe essential Perty instructions as to methods. The present
lesder of Comnunism in Hungary, M. Rakosi, referred, in a speech
thirty years ago as a dignitary in the Bela Kun revolution, to
the underlying problems of their program.

In 1919 the detalls of the counter revolutionary moves
were used by the propagenda to keep the workere 1in a constant

gtate of fear of the bourgeoisle--the same tactics were used after

"2
world War II concerning the “conspiracies."'

June 28, 1919 An article explains that expropriation is

not robbery and demands W,.. Communized houses."

am’
To the article by Reval demanding pure proletare pollitics,

letters of the readers were published by the Communist daily for

weekse followlng.
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Chimney sweeping was. nationalized among the first orders
of the regime. Any letter going abroad had to be mailed un-
sealed in the post office. Today the more subtle form of cen-
sorship is used.

March 30, 1919, a week after power was taken over all
the scheols wers nationalised; all the jewelry shops communised;
furniturof“%lothiag could only be purchased with the permission
of the "House Confident™., Gendarmes, police, and all other
uniformed orgnnisationl-oxeopt the army are merged into one
central organisation called the Red Guard.

The shops of Budapest were "centraliszed"™ by Bela Kun,
reducing the number to three or: four hundred. Today the same
purpose is achieved by state stores.

Editorial on March 30th by Kuh  ",..break away radically
and finally once and for all. Break away, doatroy;ng and build-
ing not superficially but to the roota.'!"&n 1945 the more subtle
tactics of gradual change were employed.

May 3, 1919. "...The situation abroad is not encourag-
ing. In the countries of the entante the situation isn't quite
ripe yet for the revolution...The Russian proletariat is
fighting a desperate battle with counter revolution, For the
time being, the Hungarian proletariat cannot reckon yet with
the active help of the Russian brothers...Tge Hungarian work-
ing class has to choose between its own dictatorship, the
Socialism, or the military dictatorship of the entante and the
restitution of private property...There was only one chance
left for us to take over production and to create a new state

and, as a transition towards socialism, establish the revol-
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e
utionary dictatorship of the proletariat’''?

On April 20, 1919, George Lukacs stated *...The revolu-
tion of the proletariat is ceaseless and constant... Those who
are willing to sacrifice everything are invincible." !l

Among the first revolutionary orders was the socializa-
tion of houses. A declaration was made by Bela Kun that all
doctors were to be employees of the state. communizing and requi-
sitioning of all gold, jewelry, opening of the safes, and immedi-
ate banning of the teaching of religion was ordered. Further, on
March 30, 1919, vhe new electorsl law was passed which gave the
right to vote to "everybody over the age of 18 who does useful
work, including proletares of forelgn citizenship and the Red

Army--and no voting right is given to priests, business men,
monks and lunatics."/sic//’7

In 1919 a terrorist group under the leadership of Csernyl
organized the so-called Lenin Boys, an official safety guard of
the regime. They went as far as putting é sign on thelr head-
quarters, "Political Terror Detachment.® Bela Kun ordered the
removal of the sign explalning, "Terror has to be practiced
and not written."'.Bela Xun was in constant telephone contact
with Lenin.

Today, the tactical line is the cooperation of everybody.

The Initial Philosophy of Hungarian Communism

On May 6, 1919, on the anniversary of the birthdate of

Marx, the paper writes, "...There always has been class struggle,
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but it has been Marx and Engels who made the proletares aware
of it...They couldn't see in the time of Marx the enoraous

developing of eapitilia-, but he already knew that it is ripe

for failure...History is nmot made by men, according to Marx,

but by the necessity of ecomomic forces...But the times bring
men who become comsclous vangwards towards the speeding events...
The gratitude of the workers 1s forever...now that the vision

of Narx became a reality...The Communist revolution is here. )7

Nay &, 1919 in an article titled "The Evolution of the
Revolution® w,,..The revolution is an eruptive evolution of
the unr...l transition from capitalism into socialism...as to
private property, it does not alter jt or change it according
to new developments, but simply seises jt...This is the decisive
circumstance which gives our revolution the proletars char-
acter.® '’

This one is an important tactical change in the period
following world War Il. Rakosi and his associates now are
emphasizing the need of private property to pacify the popula-
tion and are, as a direct change from the 1919 method, altering
it and changing it according to new developments, postponing
the seisure antil the time is ripe.

Bela Kun on the June 1919 party congress n,,.Comrades,
the dictatorship is suppression. Undoubtedly & suppression...
We have to utilize all the theoretical and practical results
of the Russian revolution...Undoubtedly the dictatorship is
not too advantageous towards the developing of {ndividual

freedom...and jt is not too advantageous for the developing of
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individualities; however, only the bourgedsle intellectual 1ife
has deoreased; and that is only good... A nevw jntellectual life
and culture has to riee."wl

oy 3» 1919, artiocls by Eugen varga. Referring to the
Bungarlan proletariat, “.. It couldn!t expect any miracles; 1%
had to know that the tyransition between capitallsm and soclallsm
means misery and need... The dictatorship of the proletariat is
the victory of the proletare revolution...is the continuation of
class warfare from above.'ﬂ}ghe same prlnciple a8 expressed by
Varge ls.valid today only that continuation of class warfare is
not empbasizod frequently for tactical reasons.

Agitator schools were set up in 1919 1ike the present-
day ones for womel agitators. for peasant agltators, tor student
agitators, etc.

To Rakosl and the Muscovites, who regard the whole line
as & development of continully. from 1919 onwards, and who were
part of that continulity always were packed by MoscoW. To them
the whole conception of Tito and concelving Communism independent
of or against Moscow 18 fantastic. 4

Twenty-five years of walting and analyzing the mistakes
of 1919 helped the Muscovites to learn one of the most jmpor tant
oriental characterlstlcs of the Russians? the secret of walting.
They jearned that Lenin was right, that the phases of development
cannot be skipped and the revolution cannot come before the time

18 ripe. This change jn thelr jndividual attitudes
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was clearly demonstrated in.the. whole Communist Party line

of tactics from the free elections in 1945 until the totalitarian=—
type elections in 1949---as the time elapsed between these

two elections meant the whole completed cycle of a phase, 2
gradual and well-planned, and .above all, well-timed acquisition

of total control by the Communists over Hungary.

8: n os

On the occasioa of the merger of the Social Democratic
Party and the Communist Party in 1919, a speech was made by
Rakosi on June lk, 1919, "For the time being we are dealing
with two questions. One is the mame of the party; the second
is concerning the methods of the dictatorship. Although the
first question is delicate, it is less important than the
second. The situation is that those, to00, of whose ranks the
tmunitions ministers' come also call themselves Socialists
and in France the party which répresents the big capital also
calls itself Socialist.” The opinion is jdentical today. The
party of Blum is referred to by Rakosi with the same phrases.
Rakosi continues, "At any rate, it will be a bitter disappoint-
ment if our Communist brothers in Russia see that we have asked
them for advice...on the day when the 1919 revolution broke
out amd the merger was declared, Bela Kun announced that they
are requesting advice from Moscow from the Third International
concerning the name of the new parby-—-and when they give us
the advice, then we disregard it. And besides, we have to

recogpize the fact that this question will be exploited by our

own bourgeoisie as well as the foreign press and they will

emphasize the seeming contradiction....“
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*The second question is the method of the dictatorship.*
Rakosi details the method of the regime and explains that 16
is essential for them to be ruthless, although he doesn't stand
for unmecessary terrorism, but what happened was all the result

of "the provocations of the bourf%isio.'

He feels that any concessions made will be interpreted
by the enemy as weakness. That is one of his basic principles
today also. He asks "The comrades not to make any conceasions
whatsoever® in the oniing of the ruthlessness of the methods.

As an example of the danger of concessions, Rakosi cites
the following: "We did not ban the bourgeoisie press and as
a result the newsprint has gone not only for the bourgeoisie
newspapers, but for the proletare press as well."

June lith Rakosi stated "Now we have reached the point
where we can take a rest, stop in the big onslaught, look
around, and find out where we made the mistakes, what we did
wrong. We can learn of the mistakes and we have to endeavor
to find better routes for the future."

April 13, 1919. Article by Rakosi. n,, .Seemingly the
bourgeoisie has accepted its fate...This situation will not
l1ast long....No class can comnmit suicide...When the Hungarian
bourgeoisie was through its first surprise, it started to use
that battle tactics whicih we call among the animals, mimicry...
similar to the old tactical methods of the proletariat.” -
Rakosi several times used that explanation to the conspiracy

moves of the former ruling class in the period following 1945,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002000040005-6
k)

Article by Revai on April 7, 1919. ™...Lawyers, business
men, priestsa, all want to take out their own share of the work...
We don't want that. We protest that the pure proletare dicta-
torchiﬁ should be dirtied with the masses of bourgeoisie hangers-
On....The revolution is ruthless, but the tremendous interest
of the revolwtion cannot be sacrificed for individual interests...
We have to be conscious for the purposes of the revolution.

We have to be ruthloll."%{

the Retrospect

0. d . (]

The importance of the 1919 beginning in the present
evolution is clarified in an article on the Anniversary of
Bela Kun revolution in the Budapest Communist daily, The
Szabad Nep on.Hhrch 21, 1948.

To the mesmory of the first Hungarian Communism.

Even in working circles after the liberation there
was a certain degree of reservedness as to the Hun-
garian proletar revolution. This reservedness
almost indicated that in the past we not only trav-
elled a different route but also that the route was
wrong and it is better not to talk about it. This
careful silence is a insult to the memory of the
heroes of the firat Hungarian Communism. We Hungar-
ian Communists stand out for the first Hungarian
Communism. Our route today is a different one but
that doesn't mean that this route would have been
good at that time too. We know that the fighters
and martyrs, thousands of them, fought and died dur-
ing the proletar revolution for the same as we are
fighting for now, socialism. To us 1919 is a heri-
tage. The glory of it and an example to be followed
is the very benefit which we gained from our own
mistakes. It's a great value to know the mistakes
we have to avoid. It is a live and effective force

even today.

The proletar revolution in 1919 solved those tasks
which couldn't be solved by the Kun Government. It
broke down reaction and took arms against the counter

revolution.
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The article goes into the details of the tactical
mistakes of the Bela Kun revolution and then continues,

Another mistake was that we rushed too fast in our
general economic policy toward socialism not payi
nough attention to the middle classes. This spee
On the contrary, it harmed

eoisie in the

icy with the Army and owr foreign policy.
proef of the lac of experience of our partg
time was that overnight we merged with the Social
Democrat Party.

¢t;v‘
One of the most authoritiwe opinions is expressed by the

Muscovite, J. Revai, who was an active participant of both the
1919 and the preseat regime and is one of the leading theoret-
jeians in the Party. In the Ssabad Nep, he wrote December 25,

1947:

Revai, in an article titled "Hundred Years from the
Distance of Three". Writing about the e eriences
and lessons of the 1919 revolution, "In 1919 they
wanted to solve immediately and directly the social
tasks in their entity, turning their back on the
demands of the bourgeoisie democratic opposition.

So it happened that in 1918 and 1919 the peasantry
and the socialist working class did not make an
alliance and after 1919 turned against each other...
In 1918 and 1919 we did not succeed in restituting
the continuity of developments. What didn't succeed
then succeeded now to the Hungarian democracy and the
fact that it succeeded is grilarily our merit, the
Communists., We drew all the consequences of the
lessons of 1919 without omitting to criticize 1918...
We did not forget the lessons of 1918 and 1919...The
defeats had to be explained, not 80 much by the out-
side enemy but by the inside mistakes of the revolu-
tionary process, its weaknesses and contradictions
and to the fact that those forces inside which try to
reestablish the old order were not liquidated...The
Hungarian democracy, drawing the conclusions of the
mistakes of 1948, 1918, and 1919, now without hesita-
tion and firmly proceeds towards the final liquida-
tion of the inside enemy....We did not yet reach our

aim."”
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Strategically, in Communist eyes, 1945 and the years
following were a direct comtimuation of 1919. In fact, the
regime between 1919 and 1945 to them was nothing else than
an intermission. For tactical reasons, however, they did not
emphasise the relationship to the Bela Kun terror which was

widely wnpopular im Hungary, but used as a historic background

The Commynist Party zniloaog!! on the Continuity of 1212

While the Comsmunist Party has proven in Hungary as well
as in its policy in Central and Eastern Europe that the tacti-
cal aspects of the Bela Xun revolution have been carefully and
systematically evaluated, one of the basic weaknesses of the
Muscovites is that while the 25 years of absence or under-
ground activities and their work in the international movement
made them masters of tactics, but they have lost contact with
the atmosphere of Hungary. Furthermore, by viewing the period
between 1919 and 1945 as nothing but an interruption of the
revolution by a last desperate attempt of reaction, they were
unable to realize that the world in Hungary did not stop in
1919. A community of 9 or 10 million people cannot continue
